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Airstrike at Bfliac follows shelling 

SARAJEVO ( AP) — An airstrike was underway at the embattled 
town of Bihac late Friday, after Serb forces defied NATO 
warnings and pressed on with their offensive against the Bosnian 
enclave. The airstrike followed more Bosnian Serb shelling of 
Bihac, the key town in a region the United Nations has declared a 
"safe area.” Earlier Friday, Serb forces closed to within one 
kilometre of the Bosnian army headquarters in the town of 70.000. 
said Claire Grimes, a U.N. spokeswoman fsee inside). Hundreds of 
refugees were fleeing into the city centre, she said. Officials at 
NATO headquarters in Naples, Italy, which oversaw three 
airstrikes on Serb positions earlier this week, refused to comment, 
saying they could neither confirm nor deny an airstrike was 
underway. Word of the airstrike came from diplomatic sources. In 
Sarajevo, U.N. sources said Michael Rose, the U.N. commander 
in Bosnia, had threatened the Serbs late Friday afternoon with an 
airstrike if they continued shelling Bihac. The warning came after 
four Serb shell's hit Bihac at 4 p.m. (1500 GMT), the sources said. 
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French schools bar 31 giris with scarves 

PARIS (R)— Thirty-one girts have been expelled from schoobm 
four French dries for wearing Islamic beadscarves in cfas s, scho ol 
officials said on Friday. Sixteen papas were barred from dassra m 
two lycees (secondary schools) in the eastern- city of Strasbourg 

and six were expeUcd from a lyoee in Mantes-la-Jcrfie, northwest of 

Paris, officials said. In addition, eight schoolgirls were barTcd from J 
ai the Lycee Faidherbc hi the northern city crif Lule* the 
headmaster's office said, while an Iranian girl of 10 was banned 
from her primary school in the central city of Clermont Ferrand. 
The recent expulsions bring to 68 the number of students kicked 
out of school for wearing beadscarves since Education Minister 
Francois Bayrou issued a ban last September “all ostentatious 
religious symbols in public schools.” Police and young Muslims 
from the Lycee Saint-Exupery in Mantes-la-Jolie dashed la st 
month after girls were barred from classes for refusing to take off 
their scarves, which in France are seen as symbols of Islamic 
fundamentalism and the suppression of women. At die rime, the 
girls tried to block the school entrance to prevent the 1,500 other 
students from going to classes. ' 
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EU to lift Syrian 

• arms sales ban 

- BRUSSELS (R) — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) foreign 

! ministers will lift an eight- 
. year-old embargo on sales of 
arms to Syria on Monday. 

• following an improvement in 
relations. "The embargo will 

, end,” an EU ' diplomat said 
on Friday. “The decision is 
due to be taken when minis- 
_ ters from the 12-nation bloc 
; meet a Syrian government 
; delegation on Monday even- 
" ing after a regular EU ses- 
’ sion. The ban was imposed in 
‘ 1986 after allegations of Sy- 
rian involvement in a 
thwarted attempt to smuggle 
; explosives onto an El A1 Air- 

• Hner. Other sanctions, such 
■ as bans on low-level dtploma- 
~ tic meetings, have been gra- 
■' dually lifted between 1987 

- and 1990, when Syria sided 

- with the West in the Gulf 
war. "(The arms embargo is) 

- the last remaining irritant to 
■■ our relations,” an EU official 

: said. 

• ■ 

: Woman stabbed 
’■ in Jerusalem 

“OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
" (R) — An Israeli woman was 
“ stabbed in the back on Friday 

- near a luxury hotel in the 

* centre of Jerusalem, police 
7 said. Her condition and the 

circumstances were not im- 

* mediately known, they said. 

'Convicted Bosnian 
appeals sentence 

'■ COPENHAGEN (AP) — A 
■Bosnian Muslim has 
’ appealed his eight-year pris- 
a on sentence for helping his 
Croat captors beat fellow war 
prisoners, his lawyer said Fri- 
day. On Tuesday, Refic Saric- 
was sentenced in 14 cases of 
violently mistreating and 
assaulting fellow inmates. 
Two of whom died, in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina last 
year. Saric, 31, became the 
first person ever to be sent- 
enced in a case concerning 
1 war crimes in the former 
Yugoslavia. He appealed the 
sentence to the higher court 
on Thursday. The jury’s ver- 
dict concerning the question 
of guilt cannot be altered, 
according to Danish law. 

S. Africa to host 
African cup 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— South African soccer offi- 
cials were jubilant on Friday 
after their country replaced 
cash-strapped Kenya as hosts 
of the 1996 African Nations' 
Cup finals. “Tliis is a phe- 
nomenal achievement for a 
nation which joined the Afri- 
can Football Confederation 
(CAF) just two years ago,” 
leading official Solomon 
“Snx" Morewa told AFP. 
Kenya’s decision to withdraw 
as hosts was announced Fri- 
day on Kenyan Television by 
Maalim Mohammad, the 
minister in charge of sports 
(see inside) 

Air France offers 
Airbuses to MEA 

BEIRUT (R) — Air France 
has offered Lebanon's ailing 
Middle East Airline (MEA) 
three Airbus 300B4 aircraft 
to help modernise its ageing 
fleet, MEA Chairman Abdul 
Hamid Fakhoury said. He 
told Reuters in a telephone 
interview MEA was studying 
whether the planes fitted its 
needs. Mr. Fakhoury said Air 
France, which has a 28.5 per 
cent stake in the Lebanese 
carrier, made the offer last 
summer in response to 
MEA’s request for a capital 
increase. MEA has asked its 
shareholders — who include 
the Bank of Lebanon, the 
Lebanese government and 
Kuwaiti investors — for S150 
Trillion to finance a develop- 
nent plan designed to make 
t competitive after the rav- 
iges of the 1975-90 civil war. 

IAEA upbeat on 
U. Korea talks 

AENNA (AFP) — North 
Corean and International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
IAEA) officials have held 
'constructive" talks on freez- 
}'1 Pyongyang's controver- 
<al graphite nuclear reactor 
Togramme, a spokesman for 
be world's nuclear watchdog 
aid in Vienna Friday. 


Jordan asks for clear EU 

stand on Yugoslavia, Mideast 

Crown Prince offers to launch Bosnia 
initiative in cooperation with Europe, U . S . 
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BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan asked the 
European Union (EU) on 
Friday to make a dear policy 
statement on crisis areas in 
the Middle East and in for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

Addressing a news confer- 
ence during a three-day visit 
to Brussels, Prince Hassan 
said he hoped the EU’s sum- 
mit in Essen, Germany, on 
Dec. 9 would make the bloc's 
viewpoint dear on both the 
Middle East and former 
Yogoslavia. 

"My hope is that out of 
Essen we could see ... a 
foreign policy statement by 
Europe, maybe the first this 


decade, on the totality of how 
to achieve security and stabil- 
ity (in the Eastern Mediterra- 
nean region),” he said. 

Prince Hassan said he was 
deeply troubled by recent de- 
velopments in Bihac, a Bos- 
nian town which looks set to 
foil to advancing Serb forces. 
Jordan has 3.000 peacekeep- 
ing troops in Croatia and 
Bosnia. 

"We hope that the violence 
(in former Yugoslavia) can 
be contained in the weeks 
and months ahead, particu- 
larly during the winter 
months,” said Prince Hassan. 

Prince Hassan called for an 
immediate initiative to pre- 
vent the military escalation in 


Bihac. 

Jordan is ready to crystal- 
lise, in cooperation with the 
EU and the United Suites, a 
solution to the Yugoslav con- 
flict. 

On Thursday Prince Has- 
san voiced his appredation to 
the Jordanian peacekeeping 
forces stationed in former 
Yugoslavia. 

In a message to these 
forces following the escala- 
tion of fighting in the area. 
Prince Hassan said cultural 
and civilised dialogue was the 
only means for establishing 
global peace. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
had advocated constructive 
and civilised dialogue 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
holds folks with Dutch European Union (EU) 
Politics Commissioner Hans van den 


Broek during their meeting at the EU Breydd- 
buOding (AFP photo) 


through interfaith dialogue 
and dialogue among the va- 
rious religious schools. 

"Such dialogue can contri- 
bute to the formulation of a 
new humanitarian world 
order, benefitting the entire 
human kind,” the Crown 
Prince said. 

Prince Hassan, who was 
planning to visit the Jorda- 
nian peacekeepers, said dia- 
logue can spare the mankind 
havoc, disasters and further 
displacement. 

He lauded the integrity, 
self-discipline and neutral 
performance of the Jordanian 
peacekeepers, and wished 
them success in discharging 
their duties. 

At his press conference on 
Friday, he appealed to Euro- 
pean nations to become in- 
volved in the Middle East 
peace process. 

"A situation has prevailed 
for top long in Europe where 
Europeans have said they will 
not involve themselves in 
peacekeeping in the Middle 
East because they do not 
want to jeopardise American 
efforts,” Pimce Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince, who 
met EU and Belgian officials 
daring his Brussels visit, 
hoped a bilateral agreement 
would be reached early next 
year with the EU. 

. A EU statement said the 
two parties had expressed 
their satisfaction with the suc- 
cess of exploratory talks on 
an association agreement 
hold in Amman on Nov. 7. 
■ Prince Hassan's trip pre- 
cedes a barrage of visits to 

(Continued on-page 7) 


Gaza tension cools , but 
Hamas reschedules march 

Rabin says death sentence given to 
Palestinian bomb-maker is a mistake 


Combined agency dispatches 

GAZA CITY — The Islamic 
resistance Movement, 
Hamas, on Friday postponed 
for 24 hours a mass rally in 
Gaza City seen as test of 
fragile peace deal with the 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA). 

Hamas also appealed to its 
militants to turn their guns on 
Israel rather than the Palesti- 
nian police. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said meanwhile 
he was against the execution 
of a Hamas bomb-maker who 
was sentenced to death for an 
attack which killed six peo- 
ple. 

A military court in Jenin 
on the West Bank on Thurs- 
day passed the sentence on 
Said Badamah for making 
the device which killed five 
Israelis along with a suicide 
bomber on a bus north of Tel 
Aviv on April 13. 

Hamas said the attack was 
in retaliation for the Feb. 25 
massacre at Hebron's Ibrahi- 
mi mosque. 

"It would be wrong to car- 
ry out the death sentence,” 
said Mr. Rabin on his return 
from receiving a peace award 
in Spain. 

“Israel has always followed 
the same policy up until now. 
No government, regardless of 
its composition, has agreed to 
apply tiie death sentence to 
terrorists.” 

“This is the right policy,” 
he added. 

The only convict executed 
in Israel was the Nazi war 
criminals Adolf Eichman in 
1962. 

Mr. Rabin, who is also 
defence minister, met Chief 
of Staff Ehud Barak who has 
the power to commute the 
sentence. 

Military courts in Israel 
have only rarely passed death 
sentences, and they have so 


far all been commuted to life 
imprisonment. 

Mr. Badamah said after 
being sentenced that, he 
would be “happy to die'* for 
his cause. “I advise every Jew. 
to convert to Islam or emi- 
grate because Hamas has a 
long reach,” he warned. 

The court in the occupied 
West Bank town of Jenin 
ruled that Mr. Badamah was 
responsible for the death of 
the five Israelis as well as the 
Palestinian suicide bomber. 

It said the death penalty 
was an “exemplary punish- 
ment to counter the new phe- 
nomenon of suicide attacks.” 

“So far, life imprisonment 
has not deterred this orga- 
nisation (Hamas), and so we 
must now find a new re- 
sponse," the three judges 
said in their statement. 

"Although a reaction from 
the international community 
is only to be expected, this 
court has the power and it has 
the courage to issue a death 
sentence.” 

The unusually stiff ruling 
seemed an effort by Israel to 
confront a rash of suicide 
attacks. The worst by Hamas 
was an Oct. 19 bus bombing 
in Tel Aviv in which 22 peo- 
ple were killed. 

Still, Israel generally 
avoids meting capital punish- 
ment so that it can trade 
prisoners for Israeli captives 
held by Arabs. Also some 
feared that the death sent- 
ence might prove an incen- 
tive to zealots who believe 
death at the hands of the 
enemy leads to paradise. 

"Until now Israel has not 
executed a single Palestinian 
terroirst and I think it was 
right," Mr. Rabin told Israel 
Radio. “It would be a mis- 
take to carry out a death 
sentence. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres also objected to the 
ruling. He told economists in 


Tel Aviv Friday he was 
"proud that Israel isn't a na- 
tion of the gallows,” the 
radio said. 

Mr. Peres also argued that 
the death penalty would not 
deter suicide attacks, as some 
army officers argue. He re- 
portedly said that anyone 
"knowing he has a death 
penalty over his head will 
fight harder than someone 
who knows there’s chance he 
could survive." 

Leftist lawmakers like 
Avraham Burg said the sent- 
ence was shameful: “The per- 
son has not yet been born 
who has the right to exting- 
uish another life, whether he 
be a murderer or a judge.” 

Right-wing lawmakers sup- 
ported the sentence and 
urged its impfemention. 

Hamas leaders said the 
judgment would lead to more 
bloodshed. 

“Violence only leads to 
more violence,” said Sheikh 
Hamed Betawi, a Hamas 
leader appointed by Mr. Ara- 
fat as deputy justice minister 
in the self-rule government. 

“If Israel thinks that this 
sentence will decrease the 
number of attacks, then they 
are mistaken." 

More than 6,000 worship- 
pers turned up at Palestine 
Mosque on Friday, a week 
after bloodletting between 
Muslim activists and Palesti- 
nian police left 14 people 
dead and more than 150 
wounded. It was the worst 
internal violence since self- 
rule began in May. 

Israeli forces in the Gaza 
area were pul on alert in case 
any fresh rioting at the mos- 

J jues spilled over towards 
ewish settlements. But the 
march was postponed until 
later in the weekend as tor- 
rential rains drenched Gaza 
City. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel 
and' PLO 
to set a 
date for 
elections 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) 
will meet in Brussels on Mon- 
day to try to set a date for 
long-delayed elections to a 
council running autonomy in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, foreign ministry offi- 
cials said Friday. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat will 
also discuss who would be 
eligible to sit on the council 
and how much authority to 
grant them, the officials 
added. 

The decision to hold the 
negotiations in Brussels was 
taken during a meeting 
Thursday in Oviedo, Spain, 
between Mr. Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, the cabinet said. 

Negotiations on holding 
elections were to have re- 
sumed in Cairo on Tuesday 
following a five-week suspen- 
sion. Israeli- officials could 
not say if the Brussels talks 
would last several days be- 
fore shifting bade to Cairo. 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Arafat 
will meet on the eve Of a 
meeting in Brussels of donor 
countries, which pledged to 
provide $2.4 billion in aid 
over five years to the Palesti- 
nian National Authority. 

In Brussels, diplomats said 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
will meet EU foreign minis- 
ters Monday. 

Mr. Rabin has envisaged 
the immediate holding of 
elections under a plan which 
see the Israeli army tempor- 
arily withdraw from popula- 
tion centres, it was reported 
earlier. Hie elections are the 
crucial next stage of auton- 
omy. 

A PLO official in the Gaza 
Strip, Sufian Abu Zayda, im- 

(Con tinned on page 7) 





His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and 
European Union Commission President Jac- 
ques Ddors pose for photos at tine EU head- 


quarters prior to their 
(AFP photo) 


on Thursday 


8 killed in Palestinian 
fighting in ’Ain A1 Hilweh 


'AIN AL HILWEH CAMP, 
Lebanon (Agencies) — Eight 
Palestinians were killed and 
IS wounded on Friday in 
day-long fighting between 
supporters and opponents of 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat in Lebanon's 
biggest refugee camp, 
Palestinian ana Lebanese 
security sources said. 

They said fighting erupted 
before dawn when 400 pro- 
Arafat guerrillas, reinforced 
by 150 figjbters. from Rashi- 
diyyeh camp near the south- 
ern port of Tyre, seized six 
posts manned by some 200 
dissidents. 

The dissidents, led by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Munir 
Maqdah, won back three of 
the positions after a day of 
bitter fighting, the sources 
said. 

Fighting with machineguns 
and anti-tank rockets- spread 
across ’Ain A1 Hilweh after 
Mr. Arafat's men took over 
the posts and six people died 
in the opening battle which 
raged for five hours. 

Many of 'Ain A1 Hilweh’s 
75,000- residents feared toe 
fighting could develop into an 
inter-Palestinian mini-war in 
Lebanon's 12 camps, borne to 
some 400,000 Palestinian re- 



(Last week) there was a 
massacre in Gaza and today 
in 'Ain A1 Hilweh,” said re- 
fugee Ahmad Fa’oor, refer- 
ring to toe killing of at least 
12 Palestinians by police of 
Mr. Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) in 


toe Gaza Strip on Nov. 18. 

* ‘We’re frightened the 
situation may continue and 
lead to something dreadful,” 
Mr. Fa’oor said. “We cannot 
bear this any more, our 
nerves are wrecked and this is 
a miserable situation.” 

Col. Maqdah, former head 
of the forces of Mr. Arafat’s 
Fateh group in Lebanon, tuxw 
beads a small breakaway 
opposed to toe PLO- 
pcace deal. Mr. Arafat 
replaced him last year after 
. he, called for the PLO chiefs 
resignation over the peace 
deaL 

Palestinian sources said 
Col. Maqdah has become 
pro-Islamist in the past year 
and has links with Lebanon's 
-militant HizboDah (Party of 
God). But he still keeps the 
name Fateh for his group. 

“This traitor Arafat has to 
move away from our Palesti- 
nian people,” Col. Maqdah 
told reporters in ’Ain AlHil-. 
weh, calling Friday’s dashes 
“massacres” committed by 
Mr. Arafat. . 

Palestinian sources said 13 
guerrillas and two civilians 
were wounded as the two 
tides fought in the sprawling 
camp beside the port of 
Sidon, 40 kilometres south of. 
Beirut 

Six guerrillas, three from 
each side, died in the first and 
hardest round of fighting be- 
fore dawn. A tivilian and an 
Arafat fighter were killed as 
dashes continued daring Fri- 
day. 

Opponents of the fighting 
appealed from loudspeakers 


foT residents to join a march 
in protest at the inter- 
Palestinian bloodshed, but 
fewer than 100 refugees 
turned ont for the march. 

Sidon residents could hear 
sporadic explosions or the 
crackle of machinegun fire 
throughout the day. The 
sources said rocket-propelled 
grenades hit residential areas 
of Sidon. 

Mansour Azzam, a leader 
of the dissidents, warned Mr. 
Arafat’s men to pull out the 
reinforcements sent from 
Rashidiyyeh. 

'Take them back or we 
mil send them to you in body 
bags,” be told Lt. Col. Sultan 
Abu An Amain, the Fateh 
commander in Rashidiyyeh; 
in a telephone conversation. 

The clashes erupted before 
dawn when Fateh guerrillas 
stormed offices ran by 
Khaled Shayeb, an ally of 
Col. Maqdah, a cultural cen- 
tre and an empty kindeigar- ' 
ten in the camp* * 

Dozens of families fled to 
the nearby southern port of 
Sidon. 

Mr. Arafat’s faction has ; 
fallen out of favour with 
many long-term refugees in 
Lebanon because they were 
left out of toe deal launching 
limited self-rule in the Gaza. ! 
Strip and toe West Bank. 

The Fateh guerrillas cap- 
tured the buildings after 
fighting with rockets, l 
machine-guns and mortars* - 
but their rivals pushed than 
back to the northern edge of 

(Contmmd on page 7) 


Government to send JD 1.65b 
budget to legislature this week 


By P.V. Vivekamand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is expected to endorse a 
JD 1,650 milli on fiscal budget 
for 1995 and present it to 
Parliament this week. In- 
formation Minister Jawad A1 
Anani said Friday. 

The budget, reflecting an 
increase of 10 per cent over 
that of 1994, envisages local 
revenues at JD 1,438 million, 
up JD 168 million from this 
year's projections, and fore- 
ign assistance in various 
forms at JD 147 million. 

Current, and capital ex- 
penses are' estimated at JD 
1.33 billion and debt- 
servicing at JD 128 million. 
In addition, allocations are 
also made of JD 160 million 
for petition and retirement 
compensation. 

Sources said the Council of 
Ministers discussed the 
budget in two sessions last 
week but could not finalise 
the draft because of disagree- 
ments by some of toe minis- 
ters who sought higher 
allocations for their minis- 
tries. 

But Dr. Anani, asked ab- 
out the “differences” — that 
the sources said had promp- 
ted at least two ministers to 
threaten to resign — said: 
“There is no unusually strong 
differences. It is usual -that 
ministers demand higher 


allocations for their minis- 
tries in- tiie budget.” 
Without commenting on 


toe reported “threats’ 
ignations. Dr. Anani express- 
ed confidence that toe midget 
“will be presented to Parlia- 
ment before Dec. 1 as consti- 
tutionally demanded.” 

Other sources said com- 
promises were being worked 
out within the government to 
settle the differences. Ex- 
ministers say that demands 
for higher allocations are a 
regular feature during budget 
sessions of toe Cabinet and' 
no minister really carries out 
the threat to quit the govern- 
ment 

■ Final figures of the budget 
are subject to changes de- 
pending on toe deliberations 
of toe Council of Ministers 
this week. However, the 
sources said they did not ex- 
pect the preliminary figures 
to undergo any significan t 
changes. 

Preliminary figures indi- 
cate that the budget would 
project a surplus of local re- 
venues over expenses, includ- 
ing debt servicing, which was 
excluded from the 1994 
budget, described by Finance 
'Minister Sami -Gammoh as 
Jordan’s first deficit-free 
budget 

Capital expenses are esti- 
mated at JD 420 million, up 
JD 100 million for the year 
1994, and development pro- 
jects to be allocated JD 285 


million from local revenues 
and another JD 135 million 
from loans and grants. 

Local revenues — taxes, 
customs duties and fees on 
real estate transactions as 
well as other fees such as 
licensing and related charges 
— ; are estimated at JD 1,438 
million, while current and 
capital expenses — excluding 
debt services and pension and 
compensation allocations — 
are projected at JD 1,330 
million. 

Parliament watchers said 
opposition deputies, led by 
the Islamic Action Front 
bloc, were bracing them- 
selves to level sca thing critic- 
ism of the government during 
the debate on the budget if 
only because of frustration 
over their inability to block 
parliamentary endorsement 
of the Jordan-Israeli peac e 
treaty signed early this 
month. 


“They are sure to pick 
large holes in the entire 
budget and let fireworks fly 


across the floor,” said an 
observer, noting that en- 
dorsement of the fiscal 
budget is often seen as a 
confidence vote in the gov- 
ernment. 

m 

But, the budget is not ex- 
pected to undergo any major 
changes in Parliament and 
would pass the legislature be- 
fore Dec. 31 as constitu- 
tionally stipulated. 
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Geagea’s trial 

deferred amid 

■ • 

defence protests 


f- 

_ o 


1 • 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
trial of former Lebanese 
Christian warlord Samir 
Geagea here Friday was post- 
poned as the court said one of 
its five judges had. fallen ill. 

, Defence lawyers said the 
trial was postponed, until a 
date to be announced later, 
because they -had threatened 
to pull out in protest at their 
client's detention by the 
army. 

The court, during a brief 
second hearing in the trial 
which opened on Saturday, 
also denied two motions by 
Mr. Geagea to address the 
bench. 

"The session was post- 
poned to deprive us of our 
right to protest and out of 
fear that we will quit," Assad 
Abi Raad, one of Mr. 
Geagea’s team of lawyers, 
told AFP. 

The defence wants Mr. 
Geagea to be removed from a 
cell at the Defence Ministry, 
where be has been held since 
his arrest in April on charges 
of involvement in a February 
church bombing which killed 
11 worshippers. 

French lawyer Fracois Pat- 
rimonio, a member of the 
defence team, criticised Mr. 
Geagea’s incarceration at the 
Defence Ministry because 
"there is no prison there 
which conforms to regula- 
tions." 

"The defence should be 
free to meet with our client." 
Mr. Patrimonio told a news 
conference. 

Court President Philippe 
Khairallah at first postponed 
the trial until Saturday be- 
cause one of the judges was 
31. Later be and that session 
was also off, without setting a 
new date. 

"Just wait and see. There 
will always be a judge out 
sick." Mr. Abi Raad said. . 

Mr. Geagea. whose trial 
opened last week to applause 
from hundreds of supporters 


inside and outside the court, 
looked very tense and pale on 
Friday. His is the first post- 
war trial, and expected to be 
the last, of a former militia 
chief. 

He faces a possible death 
sentence for alleged involve- 
ment in the church bombing 
and the 1990 murder of rival 
Christian leader Dany Cha- 
moun and his family. 

Mr. Geagea is being tried 
by the Court of Justice, 
whose verdicts are not sub- 
ject to appeal. 

- He headed the Lebanese 
Forces (LF) militia from 1986 
until the end of the 1975-1990 
civil war, when it was dis- 
banded. Mr. Geagea went on 
to form a political party 
which was outlawed after the 
church bombing. 

Some 2,000 supporters, 
family lawyers and journalists 
packed the Palace of Justice 
to witness Lebanon's most 
sensational trial since the civil 
war. 

The defence had also de- 
manded a postponement, 
saying lawyers were allowed 
only 30 minutes alone with 
the defendants to prepare 
and. Judge Khairallah asked 
a prosecutor to check into the 
matter. 

■ 

Hundreds of troops ringed 
the court and manned roof- 
tops as Mr. Geagea’s and two 
condefendants. including LF 
second-in-command Fuad 
Malek. faced the tribunal ac- 
cused of planning and order- 
ing the bombing of our Lady 
of Deliverance Church north 
of Beirut. 

Eleven people died and 59 
were wounded in the Feb. 27 
blast. 

Mr. Geagea. whose trial 
began on Nov. 19, has 
alleged a plot to destroy the 
LF which he turned into a 
political party in 1991 
opposed to Syria's political 
dominance in Lebanon. 


Iraqi Kurdish parties 
sign peace agreement 


- ANKARA -(R) — The two 
.major Kurdish groups in 
northern Iraq, long divided 
by factional fighting, signed a 

- peace deal on Thursday 
. promising elections after a 

May census of the Kurdish 
region, tbe Kurdistan region- 
al government (KRG) said. 
- “Today the Kurdistan 

I Democratic Party (KDP) and 
“ tbe Patriotic Union of Knr- 
■ distan (PUK) announced a 

l 14-point peace agreement to 

' end the state of hostility and 
\ tension between the two par- 
■; ties," the KRG office in Lon- 
i don said. 

\ "The two parties agreed on 

.* conducting a population cen- 
> sns to prepare an electoral 
register before 19 May 1995, 
to be followed by a free and 
fair general election,” it 
added. 

Fighting between KDP and 
PUK factions, as well as reli- 
. gions groups from the Islamic 
Movement of Iraqi Kurdistan 
(IMK), erupted in the three 
Kurd^b-controDed northern 
Iraqi provinces of Stilaima- 
ntyeh, Erbil and Dahonk in 
May and a ga in in August. 

The fighting jeopardised 
the democratic experiment in 
Iraqi Kurdistan, set up as a 
haven under Western protec- 
tion after the Iraqi army 
crashed an uprising in 1991. 
■ Elections were held in 
1992, which gave equal pow- 
er to the KDP and PUK. but 
the two parties found 'joint 
leadership difficult to sustain 


due -to- dual decision -making 
and internal one-upmanship. 

New elections were sche- 
duled for next May, but little 
preparation had been made 
to lay the ground until recent- 
ly- 

According to the deal, 
KDP leader Massoud Barza- 
ni and PUK leader Jalal Tala- 
bani agreed to set up joint 
political leadership to over- 
see the agreement. 

The present 50-50 rule will, 
however, continue until the 
next election,- the KRG said. 

The agreement, signed in 
Erbil, capital of the Kurdish- 
con trolled Iraqi province of 
the same name, forbids the 
use of violence and arms to 
solve disputes and bans single 
parties from monopolising 
political and organisational 
work in any region, as is 
currently the case. 

Tbe agreement proposes to 
widen the base of the de facto 
Kurdish government by in- 
.clnding other parties in the 
administration, such as the 
IMK, the Communists and 


minority parti) 

The. KDP and PUK will 
also determine government 
policy towards the Iraqi 
umbrella opposition group, 
the Iraqi National Congress. 

“The parties pledged to 
work by this agreement until 
the end of this century,” the 
statement said. 

But an 
based in Turl 
a] turmoil 


Iraqi Kurdish group 
Turkey said faction- 
had not ended. 



RALLY IN TEHRAN: More than 100,000 women, several 
hundred of them holding mnrhine guns, march during a 
rally at the Azadi Stadium , in Tehran on Thursday to 


celebrate Mother’s Day in Iran. Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Aii Khamenei pardoned 190 women prisoners to mark a 
religious figure’s birthday, Tehran radio said (AFP photo) 


Lebanon deputy arrested for questioning on drugs 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Police arrested Shiite Muslim 
Deputy Yahya Sham as hours 
after ins immunity was lifted 
by parliament bn Thursday so 
that he could be prosecuted 
for dealing in drugs, judicial 
sources said on Friday. 

They said a judge would 
interrogate Mr. Sham as, who 
has denied tbe charge, on 
Friday and decide whether he 
should be released or not. 

A police statement said 
Friday that Yahya Shamas, a 
Shiite Muslim from the east- 
ern Bekaa Valley region, was 
taken into custody in Beirut 
four hours after parliament’s 
vote on Thursday. 

“No one is above the law, 
he will be interrogated before 
a charge is formally levelled.” 
Lebanon’s Prosecutor- 
General Muirif Oweidar said. 
He did not spell out what 
charges would be filed. 

Mr. Shamas hails from one 
of the most poweriul Shiite 
clans in the Bekaa, long 
among the world’s main 
nafcbtics 'prddudng regions: 

It 'was tbe' first time since - 


the Lebanese parliament was 
formed following independ- 
ence from France in 1943 that 
a member had lost his im- 
munity. 

Mr. Shamas was also the 
first Lebanese deputy to have 
his immunity lifted in a drugs 
case. He then accused the 
128-member parliament and 
the government of being full 
of drug dealers. 

Mr. Oweidat demanded 
last month that Mr. Shamas' 
immuni ty be lifted, saying be 
had evidence of his involve- 
ment in drug dealing. 

Mr. Shamas faces up lo 
seven years in jail if con- 
victed. 

Before a campaign to 
eradicate illegal crops which 
began last year, the Bekaa 
Valley was a centre for culti- 
vating, processing and trad- 
ing chugs during the 1975-90 
civil war. 

Mr. Shamas appealed to 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad to protect him and his 
family, saying the drug 
charges were' levelled after a 
“sensitive situation” arose 


between him and Brigadier 
Ghazi Kanaan, head of Sy- 
rian army intelligence in 
Lebanon. 

In 1992, the government 
launched a campaign to end 
foe narcotics trade which, by 
United Nations estimates, 
once brought an annual in- 
come of $500 million to Leba- 
non. 

Since then, hundreds of 
acres (hectares) of hashish 
and opium cultivation have 
been destroyed in the Bekaa. 

Syrian troops stationed in 
foe Bekaa have been sup- 
porting the crackdown, which 
will deprive several Middle 
East groups of their lucrative 
income. 

In his defence in parlia- 
ment, Mr. Shamas claimed 
that the narcotics charge was 
“fabricated against me by 
ranking Lebanese and Syrian 
officials because I refused to 
sell a disputed piece of land 
in foe Bekaa.” 

Speaking before his arrest, 
he named Roy Hrawi, foe 
elder, son qf Lebanon's Presi- 


dent Elias Hrawi, and Gen. 
Kenaan as his opponents. 

Syria has 40,000 troops 
serving as peacekeepers in 
Lebanon to prevent the 
reignition of foe 1975-1990 
civil war, which made Syria 
the undisputed master of this 
country. 

Roy Hrawi issued a state- 
ment saying he would sue 
Mr. Shamas for libel. Gen. 
Kenaan, whose headquarters 
is in foe Bekaa, made no 
comment. 

Mr. Shamas has said he 
bad bought the land for $8 
milli on in April, but its value 
had since climbed to $30 mil- 
lion. 

He appealed to Syrian 
President Assad to "perso- 
nally intervene to ensure my 
personal security and that of 
my family.” 

He added: “I am certain I 
am going to be arrested right 
away and I am certain too 
that 1 am going to be held 
somewhere in Lebanon to 
pressure me into giving up 
the land." 



DIY ARB A KIR (R) — Forc- 
ibly evacuating and even tor- 
ching Kurdish villages in 
southeastern Turkey is now a 
central part of the military's 
10-year battle against Kur- 
dish rebels, villagers and hu- 
man rights activists say. 

Local human rights offi- 
cials say nearly 1,900 villages 
in the southeast — or 16 per 
cent of the area's 12,000 set- 
tlements — have been partly 
or fully emptied, often under- 
military pressure. 

More than 500 settlements 
were evacuated and many 
burned down in the first 10 
months of this year. 

"Nothing has changed 
here, just the pressure is get- 
ting worse and things are 
being done more openly." 
said Halit Temli, bead of 
Turkey's human rights associa- 
tion's Diyarbakir office. 

Such reports were backed 
up by a 21 -year-old member 
of the security forces in an 
interview with Reuters on 
Thursday near Diyarbakir. 
the administrative centre of 
the region. 

"What else can we do? 
These people are supporting 
foe terrorists. (The guerril- 
las) will only be finished off 
when all the villages in the 
region have been burned and 
destroyed," the man said. 


The goal pf foe security 
forces apparently is to cut 
communication between 
lenallas from the Kurdish 
ibour Party (PKK). and civi- 
lians in the' overwhelmingly 
Kurdish region. 

The PKK has long relied 
on villages; especially those 
nestled in the mountains, to 
provide logistical support 
such as food, lodging and 
information about troops 
movements. 

The guerrillas, estimated at 

10,000 to 15,000 in the re- 
gion, have not shied away 
from force themselves, 
murdering Turkish teachers 
and attacking families of 
state-paid village guards. 
They have also many back- 
ers. 

"For better or for worse, 
the PKK is the only group in 
Turkey fighting for foe Kur- 
dish identity and many peo- 
ple have supported it for this 
reason,” said a lawyer in the 
region, who is critical of the 
PKK. 

The PKK's battle has been 
helped by Turkey's long- 
standing refusal to allow 
Kurdish-language television, 
radio and education, among 
other policies. 

Now, the activities of the 
security forces have only 
pushed people even further 


into the arms of rhe guerril- 
las. 

"When your village is 
burned and. you have no 
place to go foe easiest thing is 
to join the guerrillas in the 
mountains and take re- 
venge.” said the lawyer. 

Turkish officials deny the 
^military is responsible for the 
burnings and evacuations — 
blaming instead guerrillas 
dressed as soldiers. 

Bur State Minister for Hu- 
man Rights Azimet Koyluog- 
lu has also blamed the armed 
forces for torching villages in 
Tunceli province, calling it 
“state terrorism.” He ac- 
cused the PKK of "acts of 
terrorism” in other regions. 

Displaced people tell a tale of 
intimdation by the security 
forces. 

"Last month the soldiers 
gave us two hours to leave 
our village because we 
wouldn't join the local mili- 
tia,” said a man who aban- 
doned his village near Mar- 
din. 

Although Turkey’s 
approach to the rebels has 
never been gentle. Prime 
Minister Tansu Oiler's rise to 
power in June 1993 seemed 
to give the military a free 
hand against the PKK. 

"Either it will finish or it 
will finish.” said Ms. Ciller of 


the PKK, whose battle has 
left over 13.000 dead. 

A massive deployment of 
troops — some 300,000 sol- 
diers, special teams, police 
and government-financed 
Kurdish militia — this year 
drove the PKK from many of 
the region’s cities while foe 
guerrillas' mountain hideouts 
were heavily bombarded. 

But over the past few 
months reports of clashes 
have started to rise as the 
guerrillas seek to establish 
their positions before the 
onset of winter, residents re- 
port. 

The heaviest fighting is 
now in the Tunceli province, 
where PKK regional com- 
mander Semdin Sakik and 

2.000 guerrillas are concen- 
trated in foe inaccessible 30- 
kilometre-long kutuderesi 
ravine and 3.000- metre high 
munzur mountains. 

Since the military launched 
a big offensive in mid- 
September, close to 40 Tun- 
celi settlements inhabited by 

5.000 people have been aban- 
doned. Yet the insurgency 
continues. 

"It doesn't matter what 
they do to us, because this 
battle will not end until we 
get full rights.” said a muni- 
cipal official in Tunceli. 
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Yesterday* high temperature*: 
Amman 11. Aqaba 20 Humidity 
reading*: Amman 93 per cent. 
Aqaba 50 per cent. 


Bulletin supplied by ihc Depart* 
meat of Mcicorology. 

Temperatures will me slightly 
with skies partly cloudy and winds 
northwesterly moderate to active. 
In Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy* winds northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 5/15 

Aqaba 10/20 

Deserts y 16 

Jordan Valley 8/20 
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Belarus to expel two Turkish diplomats 

MINSK (R) — The former Republic of Belarus said on 
Friday it would expel two Turkish diplomats for spying but 
did not give a deadline for them to leave. Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Igor Poluyan said the two diplomats, who had 
tbe rank of attache, had been declared persona non grata 
'‘for actions incompatible with diplomatic status,” the 
common phrase used to denote spying. The ministry 
handed over an official protest note to the Turkish embassy 
but did not specify whether foe two were still in the country 
or how long they would be given to depart. Mr. Poluyan 
said by telephone. The Belarus KGB security police said in 
a statement that authorities on Thursday detained a 
Belarus citizen "who had been recruited by Turkish 
agents." On Nov 24 in Minsk, “there was an attempt to 
transfer intelligence material to Turkish special service 
agents acting under the cover of the Turkish embassy in 
Belarus,” said the statement, published in minsk newspap- 
er on Friday. Mr. Poluyan said it was the first time since 
Belarus gained independence in 1991 that a foreigner had 
been declared persona non grata. A foreign ministry 
official, who declined to be named, said the Turkish 
embassy might be requested to relocate from its present 
building, which also houses the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States headquarters and the Ukrainian embassy. 

Istanbul bans mushrooming after 18 die 

ISTANBUL (R) — Istanbul health officials have banned 
wild mushroom hunting after 18 people died of poisoning 
and about 175 fell ill. Hurriyet Yilmaz, of the health 
department, said on Friday the ban on collecting, buying 
and selling wild mushrooms was issued in response to the 
outbreak. More than 125 people were treated and released. 
Warnings were issued over state-owned TRT television and 
forestry officials have been asked to post notices near 
popular mushrooming sites. Officials blame heavy rains 
that have created ideal conditions for wild mushrooms, and 
lack of knowledge by would-be gourmets. 

Floods hit 19 Iranian provinces 

NICOSIA (AP) — Torrential rains have flooded several 
Iranian province, damaging thousands of homes and 
swathes of agricultural land, Tehran Radio reported 
Friday. The broadcast quoted an interior ministry official 
as saying 19 cities and more than 700 villages in 15 of Worst 
hit were the provinces of Ham, Kermanshuh. Huzestan, 
and Lores tan in the west, and Hamedan in central Iran. 
The radio quoted tbe unidentified official as saying that 
10.000 homes and shops of offices were damaged, along 
with 1,000 hectares of agricultural land. Several rivers 
overflowed, and some key bridges were washed away, the 
radio quoted the official as saying. He said damage was 
estimated at 300 billion rials ($171.4 million). The radio 
quoted him as saying that tons of food and Thousands of 
tents and blankets were sent to the stricken areas, he said 
helicopters were unable to reach the worst-hit areas 
because of bad weather. 

Earthquake hits northern Morocco 

RABAT (AFP) — An earthquake at dawn Friday rocked 
the northern Moroccan region around the town of Fez, 
about 200 kilometres east of Rabat, residents and police 
reported. The geophysical observatory here stated that tHe 
quake registered 4.0 on the Richter scale, a magnitude 
capable of causing moderate damage in a populated area, 
but there were.no immediate reports of casualties. Police 
and residents said the 5:33 a.m. (0533 GMT) temblor was 
also felt in the towns of Sefrou and Bahlil,’ 28 kllom'dira 





co, killing three people according to an official toll and 
causing considerable damage. Morocco's worst earthquake 
levelled the southern town of Agadir in 1960, killing nearly 
20,000 people. 

Germany asks Britain to extradite Kurdish^i 

BONN (AFP) — Germany has asked Britain to extradite a 
Kurdish separatist leader suspected of involvement in 
attacks on Turkish targets in Germany. Kani Yilmaz was 
arrested in London on Oct. 26. He is a member of the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). which has been banned in 
Germany since Nov. 26 of last year. Turkey has also 
requested his extradition for trial on charges which could 
carry the death penalty. German prosecutors are investi- 
gating whether Mr. Yilmaz was involved in a series of 
attacks on Turkish targets in Germany last year, including 3 
hostage-taking at the Turkish consulate in Munich. A 
British court was to consdier the German extradition 
request on Monday, the foreign ministry said. 

Argentine spy seeks bombers in Lebanon 

■ ■ i 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — A Top Argentine spy is in 
Lebanon hunting the perpetrators of the car-bomb attack 
on the Jewish community centre in Buenos Aires in July 
which killed nearly 100 people. President Carlos Menem 
said on Thursday. Mr. Menem, speaking to reporters on his 
return from a visit to Syria, said he had sought help 
tracking down the bombers from President Hafe 2 A\ 
Assad. “At this moment, as part of that collaboration, the 
number two of SIDE (Argentina's intelligence service)... is 
in Lebanon,” Mr. Menem said. Clarin newspaper named 
the spy as Rodrigo Toranzo. head of SIDE'S foreign 
section, and said he had travelled with Syrian intelligence 
officers to the Bekaa Valley in Lebanon to carry out 
investigations linked to the pro-Iranian Hizbollah. Argenti- 

n l- J n ^^ ,un< l an J r tlie perpetrators of the bomt& 
which killed 96 people, but Mt. Menem has indicated that 
all the evidence points towards Iran. 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Thursday 
reviews objectives or the Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development with visiting International 


Labour Organisation advisor Shukri Dqjani 
(Petra photo) 
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Princess Basma puts illiteracy among 
most serious problems facing Arab women 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma Friday said Arab 
women's problems are simi- 
lar, noting that illiteracy 
nudes among the most se- 
rious. 

In an interview with Egyp- 
tian Television, Princess Bas- 
ma said organising women’s 
efforts can enhance their role 
in the development process. 

She voiced nope that Arab 
women will be able to play a 
larger role through the orga- 
nisation of their efforts and 
defining their priorities. 

Princess Basma stressed 
the importance of promoting 
awareness among women on 
their role and responsibili- 
ties. 

She said men's realisation 


of the important role of 
women will contribute to 
advancing women's status 
and enable then to play their 
pan in the comprehensive 
development process. 

Women’s development can 
only be achieved through 
empowerment, and enhanc- 
ing their confidence in tbeir 
capabilities, the Princess 
added. 

She praised the Egyptian 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) role saying drat 
they nave contributed to the 
advancement of women's sta- 
tus in Egypt. 

On Thursday Princess Bas- 
ma reviewed with Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation 
(TLQ) Advisor Shukri Dajani- 
the objectives and role of the 


Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF) in com- 
prehensive development. 

Princesss. Basina briefed 
him on the activities and 
programmes carried out by 
OAFs 45-centres, saying that 
these projects aim to improve 
social conditions of families 
in the rural and desert areas. 

She also reviewed the work 
of the Jordanian National 
Committee for Women’s 
Affairs in preparation for the 
Fourth World Conference on 
Women to be held in Beijing 
in September. Mr. Dajani 
praised Princess Basina's ac- 
tive role in social develop- 
ment and ber continuous en- 
deavours to develop women’s 
status. 


Cold front moves north; 
dams are filling up 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The cold 
atmosphere depression which 
affected the Kingdom in the 
past two days has moved 
northeast into Syria towards 
Iraq, said the Department 
Meteorology Friday. 

A department spokesman 
Friday said it will be partly 
doudy Saturday with a slight 
chance of showers in die 
north, and temperatures ris- 
ing slightly to 14°C or 35°C up 
from 13°C in the Amman 
area Friday, possibly drop- 
ping to 5°C at night. 

Rains over the past two 
days have helped replenish 
the dams in the Jordan Valley 
region, according to Iordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) 
Secretary General Hashem 
Shboul. The King Talal Dam. 
the largest in Jotdan. now 
holds nearly 34 million cubic 
metres (mem) of water up 


from 32 man on Wednesday; 
the Wadi AJ Arab Dam holds 
4.3 man and Sharhabil Dam 
holds 1.4 mem, he said. Mr. 
Shboul added that the coun- 
try’s dams now hold more 
than 42 per cent of their total 
capacities of 100 mem. 

The recent reins, which 
were espedally heavy in the 
north, reportedly damaged 
homes in the Irbid region. 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) sources said that four 
homes were at inundated by 
floods, adding that CDD 
teams were working in coop- 
eration with the municipal 
councils in attending to the 
situation. 

In Amman, the CDD was 
called out to help save resi- 
dents of A1 Hussein Tefugee 
camp where many homes 
were flooded. 



Visiting 

UNIMED 


ft»T» notliu-ir. v- r::;: tCJUIl 


<4 f 

v t i i 

• - ** V ■ * -1 4 - 

* ; ■*%• ■ • 

^ .. • -r * \ \ 

I! --■■■* | ■ 

. , - <- • 

c. "V* J 1 * 

+.-<t ni - T fa Kj * m 
**r- f-r-.--. 

■j* *!■ 5* 1 ‘ i* _ ^ . 

■ 7 i * 4 Sk ■*% 


• r 

• I 

-I 

"1 

M 


to open 
regional 

..centre... _ 

By- a Jordan Times Staff *' 
Reporter 


AMMAN — Representatives 
of the Rome-based Universi- 



Mmister of Tourism and Antiquities Mohammad Adwgn 
Thursday discusses preservation of archaeological rites wfrh 
the h ead o f the* visiting University of the Mediterranean 
(UNIMED) team Franco Rizzi (Petra photo) 


Ministries to consider 
anti organised crime laws 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Interior 
Minister Salameh Ham mad 
Friday said the ministries of 
Interior and Justice will study 
prospects for introducing leg- 
islation aimed at combating 
organised crimes. 

V 

Speaking upon his return 
to Amman from Naples, Ita- 
ly, where he attended a 
three-day ministerial confer- 
ence on cross-border and 
organised crime. Mr. Ham- 
mad said that although Jor- 
dan has no organised crime, 
the country is determined to 
take appropriate measures to 
deter crime of every kind and 
cope with the measures being 
undertaken at the interna- 
tional level to combat the 
work of criminals. 

Noting that the Jordanian 
delegation had been active at 
the Naples conference, con- 
tributing to all its delibera- 
tions, the minister said that 
Jordan was keen on taking 
pan in all world conferences 
where effons are being pooled 
to fight crime. 

The U.N. -sponsored con- 
ference, be said, was 
attended by representatives 
of 145 nations including 60 
ministers, in addition to dele- 
gates from international and 
regional organisations. 

The Naples conference, 
said Mr. Hammad, created 
two working committees, one 


Company plans $2m in projects 

m 

to help develop southern regions 



— The Jor- 
dan Investment Company for 
the Development of the 
Southern Regions Friday 
announced plans to carry out' 
two development projects in 
the south each with a capital ' 
of JD 1 million. 

Mazen Al Nasser the com- 
pany’s genera] manager, said 
that one project entails estab- 
lishing an industrial complex- 
that would be devoted to 
engine maintenance in the 
Karak Governorate. The 
other project, Mr. Nasser 
said, is a glass tool and con- 
tainer manufacturing en- 
deavour at Ma’an near the 
glass factory. 

“We have been in contact 
with a Chinese consultancy 
firm to advise us on the estab- 
lishment of the glass tools 
factory near Ma’an, and the 
Chinese have displayed in- 
terest in helping us carry out 
the project and providing ex- 


pertise, technical advice and 
training of Jordanian person- 
nel in China," Mr. Nasser 
said. 

The company , which 
groups the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC), the 
Arab Potash Company 
(APC) and the Jordan Ferti- 
liser Industry Company 
(JFIC). has already paid up 
25 per cent of the overall 
capital of JD 1 million, and 
the door is open for the pri- 
vate sector to provide the rest 
of the capital, added Mr. 
Nasser. 

Referring to the mainte- 
nance plant, added Mr. Nas- 
ser. 

Referring to the mainte- 
nance plant Mr. Nasser said it 
would be set up at Ghor Safi 
in the Karak Governorate, 
adding that the feasibility stu- 
dies conducted on its proved 
positive. 

He said that the project 


was one of the Jordanian 
schemes submitted to the 
Casablanca economic confer- 
ence last month and several 
foreign firms expressed in- 
terest in providing help in this 
project. 

The Jordanian Company 
for the Development of the 
South has paid up 25 per cent 
of the capital, and the local 
banks and other private orga- 
nisations have been invited to 
take part Mr. Nasser said. 

Together.'the two projects 
are expected to create 184 
jobs for people living in the 
southern regions of the coun- 
try added Mr. Nasser who 
noted that work on the two 
schemes would start im- 
mediately after the full 'capit- 
al has been acquired. 

■ 

The company was formed 
last year upon the directives 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 


Salameh Hammad 

to deal with political aspects 
and the other practical means 
of combating crime. He 
urged nations to join forces in 
the fight against organised 
crime around the world and 
to exchange information to 
track down criminals. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali said in an 
address to the conference 
that organised crime was a 
threat to democracy, and he 
urged governments to 
cooperate in defeating the 
growing menace of the 
world's organised crime 
syndicates. 

Dr. Ghali cited the col- 
lapse of Communism and the 
disintegration of the Soviet 
Union, regional conflicts and 
social decay in countries of. 
the Third World as develop- 
ments which contributed to- 
the mushrooming of orga- 
nised crime. 


‘I.D. requirements part of ACC law* 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The establish- 
ment of new identification 
requirements for upcoming 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce (ACC) elections are 
within die parameters of 
ACC law, said Issam Kha- 
tib, president of the com- 
mittee overseeing elec- 
tions. 

■ m 

The statement follows a 
string of accusations from 
chamber members in Al 
Ra'i daily that requiring 
voters to provide a business 
licence issued by the Am- 
man Municipality when 
voting contravenes ACC 
law. 

However, said Mr. Kha- 
tib. Article IV of a 1949 
chamber law requires vo- 
ters to meet the following 
eligibility requirements: 
that the business must be 
registered at the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry; that 
the signatory of the busi- 
ness be registered at the 
ACC; that-- the-? Ebusiness 
have a licence- -from the, 
Amman Municipal ityv^and ' ri . 
that a place exists *where’ sl ‘ 
the business is practised. 


The controversy was 
sparked after candidates 
from the Amal and Al Tat- 
weer groups alleged that 
approximately 3,000 cham- 
ber members held ficticious 
chamber memberships for 
voting purposes and were 
not actually practising busi- 
ness and did not have li- 
. cences from the municipal- 
ity. 

This is the first time vot- 
ing eligibility has been chal- 
lenged in the ACC. 

The head of Al Tatweer 
group, Mohammad Haj 
Deeb, told the Jordan 
Times That other groups 
and other individuals had 
been engaging in election 
“trickery." 

“They have been sending 
their employees to register 
at the ministry (of trade 
and industry) and paying 
the fees-then they can reg- 
ister at the chamber." 
However, he said, they do 
not pursue a licence from 
the municipality, nor do 
they practise a business. 

On t he su rface, be 
appears’iegai as” a'inemfifer" 
^pf,.^e^^tamt?er. and as ihe.- 

■ 4®$# -the cqqiESpy , , , 

ne said. But be is not 
actually eligible to vote." 


But Mr. Khatib told the 
Jordan Times that the over- 
seeing committee “does 
not view this as the situa- 
tion." 

■ “There is no proof 
against these 3,000 (that 
they have registered sur- 
reptitiously),” he said and 
added that the 3,000 are 
the latest to register at the 
chamber out of 5,000 new 
members in 1994. “It is 
possible they haven't bad 
the chance to obtain a li- 
cence from the muniniri- 
pafity. 

“This whole row is just 
simple competition," he 
said. As far as the commit- 
tee is concerned, “these 
(companies) are mem- 
bers,'’ be said. 

“Whether they are prac- 
tising and eligible for vot- 
ing will be proven at the 
time of election.” 

Elections are scheduled 
for Dec. 5 at the Jordan 
Contractors Association 
near the Abdel Hamid 
Sharaf School in Sweifiyeh. 
Voting Jbooths are _qpen 
'from 8 a.nf.-and 8 p.in. All 
- voters-are^required to.pre- 
seot peispsBl identification 
and a licence issued by the 
Amman Munincrpahty. 
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>) who arrived in Am- 
man on a several day visit to 

Jordan to explore expanding 

its activities in all areas of the 
Mediterranean, plan to open 
a regional centre at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan to oversee 
activities in the Kingdom. 
. Palestine, Lebanon and 
Syria, according to an official 
at the Italian embassy in Am- 
man Friday. 

The Italian envoy told the 
. Jordan Times that UNIMED 
: will open the centre at the 
university Saturday at a cere- 
mony to be attended by uni- 
versity staff, and a UNIMED 
delegation led by Professor 
Franco Rizzi as well as repre- 
sentatives of UNIMED cen- 
tres in France, Egypt and 
■7 other countries. 

The University of Jordan 
, - . and Al al Bayt universities 
: are members of the UNIM- 
ED group of 51 universities 
. in the Mediterranean. UN- 
. : IMED is sponsored and fi- 
: nanced by the European Un- 
‘ ;• ion (EU). 

Professor Rizzi and the 
’ .v- accompanying UNIMED de- 
,g -legation met Thursday Uni- 
“Jveristy of Jordan President 
I^Fawri Gharaibeh, Al al Bayt 
> University President Adnan 
’ ' Al B&khit and later with 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad 
^ Adwan to discuss collabora- 
tion in cultural, scientific and 
development areas and in the 
preservation of archaeologic- 
al sites. 
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New guide book to Jordan 
stands out among others 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A new guide to 
Jordan has hit bookstores in 
Amman, joining the dozens 
of publications that have 
appeared in recent months 
focussing on the Kingdom in 
keeping with increasing inter- 
national interest in the region 
and in anticipation of a boom 
in tourism in the Kingdom. 

It could be easily said that 
the 350-page Spectrum Guide 
to Jordan stands out among 
those publications since the 
very content and presenta- 
tion of the book indicates a 
high level of professionalism, 
both in terms of editorial 
content and technical 
aspects. 

The outstanding features 
of the book include a to-the- 
point presentation of Jor- 
dan's historical past, the poli- 
tical and economic course of 
modern Jordan and tourism 
attractions in the Kingdom. 

A close reading of the 
book, rich with more than 
200 excellently reproduced 
full colour photographs, sup- 
ports the publisher's claim: 
“From Old Testament char- 
acters such as Solomon to the 
present peace-loving royal 
house of Jordan, this is a land 
where the dramatic echoes of 
history' ring out loud and 
dear.” 

That in fact sets the central 
theme of die book. It does 
not offer a thorough scrutiny 
of Jordan’s political and eco- 
nomic history, but then that 
does not appear to be the 
objective of the publisher 
either. Instead, it provides an 


Kingdom on what could be 
described as a ’need -to- 
know” basis. 

Close attention is paid to 
ensure that almost every 
question that any visitor, 
whether tourist, business- 
man, politician or passer-by, 
is likely to ask is satisfactorily 
answered. And for those who 
might want more detailed in- 
formation, the book suggests 
where it could be found by 
listing a large collection of 
publications that have 
appeared over the years 
focussing on specific issues — 
ancient and modern history, 
economy, etc. 

Of particular interest is the 
book’s chronological review 
of Jordan iu a nutshell. It 
provides a brief glimpse to 
the various periods that Jor- 
dan passed through starting 
with the paleolithic period 
(500,000 to 17.000 B.C.) 
through the Bronze Age, the 
Nabatean period and down to 
the Ottoman period, -which 
ended at the turn of the 
century. 

Those details, brief as they 
are (who would have known 
that Neanderthal man hunted 
around Azraq and in south- 
ern Jordan?), are enough 
background insight for any 
average tourist to assess and 
appreciate the various 
archaeological landmarks of 
the Kingdom. 

As far as guides go, the 
detailed descriptions of every 
site of archaeological and 
tourism interest in Jordan are 
not available m that form, and 
presentation as they are in- 
troduced and presented in 
the Spectrum Guide to Jor- 


dan. 

It tells you how far every 
site is from Amman, Aqaba 
and Jerusalem (obviously 
with an eye on the joint 
tourism packages that Jordan 
and Israel are expected to 
offer), how to get there and 
what could be found there 
with the help of key photo- 
graphs and maps. 

The titles of the various 
sections are self-explanatory: 
history, geography and peo- 
ple (25 pages), places and 
travel (174 pages), special fe- 
atures (57 pages), business 
Jordan (four pages), facts at 
your fingertips (10 pages), 
and listings (telephone num- 
bers and addresses of 
emergency services, hospit- 
als, government ministries 
and departments, airlines, 
hotels, travel agents, di- 
plomatic missions, cultural 
centres, and the media. 

Published under the 
umbrella of Spectrum 
Guides, an organisation well- 
known for similar publica- 
tions on many Third World 
countries in Asia and Africa, 
tne guide’s publisher is 
Mohammad Amin. Editorial 
staff include Tahir Shah sup- 
ported by picture director 
Duncan Willetts, internation- 
al projects director Debbie 
Gaiger, editor Roger Bar- 
nard and associate editors 
Bob Smith and Jan Hemring. 

Designed and produced by 
Camerapix Publishers Inter- 
national, Nairobi, Kenya, the 
guide was published by the 
Jordan Distribution. Agency 
of Amman. It carries a list 
price of f 12.9 9 and is sold 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


CONCERT 

* Concert at the Rojai Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITION AND LECTURES 

* Ucta, » German resistance of Nazi .mje^yJOr. 

Abo Hantftsh Rl the Apptiw 

Un^STa. WK, «“ Abo showing an ezhrbmon on 

the same subject. 

‘ EXHIBITIONS 

* Ceramics exhibition by M*hir Samarrai at Alia Art 

Gallery. 

* Ceramics exhibition by N^jwa Anoab at the Orfali Art 
Gallery. 

* Ceramics exhibition by Sa’id AJ ’Ani at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art. Also showing a paintings 
exhibition by Hnsni Abu Karim. 

* Exhibit entitled “Signs and Symbols: Communication 
and Interpretation from the Brandywine Workshop” at 
the American Center. 

* Ceramics exhibition by Mahmoud Taha at Darat Al 
Funun. 

•Cc Exhibition of paintings by Ahmad NV-wash at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation. 
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OFFER TERMINATES 

THURSDAY 1/12/1994 





Buy any perfume now and you could get it FREE 
every week a lucky ABU SHAKRA customer will be refunded 
the entire amount you spent on your purchase of perfumes . 

when you buy any perfume from ABU SHAKRA. 

Make sure you collect your lucky raffle coupon ! 

and give your self the chance to enjoy the most exclusive and 

well known brands from ABU SHAKRA , FREE ! 

A never before offer from ABU SHAKRA 


Abu Shokra 

- Bayader : 817173 

- Shmeisani ; 6971 00 
Gardens St : 696602 

- Abu Shakra Safeway 
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Norwegian EU referendum set 
to go right down to the wire 


OSLO (AFP) — Norway’s 
3.2 million voters will decide 
Monday whether or not to 
join the European Union 
.(EU), and opinion polls indi- 
cate the vote may go right 
dpwn to the wire as Norwe- 
gians battle with the threat of 
isolation versus a strong de- 
sire to retain sovereignty. 

Although polls have indi- 
cated a majority opposes 
membership, a large group 
remains undecided just three 
days before the vote. But 
when pushed, the "don't 
•knows" generally lean to- 
wards a “yes” vote. 

According to two polls Fri- 
day, between 48 and 46 per 
cent of voters are against 
membership, 38 to 39 per 
cent are in favour and be- 
tween 14 and 15 per cent are 
undecided. 

- But a third poll showed 
that when those questioned 
were forced to take a stand 
either way, the result was a 
dead heat. 

Membership snpporters, 
who have slowly been making 
ground in recent weeks, are 
urging votes to say “yes” to 
ensure their security and to 
have a voice in international 


decisions which will affect 
them regardless of mem- 
bership. 

Supporters, located mainly 
in urban areas, argue that 
independence today means 
isolation. 

“Should Norway try to go 
it alone in a world that needs 
more cross-border coopera- 
tion than ever?” asks. Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem 
Bnwdtland, who submitted 
the country’s membership ap- 
plication to the Commission 
in November 1992. 

“We’ll have a hand on the 
wheel and a foot on the 
brake” of the decisions made 
in Brussels, she says. 

The “no" camp is calling 
for a rejection of membership 
because it would mean a loss 
of sovereignty to Brussels, an 
argument which hits home 
among the population in Nor- 
way's expansive north, pri- 
marily inhabited by fisher- 
men and fanners. They feel 
even Oslo is already too far 
away. 

Norway's farmers rely 
heavily on state subsidies due 
to the short season, and fear 
a sharp reduction if they join 


the EU. 

Observers say Norwegians, 
who previously rejected 
membership in a 1972 re- 
ferendum, are reluctant to 
surrender their sovereignty 
because of the fact their 
country was controlled by 
Denmark and Sweden for 455 
years until 1905. 

Both of these links were 
termed “unions”, and the 
world itself has acquired a 
negative connotation among 
*Norwegians, according to 
one observer. 

The date of the referen- 
dum was strategically sche- 
duled so that the electorate 
would be encouraged to say 
“yes” after Nordic neigh- 
bours Finland and Sweden 
voted in favour on Oct. 16 
and Nov. 13 respectively. 

But the threat of isolation 
does not scare opponents, 
who know that Norway's rich 
natural resources — primari- 
ly petroleum and fish — en- 
sure the country a strong 
economy regardless of EU 
membership. 

Norway has the strongest 
economy of ail the Nordic 
countries, registering a trade 
surplus in October of 6.14 


billion kronor (S917 million), 
not including maritime trans- 
port and oil platforms, repre- 
senting an 11.2 per cent in- 
crease from October last 
year. 

The emerging possibility of 
a victory for the “yes” side 
has prompted at least two 
political parties to threaten to 
block ratification of the vote 
if the vote is carried by a 
small majority, igniting a 
political crisis. 

Voting will begin Snnday 
in some 200 northern, 
sparsely-populated communi- 
ties, and continues across the 
entire country Monday. 

The oil and gas industry, 
the lifeblood of the Norwe- 
gian' economy. is strongly un- 
ited in its belief that Norway 
must join the EU in order to 
ensure the country’s security 
and welfare into the next 
century. 

Norway's rich natural re- 
sources of oil, hydroelectric- 
ity and natural gas make the 
country one of the most 
prosperous in Europe and the 
most economically indepen- 
dent nation in the Nordic 
region. 


Helicopters attack Chechen capital 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Some 
40 helicopter gunships bear- 
ing Russian markings laun- 
ched a fierce anack Friday on 
positions loyal to the pro- 
independence government 
■around the Chechen capital 
.Grozny. Interfax reported. 

The unprecedented air- 
borne assault, apparently by 
the Russian -backed opposi- 
tion movement, killed three 
people and injured eight 
according to an initial count 
and also caused severe dam- 
age to Grozny's airport. In- 
terfax said, quoting the 
■Chechen High Command. 

The Chechen military au- 
thorities told Interfax the 
Russian-made and marked 
MI-24 and MI-8 helicopters 
flew in from nearby bases in 
the Russian district of Stavro- 
pol and the Russian Republic 
of Northern Ossetia. 

Both models can be armed 
.with rockets and were widely 
used - by Soviet forces in 
Afghanistan. 

A spokesman for the 
Ministry of Defence in Mos- 
cow “categorically” denied 
participation by Russian 
troops in the reported fight- 
ing in Chechnya. 

The Provisional Council, 
the Russian-backed opposi- 
Ition group fighting Chechen 
President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, earlier announced 
an assault would be mounted 
Friday on Grozny from two 
opposition strongholds in the 
■north and south. 


The Council, which has 
made several helicopter 
attacks on government posi- 
tions in recent days, said it 
would launch a two-pronged 
assauir. using about 60 
armoured vehicles, to seize 
the Caucasian republic’s 
capital, Interfax reported. 

Interfax quoted the Coun- 
cil, based in the northwestern 
Nadterechny district, as 
saying its forces have "under- 
taken more resolute steps to- 
wards the liberation of Groz- 
ny." 

If confirmed. Friday's 
assault would constitute the 
biggest use of helicopters in 
the sporadic war and one of 
the biggest battles between 
the council and Dudayev. 

Russia admits giving funds 
and training to the opposi- 
tion. but denies Chechen 
government claims that Rus- 
sian servicemen are taking 
part in the conflict.' 

Mr. Dudayev has 'been a 
thorn in Moscow’s side since 
1991 when he unilaterally de- 
clared his tiny republic of 1.2 
million people independent 
from the Russian Federation. 

The main opposition 
group, the Interim Council, 
announced on Aug. 2 its in- 
tention to overturn the 
Dudayev regime.' 

The president, a former 
Soviet Air Force general, 
claims the opposition are 
Russian puppets aiming to 
bring the republic back under 
Moscow's control. The 


opposition says Mr. Dudayev 
has bankrupted the country 
and made it an international 
outcast. 

The Dudayev government 
has offered a 510.000 reward 
for information leading to the 
identity of the helicopter 
crews attacking government 
positions this week. Interfax 
reported. The offer was also 
extended to Stavropol and 
North Ossetia. 

The Chechen government 
said earlier this month the 
opposition had been supplied 
with 32 Russian tanks, some 
with Russian crews, which 
Moscow denied. 

The opposition, quoted by 
ITAR-TASS, confirmed it 
had received a major con- 
signment of weapons, heavy 
artillery and aircraft but de- 
clined to say from whom. 

On Sunday, government 
authorities -said Chechen 
opposition forces had won 
control 1 of the strategic village 
of Bratskoye in a bloody 
ground and' air offensive. 

Again, government au- 
thorities said that Russia had 
a hand in the fighting, claim- 
ing shots were fired over the 
border from north Ossetia, 
but again Moscow denied in- 
volvement. 

The biggest battle of the 
conflict so far occurred on 
Oct. 19 when more than 160 
people were killed after Mr. 
Dudayev launched an offen- 
sive against the opposition 
stronghold of Unis Marian. 


Cambodia admits rights abuses by army 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia has admitted 
allegations by a U.N. human 
rights envoy that there have 
been human rights abuses by 
the army and the outlawed 
'Khmer Rouge. 

• Sisowath Sirirath, Cambo- 
dia’s representative to the 
United Nations admitted that 
there was a "great problem” 
with "banditry, kidnappinng 
of innocent foreign and 
Cambodian citizens alike, ex- 
tortion and physical threat 
and harassment committed 
by a small group of people 
who still abuse their power.” 

. In a speech obtained by 
AFP. he added: “The Royal 
Government strongly con- 
demns these barbarous acts 
and puts all of its efforts to 
investigate and pursue this 
matter in order to bring the 
culprits to justice.” 

■ Mr. Sisowath Sirirath deli- 
vered the speech Tuesday to 
the U.N. (reneral Assembly 
in New York outlining the 
government’s response to a 


report on the human rights 
situation in Cambodia by 
U.N. special representative 
Michael Kirby. 

The Cambodian repre- 
sentative said the govern- 
ment would continue “to 
fight to completely rid" the 
country of undersirable ele- 
ments and provide a more 
secure environment. 

The Khmer Rouge were 
primarily responsible for 
creating a climate of insecur- 
ity and carrying out what Mr. 
Kirby reported as the worst 
abuses and human rights 
violations. Mr. Sisowath 
Sirirath said. 

Although Mr. Kirby said in 
his report to the U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly that reported 
crimes by the Khmer Rouge 
constituted “some of the- 
worst abuses of human 
rights” in Cambodia, he also 
said elements within the 
armed forces were "impli- 
cated in a large number of 
human rights abuses through- 
out the country.” 


"Members of the armed 
forces in Cambodia continue 
to enjoy wide and effectively 
uncontrolled powers of 
arrest, detention and even 
execution,” Mr. Kirby said. 

"In many parts of the 
country, village communities, 
deprived of any recourse to 
civil protection, experience 
on a daily basis, the law of 
the gun’.” he added. 

Mr. Kirby said elements 
within the military had been 
behind death threats to 
judges, “the abduction and 
execution of villagers for ex- 
tortion in secret detention 
facilities (and) the frequent 
summary execution of villa- 
gers who oppose or attempt 
to resist army abuses.” 

Mr. Sisowath Sirirath said 
Mr. Kirby's comments on the 
military and prisons had been 
accepted by the government 
and that “comments on indi- 
vidual breaches have been 
passed on to the relevant 
authorities for appropriate 
action.” 



AEROSMTTH WINS MTV AWARD: The group during a gala organised by (he music 
rock group Aerosmilh poses with the Euro- channel MTV in front of Berlin's Branden- 
pean Music Award they received as best rods burg Gate (AFP photo) 


Indonesia 
volcano 
death toll 


rises 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
central Javanese city of 
Yogyakarta was bracing for a 
devastating flood of cold lava 
Friday after the eruption of 
the Merapi volcano killed 
more than 40 people and 
forced the evacuation of 

5,000 others. 

“We have imposed a *fnll 
alert’ condition on settle- 
ments along the Code River, 
which runs through the city," 
said Ani, acting spokes- 
woman for Yogyakarta muni- 
cipality, which lies some 30 
kilometres south of Merapi. 

The 2,911-metre (9,600- 
fect)-high conical volcano, 
which dominates the densely- 
populated southern plain of 
Central Java, spewed out 
lava, ash and deadly heat 
clouds Tuesday that left a 
trail of death and destruction 
on its southern flanks. 


“A total of 35 people, up 
to this morning, have died in 
hospitals here, while 46 
others are still under treat- 
ment,” Lieutenant-Colonel 
Suradal of the Disaster Relief 
Coordination Centre in 
Yogyakarta said by tele- 
phone. 

The head of die centre, 
Lieutnant-Colone] Sugiy an- 
te, has said that eight other 
people were found dead in 
tile area hardest-hit by the 
heat clouds, around the ham- 
let of Turgo, some six 
kilometres sooth of Merapi’s 
crater. 

Health Minister Suyudi 
told journalists here Thurs- 
day that he believed up to 200 
people might still be trapped 
in the danger zones of the 
slopes of Merapi, where 
search-and-rescue teams 
.could not yet enter. 

But Col. Suradal and Ms. 
Ani said that Mr. Suyudi ’s 
estimates were much too 
high. 

Officials at Purwobinan- 
gun, one of the five evacua- 
tion centres in the Sleman 
Regency north of Yogyakar- 
ta, said Thursday that only 
eight members of the Turgo 
hamlet were still un- 
accounted for. 


The centres are currently 
home to over 4,234 people 
evacuated from the danger 
zones, Windu Riyanto of the 
coordination centre said, 
adding that more than 1.000 
others have already moved to 
their relatives’ homes else- 
where. 

■ Search-and-rescue teams 
have said that the whereab- 
outs were not known of six 
people believed to have been 
at a forest park in the moun- 
tain resort of Kaliurang near 
Turgo. 

They also found an aban- 
doned motorcycle with a 
number plate from outside 
die region and with two hel- 
mets on it at the base of the 
Boyong Gorge. 

Ms. Ani, echoing vulcauol- 
.ogy authorities, said that the 
foremost threat to Yogyakar- 
ta, an ancient city of some 
one million people, was the 
accumulation of lava and 
other volcanic debris at the 
top of the Merapi. 

“There is about 10 million* 
tonnes of sediment sifting on 
top of Merapi which could be 
flushed down by heavy rains, 
and may enter the city 
through the Code River ” 
Ms. Ani said. 


Major 
may face 
leadership 
challenge 

LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
could face a challenge to his 
leadership of the Conserva- 
tive Party overstrongann tac- 
tics used to sway a coming 
vote on the European Union 
budget, rebel Conservatives 
said Friday. 

Even Mr. Major's oppo- 
nents agree he is almost cer- 
tain to win next Monday's 
vote in parliament after vow- 
ing to call an election if the 
government were defeated. 

But some Conservative 
“Eurosceptics" are so 
aggrieved at being forced to 
toe the party ljne that they 
are threatening to mount a 
formal challenge to Mr. Ma- 
jor's leadership of the party. 

"There's the likelihood 
that there will be a challenge 
now in the leadership." Re- 
bel member of parliament 
Bill Walker said. 

The angry talk is a reflec- 
tion of the ever-deepening 
divisions within the ruling 
party over Europe. 

Mr. Major’s government 
nearly fell in July 1993 over 
the ratification of the Maas- 
tricht Treaty on European 
Union. 

This week's row, furious 
though it is. is probably just a 
warm-up for the convulsions 
that will shake the party when 
EU governments meet to re- 
view the Maastricht Treaty in 
1996. 

“The big argument is 
1996,” Euro-sceptic MP Iain 
Duncan Smith said. 

He said Mr. Major would 
pay a price by making Euro- 
rebels vote Monday to in- 

m 

crease Britain’s contributions 
to the EU budget. 

"Of course it will leave an 
aftertaste. Thai’s the nature 
of what's happened." he said. 



Sitting on a slender major- 
ity of 14 in the 651-seat 
House of Commons. Mr. Ma- 
jor decided he had no Choice 
but to make the vote an issue 
of confidence, especially as it 
will give effect to an interna- 
tional commitment he made 
to Britain's EU partners. 

But Sir -Nicholas Bonsor. 
defeated Thursday night for 
the chairmanship of the in- 
fluential 1922 Committee of 
Conservative MPs, said Mr. 
Major's ultimatum had left 
MPs feeling that the par- 
liamentary system had been 
“rather cavalieriy handled.” 

“It would be a disastrous 
thing if the government got 
into the habit of using it when 
it was not necessary/ he said. 

For the bitterness to spill 
over into a challenge. 34 
Conservative MPs — 10 per 
cent of the parliamentary 
party — would have to re- 
quest a vote. They must do so 
by writing by next Wednes- 
day to the man who beat Sir 
Nicholas, Sir Marcus Fox. 

So far, however. Sir Mar- 
cus said he had not received a 
single letter. “I am quite cer- 
tain someone would have 
said something when there's 


only two or three days to go," 
he told BBC Radio. 

Asked whether he thought 
there were 34 — or 30 or 20 
— rebels ready to put their 
name to a challenge. Sir Mar- 
cus. an ally of Mr. Major's, 
replied: “You can even go 
down lower than that.” 

Mr. Major inherited the 
top job in British politics 
after a leadership challenge 
to Margaret Thatcher by 
arch-enemy Michael Heselti 
triggered her downfall in 
1990. 

One name mentioned as a 
possible contender is former 
Finance Minister Norman 
Lamont, who has become a 
bitter critic of Mr. Major 
since being sacked last year. 

Asked about Mr. Lamont's 
chances. Major iojiUst Terry 
Dicks said: "Norman no- 
hope is more like' it than 
Norman Lamont. He hasn't 
got a cat in hell's chance." 

Mr. Dicks said Mr. Major 
should crack the whip over 
malcontents in his party who 
were hell-bent on bringing 
him down. "What the PM^has 
to do is to kick their back- 
sides and say we don't want 
you in our party,” Mr. Dicks 
said. 


U.S.to cut Haiti troop strength to 6,000 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
The United States is to cut 
the number of its troops in 
Haiti by one third to £.000 
before the middle of Decem- 
ber. U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry announced 

On a special holiday trip to 
share thanksgiving lunch with 
American soldiers. Mr. Peny 
said the Americans would 
slash their troop strength 
from its present total of 
9,557. 

The move comes amid in- 
creasing pressure from Re- 
publicans in Congress to 
completely remove American 
soldiers from Haiti. 

The White House had 
already promised that only 

9.000 G.I.S. will remain in 
Haiti by Dec. 1, down from a 
high of 19,000 in the days 
immediately after the peace- 
ful invasion ro return ousted 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide. 

The public message of 
troop withdrawals was 
accompanied in private by 
signals from Mr. Perry and 
U.S. ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations Madeleine 
Albright that the United 
States would like to keep to 
its plans to pull out complete- 
ly and hand over peacekeep- 
ing duties to a United Na- 


tions force. 

“My visit here is a power- 
ful symbol the U.S. is deter- 
mined to see the U.N. take 
over to secure democracy in 
Haiti in the near future.” Ms. 
Albright said. 

One U.S. official said the 
two Americans told Mr. Aris- 
tide they could not solve all 
Haiti’s problems and that the 
Haitian people had to get 
“used to not calling Uncle 
Sam when there is a prob- 
lem.” 

After the meeting at the 
presidential palace, Mr. Aris- 
tide and Mr. Perry flew to the 
small central town of Hinche 
where some of the worst hu- 
man rights abuses by the 
military regime that toppled 
Mr. Aristide occurred. 

Ms. Albright flew by heli- 
copter to the southern port of 
Jacmel where around 60 
American soldiers are garri- 
soned in an old casino over- 
looking the bay. 

She ate a traditional Tur- 
key meal with Americans and 
a bandful of international 
police monitors from New 
Zealand before giving away 
presents of popcorn, jelly- 

bears and cigars. An American 
official said the dears were not 
Caban. 

After being presented with 


a special forces green beret. 
Ms. Albright praised the 
work of the' troops and said 
Haitians were almost unani- 
mously pleased at their pre- 
sence. 

“[ think they'd kind of like 
us to stay forever but that is 
not our plan.” Ms. Albright 
said. 

In a bid to make the holi- 
day appear as normal as 
possible. the military shipped 
in tons of Turkey, ham. 
shrimp and pumpkin pie. as 
well as massive quantities of 
ham, potatoes, corn, gravy, 
beans and other trimmings. 

Ms. Albright returned to 
the capital to see Haitian 
soldiers being trained in 
policing techniques — the 
programme is part of an 
effort to retrain the army — 
and had her photograph 
taken with several of the U.S. 
and foreign instructors. 

Mr. Aristide, meanwhile, 
in the spirit of reconciliation 
he has espoused vociferously 
since his Oct. 15 return, in- 
vited two of his sharpest cri- 
tics in the Senate, Bob Dole 
and Jesse Helms, to visit the 
Caribbean nation. 

“They will be welcome 
here to hear the national 
anthem.” a smiling Aristide 
said. 


29 East Timor exiles arrive 


LISBON (Agencies) — 
Twenty-nine East Timorese 
exiles arrived Friday in Por- 
tugal where they win benefit 
freon political asylum follow- 
ing a 12-day protest sit-in at 
die U.S. embassy in Jakarta. 

They were due to meet 
Portuguese Foreign Minis- 
try officials, members of the 
Red Gross and officials who 
will help diem settle in the 
country. - 

The demonstrators 
climbed the fence into the 
embassy compound on Nov. 
12, during the Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) forum summit in In- 
donesia, to Jakarta’s embar- 
rassment. 

The demonstrators 
accepted an offer of asylum 
fro m Port ugal, fearing repris- 
als from the Indonesian au- 
thorities for their protest. 

Exhausted but defiant after 
a 12-day embassy sit-in, the 
29 East Timorese youths in 
Amsterdam Friday called on 
world governments to im pos e 
sanctums and take military 
action against Indonesia. 

Waving victory signs and 
punching the air, the protes- 
ters passed through the 
Dutch capital on the way 
from the Jakarta U.S. embas- 
sy compound to Lisbon. 

“We think European and 
U.S. governments should 
pressure on Indonesa — 
with economic sanctions, and 
then maybe they should take 



action like they have in the 
Middle East — military ac- 
tion,” the youths’ spokesman 
Domingos Sarmento Alves 
told reporters at Amster- 
dam’s Schiphol Airport. 

Portugal ruled East Timor 
until a few months before 
Indonesia invaded the terri- 
tory in 1975 and is still recog- 
nised by the United Nations 
as the ruling authority there. 

The students had vowed to 
stay at the U.S. embassy in 
Jakarta until they had se- 
cured U.S. aid in releasing 
guerrilla leader Xanana Gus- 
mao, who is serving a 20-year 
jail sentence for subversion. 

But on Friday Mr. Alves 
said: “We have attracted the 
attention of the international 
community, but... our de- 
mands have not been met.” 

The protestors told Reu- 
ters they would accept Por- 
tugal’s offer of asylum be- 
cause they feared for their 
safety in Jakarta. 

Mr. Alves said the youths 
were also demanding that 
Mr. Xanana be included in 
proposed talks between In- 
donesia and Portugal to solve 
the problem of East Timor, 
and international bodies be 
given access to investigate the 
1991 massacre. 

“We have been suffering 
for 19 years, but it still seems 
that economic interests are 
more important than hnman 
rights to die international 
community,” Mr. Alves said. 


vri 

to show the world 
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very short time, the | 

East Timor were sti 
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— the right to self de 
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A Portuguese go> 
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the airport said tbi 
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stay in Portugal 
as they want.” 

Meanwhile, 
Foreign Ministei 
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sia Friday to grant 
measure of 
determination” 
Timor, arguing i 
could no longer be 
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1st east German 
restaurant gets 
Michelin star 

DRESDEN. Germany 
(AFP) — For rhe first time, a 
restaurant in former east 
Germany outside Berlin has 
received' a srar in the presti- 
gious Michelin Guide which 
judges culinary establish- 
ments around the world. The 
Erholung. meaning "relaxa- 
tion”. in Dresden received 
the mark of distinction for 
the quality of cuisine by its 
25-year old chef Mario Pattis, 
the publishers of the book 
announced Thursday in Ger- 
many. His traditional dishes, 
inspired by the Sachsen 
Royal Court, have been up- 
dated. using lighter ingre- 
dients to appeal to modem 
tastes, they said. The res- 
taurant became rapidly popu- 
lar after it opened in 1985, 
but its chef had to wait for the 
reunification of East and 
West Germany following the 
fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 
before he could achieve his 
ambition of learning in the 
kitchens of western hotels 
and restaurants. A restaurant 
in the Berlin section of the 
guide received one star for 
the second year running. 


Male infertility 
due to missing 
protein 


TORONTO (R) — About 
half of all male infertility 
cases can be explained by 
the lack of a crucial protein in 
the sperm, a group of Cana- 
dian researchers announced. 

The protein, dubbed P30H, is 
added to sperm as it travels 
through the cpidididuimis 
tube, after being released 
from the testes, said Dr. Gil- 
les Bleau. director of the 
Montreal. Quebec, group of 
scientists who made the dis- 
covery. In the absence of this 
protein, the sperm is unable 
to make contact and bind 
with a woman egg. “This is a 
very critical step in fertilisa- 
tion," said Dr. Bleau. “A 
man who does not produce 
this protein, we believe is 
infertile.” These findings 
should revolutionise the way 
sterility in males is diagnosed 
and treated, said Dr. Bleau. 
Currently, doctors test for 
sterility in men by evaluating 
whether sperm is being pro- 
duced in the semen, if it is 
normal-looking, and if it is 
mobile. Using these criteria, 
doctors have been able to 
explain the causes of male 
infertility about 25 per cent of 
the time. About eight to 10 
per cent of Canadian couples 
^suffer from infertility, while 
men and women are equally 
responsible for the condition. 

The study analysed semen 
from sperm donors kept in 
the Maisonneue-Rosemont 
Hospital in Montreal and two 
separate in-vitro fertilisation 
clinics. This protein has been 
known to exist in hamsters, 
and it is only in the last three 
years that researchers have 
tried to identify it in humans, 
said Dr. Bleau. , 

China to crack j 

down on scientific j 

fraud 


researchers who fabricate 
suits to cheat consumers 
obtain salary raises 
promotion, a report said 
day. Beginning next y 
striae r controls will be 
posed on the appraisal 
scientific achievements 
Order to weed out fraudu 
breakthroughs from gem 
discoveries. Vice Ministe 
the state Science and T< 
nology Commission iSS‘ 
Han Deqian said. St 
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quality of evaluations." 
Han was quoted as savin* 
the China Daily. Under 
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search with technical appl 
lions listed in provincial 
state science plans, thus . 
ting the caseload by sorm 
per cent. Mr. Han said, si 
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World News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1994 J 



Bihac fighting continues despite truce 


SARAJEVO (R) — Th e 
commander of U.N. troops in 
Bosnia, Lieutenant-General 
Sir Michael Rose, announced 
a ceasefire between Serbs 
and Muslims in Bihac Friday 
but U.N. officials said fight- 
ing was still going on. 

A reporter at government- 
controlled Bihac Television 
said explosions were still 
rocking the outskins of the 
Muslim-held town after the 
truce was said to have come 
into effect. 

"We can bear detonations, 
heavy artillery, tanks, howit- 
zers and cannons. We haven't 
heard about a ceasefire. But 
from what we bear, we don’t 


believe it,” reporter Safet 
Kunovic told Reuters by 
telephone from the centre of 
the town. 

Staff at the television sta- 
tion said they were moving: 
into their shelters. 

A U.N. military spokes- 
man, Major Koos Sol, said 
there were few Muslim 
troops in the town Friday 
morning. 

A U.N. relief aid worker 
who spent the morning in 
• Bihac town said there was no 
direct shelling while she was 
there. The town centre was 
but extremely tense 
with virtually no-one in the 
streets. 

Monique Tuffelli of the 


UNHCR told Reutes by tele- 
phone from the Coralia U.N. 
base inside the Bihac enclave 
that “we could hear heavy 
machinegun fire from the 
outskirts about one to two 
kilometres away but no mor- 
tars or shelling." 

A senior U.N. official said 
in Sarajevo: “The ceasefire is 
not holding perfectly. It is a 
typical Bosnian ceasefire.” 

The 'U.N. uses the term 
“Bosnian ceasefire” to de- 
scribe a truce which is agreed 
but also accompanied by 
shooting. 

Gen. Rose earlier told re- 
porters in Sarajevo: “There is 
no local ceasefire in effect in 
Bihac as of this morning.” 


A meeting Friday at 
Sarajevo Airport between 
Serb and Muslim representa- 
tives to discuss the truce and 
its possible wider application 
to the whole of Bosnia ad- 
journed after an hour to en- 
able the parties to consult 
their leaderships. 

The airport meeting, 
chaired by Gen. Rose, was 
attended by Bosnian Prime 
Minister Haris Silajdzic and 
Nikola Koljevic, vice presi- 
dent of the self-styled Bos- 
nian Serb Republic. 

United Nations military 
sources said Serb forces now 
occupied up to 20 per cent of 
the Bihac “safe area” and 
would face little resistance if 



A badly -injured man is rushed into a Sarajevo hospital after 
ten rocket-propelled grenades were fired from Bosnian-Serb 
positions into the dty. One grenade hit the Holiday Inn 
Hotel, two exploded in the street, three hit a police station 


lodged in the hotel, and four others exploded near the 
Brotherhood and Unity Bridge linking government-held 
areas with tite Serb district of Grbavka. At least two people 
were wounded (AFP photo). 


they wanted to take the town. 

The sources said there 
were probably no more than 
300 Muslim-led government 
troops defending Bihac, 
whose defences looked “fra- 
gile and vulnerable.” 

U.N. officials said there 
had been a drop in fighting 
on the Debeljaca -HTH over- 
looking Bihac town, where 
fog had cut visibility. But 
there was still heavy-calibre 
tiring to the east and north- 
west of the town. 

‘There is still some heavy- 
calibre weapons fire on the 
Grabez Plateau, where they 
are fighting for the last bit of 
ground. There is also some 
heavier fire to the north- 
west," a U.N. official said. 

Gen. Rose said Thursday, 
he doubted whether the 
Bihac defenders had enough 
strength left to repel the Serb 
forces if they were deter- 
mined to take the town. 

About 50,000 people are 
believed to be sheltering in 
Bihac, a U.N.-protected area 
which has been under attack 
from Bosnian and Croat 
Serbs for the past two weeks. 

NATO backed away 
Thursday from endorsing a 
U.S. plan to save the Bosnian 
town over the question of 
-who would provide ground 
forces to ensure its success. 

After a day-long debate, 
the NATO council sent the 
plan, which would have 
ordered all fighters out of an 
enlarged safe area under 
threat of air strikes, back to 
the United Nations without 
even mentioned it by name. 

A statement expressed the 
alliance’s willingness to sup- 
port continuing diplomatic 
efforts to solve the crisis and 
said merely it “would be 
ready to consider how to 
assist the U.N. in im- 
plementing these objectives 



The commander of the U.N. forces in Bosnia, 
General Sir Michael Rose (left) looks at 
Bosnian Prune Minister Haris Sfejdzic as both 
hold a joined press conference. Mr. Silqjdzic 


said that he accepted the fact that the Bosnian 
government forces lost tbe battle for Bihac aad 
that be wants to negotiate for a ceasefire (AFP 
photo) 


once they had been agreed.” 

The statement fell far short 
of U.S. hopes that NATCf 
would end a week of tough 
air strikes with a ringing en- 
dorsement of Washington's 
plan to save Bihac. 

U.N. officials said the 
Serbs had detained 255 Cana- 
dian, French, Russian and 
Ukrainian peacekeepers. 
Bosnian government troops 
later prevented another 100 
Canadians from evacuating 
their base. 

Bosnian Serbs had 
threatened “all-out war” in 
retaliation for NATO air 
raids Monday and Wednes- 
day which hit an airfield and 
destroyed radars and anti- 
aircraft missiles. 

The Bosnian government 
army 5th Corps said Friday 
that heavy Serb shelling from 
occupied Croatia was driving 
people from surrounding vil- 
lages into Bihac and “the 
roads to Bihac are filled with 
corpses.” 


The Bihac Press Agency in 
Zagreb quoted 5th- Corps 
sources as saying the “fiercest 
attacks on Bihac are coining 
from the Croatian Serb side 
on Mount Pljesevica and 
from Debeljaca Hill (outside 
Bihac town).” 

‘Mots of people are fleeing 
Bosnian villages close to the 
border with Croatia and 
trying to reach the town. 
They are being shelled at 
from Pljesevica and the roads 
from there to Bihac are filled 
with corpses,” the 5th Corps 
source said. 

“Together with the re- 
fugees there are about 70,000 
people in Bihac now,” they 
added. 

The United Nations could 
not immediately confirm the 
reports. 

France said Friday the 
situation in Bihac was ex- 
tremely grave and the West 
must react, but it stopped 
short of saying how. 

French Foreign Ministry 


spokesman Richard Duque 
told reporters: “The fall-pf 
Bihac would be a turning 
point and would bave reper- 
cussions on tbe whole 're- 
gion. 

“Along with the UNPRQ- 
FOR command, France con- 
siders that tbe situation cap- 
not be left to deteriorate 
without reacting,” he saicC 

The French spokesman 
said it was vital to achieve^ 
ceasefire and noted that 
NATO’s council had taken 
decisions aimed at haltmgthe 
fighting, even though it failed 
to endorse a U.S. “stabilisa- 
tion plan” for Bihac. 

French officials sard 
France, Britain and Spain, 
the three NATO allies with 
the most peacekeeping 
troops on the ground in Bos- 
nia, felt it was unrealistic to 
adopt such a plan without any 
indication of what, if any, 
extra military means would 
be made available on die 
ground to enforce it. 


Delors ahead of Balladur in 2 polls 


PARIS (AFP) — Socialist 
Jacques Delors would beat 
conservative French Prime 
Minister Edouard Baliadur in 
the second round of presiden- 
tial elections due next May. 
an opinion poll said Friday. 

It was the second poll in a 
week to put Mr. Delors, out- 

f oing president of jhe 
uropeqn Commission, 
ahead of Mr. Baliadur if they 
were left to fight it out in a 
second-round run-off. 

In the new poll by the 
1PSOS institute to be carried 
in the weekly Le Point Satur- 
day. Mr. Delors would win 
by 51 per cent against 49 per 
cent for Mr. Baliadur. revers- 
ing the findings of a similar 
poll a month ago. 

If Gaullist leader Jacques 
Chirac was pitted against Mr. 
Delors, the gap would be 
much bigger with 59 per cent 
to the European Commission 


LISBON (R) — The Portu- 
guese government said Fri- 
day it was investigating a 
report that it delivered four 
helicopters to the Angolan 
government last year and ser- 
viced its Soviet-built war-- 
planes, breaking an arms 
embargo. 

“Some activities referred 
to by the weekly Indepen- 
dent^ newspaper were not 
known to the Defence Minis- 
try,” Defence Ministry 
spokesman Major Carlos 


chief and 41 per cent for Mr. 
Chirac, In last month’s poll, 
55 per cent were for Mr. 
Delors and 45 per cent for 
Mr. Chirac. 

On Wednesday, a poll by 
the BVA institute put Mr. 
Delors ahead of Mr. Baliadur 
for the first rime in the run- 
off, giving the former 52 per 
cent of the vote against 48 per 
cent for the latter in the 
battle to succeed Socialist 
President Francois Miner- 
rand, compared to a 10-point 
lead for Mr. Baliadur last 
month. r 

Previous polls had at best 
put Mr. Delors neck-and- 
neck with Mr. Baliadur, 
whose centre-right coalition 
has been shaken by his rivalry 
with Mr. Chirac for the pres- 
idency and by a series of 
corruption scandals. 

Wednesday's poll also said 


m 

Chaves told a news confer- 
ence. 

“The ministry is seeking 
more information to clarify 
the situation.” he added. 

The Lisbon-based weekly 
Independente Friday said the 
General Office of Aero- 
nautical Equipment 
(OGMA), an aircraft repair 
firm owned by the Portu- 
guese Armed Forces, deli- 
vered the French- built 
Alouette III helicopters and a 
Swiss-built PC-7 trainer to 


that Mr. Delors would be 
victorious in a second-round 
run-off against Mr. Chirac, 
winning by 56 per cent to 44 
per cent. 

Meanwhile a third poll in 
the daily Parisien Friday by 
tbe CSA institute said Mr. 
Baliadur would easily beat 
Mr. Chirac if U.S.-style pres- 
idential primaries were orga- 
nised among conservative 
'parties to choose a single 
candidate of the right. 

The poll said Mr. Baliadur 
would win* 57 per cent of 
votes against 24 per cent for 
Mr. Chirac, mayor of Paris 
and leader of the Gaullist 
Rally For the Republic 
(RPRJ. 

Mr. Chirac Wednesday 
vowed to stay in the race', 
regardless of opinion poll re- 
sults. Primaries could be held 
between Jan. 15 and Feb. 15. 


the Angolan government in 
1993. 

Independente said this 
violated an arms embargo on 
both the Angolan govern- 
ment and the rebel UNIT A 
movement which Portugal, 
the mediator of a failed 1991 
peace agreement in Angola, 
had undertaken to respect. 

Mr. Chaves iold TSF 
Radio that Portugal agreed to 
sell the aircraft to Angola in 
1987, before the embargo 
came into effect. 


S. Korean 
opposition 
leader 
quits 

parliament 

SEOUL (AFP) — South Ko- 
rean opposition leader Lee 
Ki-Taek Friday announced 
he was resigning his par- 
liamentary seat to devote all 
his time to push for the in- 
dictment of two former 
ge nerals-tumed-presidents. 

The move was here as a 
last-ditch effort by Mr. Lee to 
rekindle disputes over a 1979 
military rebellion and emerge 
from the shadow of Kim Dae- 
Jung, the retired opposition 
leader who is believed to be 
trying to make a comeback 
for the 1997 presidential elec- 
tion. 

“The rebellion leaders 
must be brought to justice 
and be judged under the 
name of history,” Mr. Lee 
said in a statement he read at 
a press conference. 

T am resigning my par- 
liamentary seat... to press for 
their indictment,” a deter- 
mined Lee said. 

He called for an early 
genereal election to form a 
new National Assembly, 
accusing the sitting 14th 
assembly of having failed to 
discharge its duty, especially 
in probing government cor- 
ruption scandals. 

He also pledged to launch 
a nationwide campaign to 
press for the cause, which 
will stan with a weekend 
mass rally at the central dty 
of Taejon. 

Mr. Lee, head of the coun- 
try’s largest opposition, the 
Democratic Party (DP), had 
led a dragging' boycott of 
parliament over a prosecu- 
tion dedsion last month not 
to indict the two former-pres- 
idents, Chun Doo-Hwan and 
Roh Tae-Woo. 

Mr. Chun became presi- 
dent id 1979 after leading the 
military rebellion, known 
hwere as 12-12 (Dec. 12) 
inddent. Mr. Roh, who was 
involved in the coup, re- 
placed Mr. Chun in 1987. 

The prosecution last month 
found the two guilty of stag- 
ing a rebellion, but said it 
would nor indict them be- 
cause of their past service to 
the development of the coun- 
try. 

Mr. Lee’s resignation was 
later presented to National 
Assembly Speaker Hwang 
Nak-Ju, who said he would 
discuss it with the DLP and 
other party' leaders. 

But analysts here said Mr. 
Lee would' not lose his seat 
pending the acceptance of his 
resignation 

There is little possibility 
that rite ruling Democratic 
Liberal Party (DLP), which 
has a comfortable majority in 
pariiament. would vote to 
accept Mr Lee’s resignation, 
they said. 


Rwanda installs interim parliament 


KIGALI (R) — Rwanda in- 
stalled and interim parlia- 
ment Friday with the enor- 
mous tasks of reconciling its 
two main ethnic groups, re- 
building its economy and 
ushering in democratic rule. 

One by one the 70 mem- 
bers of the Transitional 
National Assembly stood. Bi- 
ble in hand, ami took an oath 
before hundreds of their 
countrymen in a Kigali sta- 
dium. 

The pledged to work to- 
wards unity of their central 
African country, in which up 
to a million people died in 
massacres and civil war be- 
tween April and July. Most 
of the victims were members 
of the minority Tutsi tribe 
killed by the majority Hutu. 

“This is the first step to- 
wards democratic rule, to- 
wards unity of our country 
and you men and women 
must work to make that a 
reality.” Prime Minister 
Faustin Twagiramungu told 
them. 

The assembly consists of 
representatives nominated by 
eight political parties and the 
TUtsi-icd rebel urmy that de- 
feated the previous Hutu- 
domiaated government and 
ar my in July. 

It excludes parties impli- 
cated in the genocide. Mem- 
bers will serve for five years, 
sfter which presidential and 
Parliamentary elections have 


been promised. 

Head of state Pasteur 
Bizimungu presided over the 
swearing-in, accompanied by 
Vice-President and Defence 
Minister Paul Kagame. 

Many Rwandans and out- 
siders believe the country can 
not know peace so long as 
nearly two million Hutu, in- 
cluding the troops and mili- 
tiamen of the former govern- 
ment, are exiled in Zaire, 
Burundi and Tanzania. 

The government says it 
wants to put on trial many of 
those in exile for their role in 
genocide after the assassina- 
tion of military strongman 
and President Juvenal 
Habvarimana on April 6. 

Diplomats said the assem- 
bly's most difficult task would 
be reviving an economy shat- 
tered by war and starved of 
foreign aid. 

Western donors are hold- 
ing back new aid and 
emergency credits until 
Rwanda reaches an agree- 
ment with the World Bank 
jnd the International Monet- 
ary Fund, which seek repay- 
ment of $9 million in arrears. 

Western nations also want 
to sec a move towards demo- 
cratic rule as conditions for 
resuming bilateral aid. 

Five main political parties 
— the ruling Rwanda Patrio- 
tic Front, Republican Demo- 
cratic Movement, Social 
Democratic Party, Liberal 


Party and Christian Demo- 
cratic Party — have 11 repre- 
sentatives each in the interim 
parliament. 

The military wing of the 
RPF, the Rwanda 'Patriotic 
Army, has six members rep- 
resenting its five brigades and 
the Gendarmerie. 

Three smaller parties — 
the Islamic Democratic Par- 
ty, the Rwandese socialist 
Party and the Rwandese 
Democratic People's Union 
— have three assembly mem- 
bers each. 

Rwanda has named a new 
foreign minister to replace 
tbe former minister who fled 
to Paris last month with up to 
5187,000 in government cash, 
officials said. 

They said the new minister 
appointed by Prime Minister 
Twagiramungu was Anastaza 
Gasan a from Mr. Twagir- 
amungu’s Republican Demo- 
cratic Movement (MDR) 
party. 

Mr. Gasana is a former 
ambassador to the United 
States and takes over from 
Jean-Marie Ndagijimana, a 
Hutu, who fled to Paris 
saying he had fallen out with 
the government over reprisal 
killings and jailings of Hutus. 

But government officials in 
Kigali say be was a common 
thief who stole money meant 
for Rwanda’s New York mis- 
sion. 


■ 

Portugal probes helicopter sale to Angola 


Most Italians do not think Berlusconi should quit 


ROME (Agencies) — An 
opinion poll published Friday 
said 53 per cent of Italians did 
not think Prime Minister Sil- 
vio Berlusconi should quit 
over a corruption probe but 
showed voters split on 
whether his shaky centre- 
right government should go. 

The survey by the SWG 
research institute Tor TEs- 
• presso magazine alfg, ^indi- 
cated that if a new govern- 
ment had to be formed, a 
centre-left coalition was the 
preferred choice. 

If a new centre-right coali- 
tion emerged, 24.4 per cent 
of respondents wanted anti- 
graft magistrate Antonio di 
Pietro to lead it. Neo-Fascist 
National Alliance leader 
Gianfranco Fini was the next 
choice on 21 .8 per cent with 
Mr. Berlusconi far behind on 
11.9 per cent, tbe magazine 
said. 

It released the survey 
ahead of publication Satur- 
day. 

It said it was carried out 
among 800 Italians on Nov. 


22, after support for Mr. Ber- 
lusconi's Forza Italia party 
slumped in local elections 
and after Milan magistrates 
advised him he was under 
investigation for alleged cor- 
ruption. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who has 
denied wrongdojng and said 
bei will not ,rcsighV is fighting 
to keep hisT explosive six- 
month-old coalition Math the 
neo-fascist National Alliance 
and the federalist Northern 
League together. 

the SWG survey said 53 
pgr cent of the voteis sur- 
veyed believed Mr. Berlusco- 
ni should stay in office de- 
spite the investigation against 
him, while 37.7 per cent 
thought he should resign. 

On the coalition. 44.4 per 
cent thought it should resign 
while 45.8 per cent wanted it 
to continue in power. 

Asked, however, what son 
of government should be 
formed if the coalition could 
not carry on, 38.2 per cent 
said they supported a centre- 
left alliance of the League 


with the opposition centrist 
Popular Party and the leftist 
Progressives. 

L'Espresso said 30.1 per 
cent would suppon a renewal 
of the current coalition, v/hi-c 
14.4 per cent wanted e_. .nsti- 
tutional government. The 
rest were “don’t knows.” 

. Mr. Berlusconi Friday held 
talks with President Oscar 
LuipScalfaro on the political 
and social crises that threaten 
to topple his government. 

Mr. Berlusconi qualified 
the talks as “normal and cor- 
dial.” 

But the daily Repubblica 
said Friday the president was 
at loggerheads with Mr. Ber- 
lusconi and planning to re- 
place his rightist government 
with a government of nation- 
al unity excluding the neo- 
fascist National Alliance and 
Mr. Berlusconi's Forza Italy, 
both members of the current 
coalition. 

Mr. Scalfaro had cancelled 
a meeting with the premier 
Thursday, citing a busy sche- 
dule. 


Mr. Berlusconi said the 
two men discussed the con- 
troversial 1995 budget, talks 
the premier held late Thurs- 
day with union leaders to 
head off a looming general 
strike and “the future of the 
ruling parries and of this gov- 
ernment,” . ■ <- 

Mr. B.e.iiusconi ..bad 
announced Tuesday he would 
brief Mr. Scalfaro after be 
was served with a judicial 
notice putting him under in- 
vestigation for alleged cor- 
ruption as head of his Finin- 
vest media-based empire.- -■ 

“There is some kind of 
fever and we must all work 
together to lower it,” he said, 
referring to the turmoil cre- 
ated by his political and legal 
woes. 

Union leaders said Friday 
they would not cancel a 
general strike scheduled for 
Dec. 2 unless Mr. Berlusconi 
reconsidered cuts in pension . 
spending that form part of a 
controversial series of auster- 
ity measures in the 1995 draft 
budget. 


Nepali monarchist parties rules out coalition 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nep- 
al’s pro-monarchist poten- 
tial polrical kingmakers rule 
d out the possiblity of a coali- 
tion government Friday as a 
solution to general elections 
that left a hung parliament. 

“We are not going to join 
any coalition with anybody,” 
declared Rastriya Praj antra 
Party (RPP) spokesman 
Kamal Thapa. 

He told reporters his party, 
which gained dramatically 
from four seats in 1991 elec- 
tions — Nepal’s first multi- 
party polls in three decades 
— to 20 this time, had not 
decided who should form the 
government. 

The only contenders were 
the Communist Unified 
Marxist-Leninist Party 
(UML), which came out on 
top with 88 seats, and the 
outgoing ruling Nepali Con- 


gress which recovered from 
dismal early results to end 
with 83. 

Whoever King Birendra 
calls on to form what the RPP 
decision guaranteed would be 
a minority government, has 
to win a majority in the 205- 
seat assembly in a vote of 
confidence to be held within 
‘ 30 days. 

Who that will be could 
depend on the RPP, and Mr. 
Thapa said its suppon would 
go to whoever offered the 
best deal. 

“Who to support and on 
whar condition would depend 
on receiving their proposals,” 
Mr. Thapa said. 

• 

The only alternative to 
allowing the. RPP to dictate 
the formation of a govern- 
ment in the Himalayan na- 
tion that ranks among the 


world's 10 poorest would be 
for the two main parties to 
come to some arrangement 
between themselves. 

The leaders of the UML 
and Congress joined hands in 
1990 to drive a bloodstained 
campaign for multi-party 
democracy that succeeded in 
forcing King Birendra to 
yield many of -his absolute 
powers and become a consti- 
tutional monarch. 

They cooperated again in 
an interim government that 
led to general elections in the 
following year, tbe first since 
a palace coup ended a brief 
experiment with multi-parry 
democracy 30 years earlier. 

Congress President Krish- 
na Prasad Bhattarai told re- 
porters the UML wanted his 
party to support it from the 
opposition benches, but Con- 
gress was “very much hesi- 


tant to do thar.” 

The UML, reversing its 
earlier insistence it would nfrt 
consider a coalition, said it 
was now prepared to contem- 
plate such a government. : 

> 

“We have not closed opr 
doors to a coalition, bur. it 
would be better to have -a 
minority government of the 
UML supported by other 
parties in opposition.” the 
UML spokesman Pradeep 
Nepal told reporters. 

But he said Congress had 
no right to stake a claim. tp 
power, as Mr. Bhattarai did 
in a meeting with King Biren- 
dra Thursday night. 

“It is not the parliamentary 
norm for Congress morally to 
stake a claim to form a gov- 
ernment since it has been 
reduced from the majority,? 1 
he said. • « 


— ■ ■ ■ ■ — ■■ ■ . ■ t ^ 

Austrian parties announce formation of government 


VIENNA (R) — Austria’s 
Social Democrat and con- 
servative parties announced 
the formation of a new coali- 
tion government Friday near- 
ly seven weeks after a general 
election dealt them their 
worst results since 1945. 

Chancellor-designate 
Franz Vranitzky, leader of 
the Social Democratic Party 
(SPOE), said the coalition 
government would present its 
legislative programme to par- 
liament next Wednesday. 

“1 am veiy pleased with the 
result and I am looking for- 
ward to a good term of gov- 
ernment,” Mr. Vranitzky 
said at a news conference, 
delayed by nearly two hours 
by what appeared to be last- 
minute negotiations. 

Mr. Vranitzky was flanked 

by People’s Party (OEVP) 
leader Erhard Busek who 
said the Austrian government 


was confident of playing an 
active role in the European 
Union (EU). 

Austrian voters backed 
(EU) membership by two to 
one in a referendum in June 
and the country is scheduled 
to join the bloc in January 
with Finland and Sweden. 
Norway votes on EU entry 
□ext Monday.. 

Both leaders stressed that 
the new government would 
work ro reduce Austria’s big 
budget deficit, and introduce 
a leaner, more efficient admi- 
nistration. 

“There will be a clear im- 
provement in the Austrian 
federal budget,” Mr. Vra- 
nitzky said. “That is neces- 
sary because in past years the 
federal budget grew... in a 
way that cannot be permitted 
anymore.” 

Trade unions have warned 
that they are prepared to 


fight any deep cuts in welfare 
payments. 

Mr. Vranitzky provided no 
details on the budget cuts but 
Austrian media have re- 
ported that the two parties 
had agreed to cuts of at least 
250 billion schillings (S23 bil- 
lion) within their four-year 
term of government. 

The Finance Ministry has 
projected a 1995 budget 
shortfall of around 1 17 billion 
schillings (S10.7 billion). 

An Austrian top economic 
think tank warned last month 
that the country's budget de- 
ficit could soar next year un- 
less action was taken because 
Vienna would also be 
weighed down as a net contri- 
butor to EU coffers. 

Vienna is due to pay the 
EU around Si billion in its 
first year of membership. 

Mr. Busek said the govern- 
ment had also to make a 


serious effort to create a- 
more efficient administra-.’ 
non. ; 

“We need modernisation.; 
liberalisation for a more effi- 
cient state.” he said. 

To complete the formali- 
ties, Mr. Vranitzky will pre-* 
sent his government to Presi- 
dent Thomas Klestil after he. 
returns from an official visit 
to Italy Saturday. 

The Social Democrats and- 
conservatives, who have gov- 
erned Austria for most of the 
past 50 years, suffered then- 
worst results in the Oct. 9* 
general election since 1945' 
but remained the two largest, 
parties. _ ■ 

The far-right Freedom Par- 
ty made the biggest gains in' 
the national ballot. Leader, 
Joerg Haider has branded the ■ 
planned spending cuts as a 
blow to tbe people who can; 
least afford it. ' ■ 
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Fairness on way to responsibility 

WHEN AND how to conduct the Pales tinian 
elections for the projected Palestinian National 
Council rem ains to be the principal bone of 
contention between the Pales tinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) and Israel. The mandate and scope 
of national responsibilities of the Palestinian 
Council also compound this dispute and appear 
to threaten the entire democratic process in the 
liberated Palestinian territories. Yet there is no 
effective way to settle the standoff between the 
PLO on the one hand and Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad on the other without conducting the 
elections as speedily as possible. Short of allowing 
the Palestinian constituencies to go to the ballot 
box and cast their votes according to their 
conscience, the opposition to the PNA would 
continue to seek grounds for claiming legitimacy 
as the representatives of the people in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank. Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has been unduly dragging his feet 
on this issue and in the process appears to be 
undermining authority, stability and security in 
the areas subject to the PNA’s rule. 

We do not think the parties should split hairs 
on the fine points connected with the sought-after 
elections. Whether the membership of the 
Palestinian Council should be expanded to a 
hundred or so elected representatives or limited 
to a much smaller^ number, as Israel insists, is 
not the kind of issue that should continue to 
divide, the two parties. Instead the overall aims 
and objectives of the Israeli-Paiestinian peace 
talks should determine these disputed subjects 
and put them in proper perspective. The sooner 
the Palestinians can exercise the right to vote the 
sooner legitimacy and the rule of law would reign 
supreme in the affected areas. 

The holding of the elections, in fact, acquires 
an added sense of urgency since the truce 
attained between the PLO chair man, Yasser 
Arafat, and the leadership of the opposing 
Palestinian factions re mains uneasy and ready to 
unravel at any time. The gap between the 
Palestinian groups supporting peace with Israel 
and those opposing it is simply too wide to be 
bridged by any temporary “ceasefire.’ 9 Only free 
and democratic elections would settle the stale- 
mate once and for all and Israel should not be or 
appear to be as the main stumbling block in the 
face of the elections process. 

It is just possible that last Friday’s bloody 
dash could be used to accelerate, rather than 
retard, not only the transfer of international 
funds to the PNA but also to put the elections 
issue on course. The funding objectives seem to 
.be on track again after all parties sounded the 
alarm about the deteriorating situation in the 
Gaza Strip. Holding the Palestinian elections on 
time is still the unfinished business awaiting the 
two sides. The ball is in the Israeli government’s 
court. Not playing fair with the Palestinian side 
at this juncture would be highly irresponsible. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

MOHAMMAD SUBEIHI. a columnist in Al Dust our, 
blamed the donor nations for many of the headaches facing 
Yasser Arafat in the self-rule areas of Palestine. Delay in 
providing the funds promised by the donor nations was 
aimed at rendering the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
leader unable to control matters, hence the violence which 
erupted in Gaza in the past week, said Subeihi. It was 
indeed a conspiracy hatched by rhe Israeli authorities, and 
carried out in collaboration with the donor nations, that 
brought matters to a head in the self-rule areas, charged the 
writer. The conspiracy meant to weaken Mr. Arafat and 
strengthen Hamas which then would clash with the 
Palestine National Authority so that blood would be shed, 
he said. The writer said ibat Israel had sought to set one 
faction against the other and get them into in-fighting so 
That the Arab resistance in general would be weakened. 
With the death of as many Arabs as possible and the loss of 
faith in both Hamas and Arafat leadership. Israel hoped to 
continue ro have the upper hand in all matters, added the 
writer. He said he expected the donor nations to speed up 
the aid now in order to strengthen Mr. Arafat's author! tv 
enabling him to crush Hamas once and for all. 

TAREQ MASARWEH. a columnist in Al Ra’i, said that 
despite the signing of the peace treaty, the Israeli TV 
commentators have never stopped digging up the past, 
instigating Jews against Arabs. The writer said that Jordan 
should carefully examine plans for amending laws to make 
:hem more in line with the peace treaty and wait and see if 
the other side complies with the treaty’s provisions first. 
The Israelis recently presented a Palestinian security officer 
attacking Jordan and Syria, and this, said the writer, is a 
ploy to split the Arabs, something that violates rhe 
provisions of the peace treaty. Jordanian officials should 
follow up the programmes on Israel Television and see for 
themselves the continued racist instigations and incitement 
on the pan of the Israeli authorities, demanded the writer. 
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By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Inter-Palestinian violence in the cards 
from day one ; peace lies in dialogue 

V A .. . .. nnniTief all nddS. 


THE FEELING just would not go away that the violence 
that the Gaza Strip saw on Nov. 17 was somehow expected; 
only the precise sites where the bloodbath would have 
taken place had remained unknown. And that feeling did 
not seem to stem from a conviction that the hardline 
Islamist groups were bent upon precipitating violence in 
their campaign to wreck Palestinian autonomy. On the 
contrary, it was the behind-the-scene seal of the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) to prove itself and to live up to 
its image that it is the only game in town, that seemed to 
have fuelled the intuition that inter-Palestinian clashes 
were coming. 

Well, all said and done, what we saw and heard about the 
violence bears out one thing — Yasser Arafat, president of 
the PNA and chairman of die Palestine Liberation Organi- 
satin (PLO), has. taken the plunge, seeking to root out 
opposition to his peace agreement with Israel rather than 
trying a democratic approach to the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, or Islamic Jihad, which are challenging 
him into a bout of violence ot prove their might in the Gaza 
Strip. 

Notwithstanding any judgement of the course of action 
pursued by Hamas and Islamic Jihad, there cannot be any 
justification for the high-handed ruthlessness with which 
Mr. Arafat's policemen, supported by his Fateh militia- 
men, mowed down worshippers at the Palestine Mosque, 
triggering a day of pitched dashes between Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad supporters and security forces of the self-rule 
authority. As the day limped to a close, more than 12 
people were killed and 200 wounded. 

After all, the blood that was shed in the Gaza Strip was 
Palestinian, whether that of Hamas or Islamic Jihad 
members, Palestinian policemen or Fateh militiamen. And 
seeing Palestinian blood shed was not the hope that we in 
Jordan had, when we. despite our misgivings and reserva- 
tions, pledged our support for the self-rule agreement 
signed by the PLO and Israel. 

Apporriorfing blame for the violence on Mr. Arafat 
would seem the new name of the game for the sake of 
undermining him and his credibility — something that we 
Jordanians have been accused of. But then there is a string 
of circumstantial evidence, before and after the clashes, 
that points a finger at the PNA as the culprit. The hardline 
groups might have offered the right atmosphere for such a 
course of events on that particular day. but it had somehow 
seemed that the bloodshed was coming. It was not 
spontaneous violence, but the culmination of a host of 
factors. 

For one thing, it was dear that Mr. Arafat was getting 
more and more frustrated with increasing Israel; criticism 
and doubts that he was the right man to carry out his part of 
the autonomy bargain. Israeli President Ezer Weizman had 
openly expressed his doubt that whether "we have chosen 
the right man" on the Palestinian side to strike a deal, and 


the hardline Israeli deputy defence minister, Mordechai 
Gur. was seen to be moving in a manner as if convinced 
that the Gaza- Jericho deal was on its way out. _ 

In Israeli political terms. Mr. Weizman 's criticism and 
Mr. Gur's moves might not mean much. But for Mr. Arafat 
they represented a slow but steady change in Israeli 
perceptions over the entire autonomy deal, and that was 
something he could iil-afford. Coupled with the fears of the 
PNA chairman was the pressure that Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak R 3 bin and Foreign Minister Shimon Peres applied 
on him to crack down on the hardline opponents of the 
peace process, making an inter-Palestinian confrontation 
an inevitability; the sooner it happened the better. 

Adding fuel to the fire was the indirect pressure applied 
on Mr. Arafat by the Americans, who impressed upon him 
the need to prove himself to be capable of not only 
handling the Palestinian scene but also dominating it 
through whatever means available to him. What happened 
in Gaza on Nov. 17 was only one manifestation of the 
means that Mr. Arafat thought were available to him. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak's pointed comments 
thaTa ’’new Afghanistan” was in the making in the Gaza 
unless international donors came through with their 
pledges of financial support for the Palestinian self-rule 
3 urhoriry. did not come out of a vacuum. It would be 
pressing’ the point too far to suggest that Mr. Arafat had 
informed Mr. Mubarak that he had ordered his policemen 
to open fire on worshippers in a mosque; but it is a very 
safe assumption that the Egyptian leader did have some 
inkling of the determination of the PNA to crack down on 
opponents of peace regardless of the gravity of the means 
used to do so. 

Many Hamas leaders in the Gaza Strip and elsewhere 
also seemed to have seen the clashes coming and sought to 
preempt it by openly declaring that their supporters were 
not seeking a confrontation with he PNA and that their 
fight was against the Israeli occupation. Indeed, some 
channels of communication were already open, and quite a 
few moderate leaders of Hamas had already come around 
to seeing that violence was not serving their movement's 
cause and that they would be in a better position to express 
their rejection of the peace process through democratic 
means. 

By and large, the demonstration that was supposed to 
have taken place after Friday prayers at the Palestine 
Mosque was one of the democratic means that the 
moderates thought would serve their purpose: 

Indeed, that is not passing judgement on Hamas, Islamic 
Jihad or the PNA. All of them do share the responsibility 
for the clashes, but Mr. Arafat takes the lion's share. What 
he showed rhe outside world is that he is not much different 
from many other Arab and Third World leaders who would 
use everything in their means to ensure their own survival 


Again^iha^ S not to absolve Israel of its responsibility or 
the international community of its failure ^ deliver its 
pledges. Let us not forget that many of those gathered ar 
the Palestine Mosque were Palestinians who were denied 
entry to Israel and thus denied a means to make a living 
and feed their families ns a result of the restrictions that the 
Israelis imposed against Gazan labourers entering the 
Jewish state. Frustration and anger against the denial of 
food for their families was the dominant feeling among 
them rather than any determination to challenge the 

autonomy accord. 

The "footdragging” — as it is often described — of the 
World Bank, which is coordinating international aid for the 
Palestinians, also bears a share of responsibility to have 
instilled the frustration and anger. But then, the interna- 
tional experts who insisted on designating the World Bank 
as the coordinator for aid to the PNA verv dearly 
overlooked one fundamental factor — the World Bank has 
never assumed the role of a relief agency and emergency 
aid channel. On the contrary, the international institution 
is known for its methodical approach to development 
through dearly determined parameters and procedures and 
it is only living up to its moncJiiti? within th«i£ framework 
when it insists on accountability and transparency. The 
World Bank cannot be expected, now or any time in the- 
future, to come into the Gaza Strip with a fat purse and 
deliver cash to the Palestinians unless its mandate is 
changed — a highly unlikely prospect at chat. 

Meanwhile, tension is continuing to build up in the 
Palestinian territories. The violence has brought into 
question the very concept of expanding Palestinian self-rule 
to the rest of the West Bank under the Sept. 13. 1993. 
declaration of prinriples. Those Palestinians in the West 
Bank who were pinning hopes on the PNA assuming 
control of their lives, which would also mean a life away 
from terror and state oppression, are having second 
thoughts today and it remains to be seen what welcome 
they will extend to the PNA as and when it reaches them. 

One thing is abundantly dear: Mr. Arafat and the people 
around him. now trying to show off their muscles in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho as well as other parts of the West 
Bank, should realise that might is no; the answer to fight 
their own brothers. They have to adapt themselves to a 
completely new level of thinking, that dialogue is the sole 
means to address differences. It was highly unlikely that 
any of the Hamas members who attended the Friday 
prayers at the Palestine Mosque on Nov. 17. was under 
orders to open fire on Palestinian policemen. They would 
never have been the ones to provoke a clash . given the very 
clear thinking of their leaders that inter-Palestinian vio- 
lence could only lead to setbacks for the opponents of 
peace process. 


The Week in Print 


Conflict in Gaza blamed on Israel, 

donors , delayed elections 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE LOCAL press in the 
past week gave coverage to 
the sad events in Gaza, the 
developments in the peace 
process and the domestic 
affairs. 

Mohammad Kawash, a 
columnist in Al Dustour, 
blamed the Israeli govern- 
ment for the clashes be- 
tween Hamas and the Pales- 
tine authority in Gaza, not- 
ing that the Israelis have 
been placing one obstacle 
after another in the path of 
this authority, making it 
impossible for President 
Yasser Arafat to control 
the situation. 

The writer said that de- 
laying the elections, ob- 
structing the supply of 
funds from the donor na- 
tions and restricting Mr. 
Arafat's rule to very li- 
mited areas have all contri- 
buted to the eruption of 
violence. 

Describing what hap- 
pened in Gaza as a tragic, 
Sultan Al Hattab, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i, said that 
the killing of Palestinians 
who had fought hard for 
freedom and independence 
was a real waste which can 
benefit Israel and the Jew- 
ish settlers. 

The opposition has all 
the right to express their 
position through democra- 
tic means but no one has 
the right to resort to the use 
of arms to silence the other 
groups, said the writer. He 
said Israel and Hamas are 
wrong if they believe that 
by exercising pressure on 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority they would attain 
their goals. 

Israel alone is to be held 
responsible for the violence 
in the Gaza Strip, which is 
taking its toll among Arabs 
and Israelis alike, said 
Ahmad Misleh, a columnist 
in Al Ra’i. 

He said that by refusing 
to allow the Palestinians to 
hold elections, by perpe- 
tuating the presence of set- 
tlers amidst Arab centres 
and by blocking aid to the 
Palestine National Author- 
ity, Israel is obviously aim- 
ing at escalating the vio- 
lence which can by no 
means serve its own pur- 
pose. 

Arafat Hijazi, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab, 
blamed the Palestine 
National Authority for suc- 
cumbing to pressure from 
the Americans and the 


Israelis and eventually us- 
ing arms against the Mus- 
lim demonstrators in Gaza. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton in his address to Jor- 
dan's Parliament, and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, in an address 
in Canada recently, gave 
dear signals that only when 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority crushes Hamas wil 
the world community en- 
sure the flow of economic 
aid to the Palestinians, said 
Hijazi. 

He said that President 
Arafat should have told the 
Zionists that his troops will 
never kill Palestinians and 
that resistance is the right 
of the oppressed people 
everywhere. 

Fahd Al Fanek, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i, de- 
fended the Palestinian 
troops' resort to the use of 
fire by saying that the sol- 
diers were exposed to 
death by the stones which 
were raining down on them 
and had to fight in self- 
defence. 

The writer said that since 
the Palestinian National 
Authority is a national gov- 
ernment and a national en- 
tity, any attack on it is 
treason that should not be 
condoned by any party. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i, said that 
the events in Gaza could 
well undermine the Israeli- 
Paiestinian agreements 
concluded in Oslo and 
Cairo, to end the violence, 
die Palestinians ought to 
open a dialogue to reach a 
settlement for their dis- 
putes. but the Israelis 
should remove the Jewish 
settlements which have 
been causing tension in the 
region, said Rimawi. 

Once the two factions in 
Gaza have found that the 
Israelis are abiding by the 
Oslo agreement and pulling 
out from the Arab areas, 
they are certain to calm 
down and resort to dia- 
logue and peaceful means 
in settling differences, 
added the writer. 

Salameh Ekour, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab, 
said that Israel had trig- 
gered the violence in 
to force the local residents 
to leave their homes. 
According to the writer, 
thousands of Gazans have 
arrived in the East Bank in 
the wake of the Gaza vio- 


lence, escaping from the 
deteriorating economic 
conditions and in a bid to 
save their lives. 

He said that the Gaza 
massacre is being exploited 
by Israel in order to pursue 
its so-called transfer policy 
of evicting the Arabs from 
their homeland. 

Should the events recur 
and more blood be shed, 
the Israelis would make 
further gains and ensure 
the death of more Arabs 
who had been rebelling for 
their freedom, said the wri- 
ter. 

After every resistance 
activity in the occupied 
Palestinian lands the 
Israelis threaten to stop the 
negotiations with the 
Palestinians and abrogate 
the Oslo deal, said Moham- 
mad Kawash. The writer in 
Al Dustour said that the 
Israeli government doesn't 
seem interested m pursuing 
plans for pulling Israeli 
forces from Arab land and 
is therefore continuing to 
consolidate its presence 
and the presence of the 
Jewish settlements. 

The writer said that delay 
in holding the elections in 
the self-rule areas, the clo- 
sure of the West Bank and 
Gaza after every resistance 
act and blocking of aid to 
the Palestinians stand out 
as evidence of Israel's in- 
sincerity about peace. 

Taher Al Adwan. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, ex- 
pressed hope that the new 
Jordan-Gulf relations 
would help end the sanc- 
tions on the Iraqi people. 

The writer said that 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali has no doubt 
achieved success in restor- 
ing warm relations with 
Qatar and the Gulf states 
and the time has come for 
the Arab World to embark 
on reconciliation, trans- 
cending the negative 
aspects of the Gulf crisis 
and ending the embargo 
that has been starving their 
brothers in Iraq. 

Dwelling on the same 
theme. Ahmad Dabbas. a 
writer in Sawt Al Shaab. 
said that Dr. Majali’s visit 
to Qatar has opened a new 
chapter of fruitful coopera- 
tion between Jordan and 
the Gulf states. The new 
peace era requires new and 
positive development in 
inter-Arab relations and re- 
quires solidarity and end of 


differences, stressed the 
writer. 

Mohammad Subeihi, a 
columnist in Al Dustour. 
criticised the government 
for foiling an attempt on 
the part of political groups 
in Jordan trying to hold a 
rally to express their 
opposition to the Jordan- 
Israei peace treaty. 

The writer said that in 
Israel there are political 
groups which oppose the 
same treaty and they have 
been allowed to air their 
views freely, without any 
ban like that imposed by 
the Amman governor on 
the meeting that was to 
have been held at the Pro- 
fessional Association Com- 
plex in Amman. There 
could have been no harm in 
holding this meeting, espe- 
cially as the treaty has been 
ratified by the Parliament, 
said the writer. 

Ahmad Dabbas, a writer 
in Sawt Al Shaab, said that 
the merchants and store 
owners are adamant and 
refuse to reduce the price of 
their commodities despite 
the government’s 
announcement of the cuts 
in tariffs on customs duty. 

The writer said that when 
the prices rise, the mer- 
chants automatically hike 
the prices of items found in 
their stores, but now that 
the government announced 
a reduction no prices went 
down. The writer said these 
actions, characterised by 
greed and manipulation, 
should be met with firm 
action on the part of the 
government. 

Mohammad Daoud, a 
writer in Al dustour, said 
that there is need for the 
government to keep insist- 
ing on family plans and 
birth-placing programmes 
in view of the excessive 
population growth in Jor- 
dan and the decline in the 
food production. 

The government ought to 
execute nationwide prog- 
rammes to spread aware- 
ness among the public ab- 
out the dangers inherent in 
huge population growth 
which has a grave consequ- 
ences on the country, caus- 
ing poverty and unemploy- 
ment among ocher ills. He 
said that birth spacing is 
not only good for the 
national economy but also 
beneficial for the mothers' 
health. 


Aid agencies divided 
over force for 

. Rwandan” camps 


of 
and 


By Buchizya Mseteka 
Reuter 

GOMA, Zaire — Aid agen- 
cies in eastern Zaire say they 
are divided over proposals to 
send a U.N. force to police 
Rwandan refugee camps and 
wrest control from militia 
thugs. 

Aid workers from 16 inter- 
national agencies demanded 
the force and said they hoped 
it would have a strong man- 
date and heavy firepower to 
break a reign of terror and 
allow aid to be distributed to 
hundreds of thousands 
Rwandans in the camps 

But others disagreed 

told Reuters the force would 
only fuel tension in the vola- 
tile camps and could endan- 
ger the whole humanitarian 
aid operation and the lives of 
innocent refugees. 

There are up to 90 aid 
agencies in eastern Zaire. 
The 16 agencies which de- 
manded the force have 
threatened to pull out, 
among them six national 
branches of Care, three wings 
of Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF-doctors without bor- 
ders) and Oxfam. 

"There is an urgent need to 
improve security in the 
camps, the need to ensure 
that food reach the right peo- 
ple and that is why we need a 
force here to ensure that is 
carried out,” said Joel Bout- 
roue, bead of the U.N. Re- 
fugee Agency in Goma town. 

“We need a credible force 
here, credible in terms of 
numbers and credible in 
terms of mandate. I surely do 
not agree with those opposed 
to the force.” 

U.N. Secretary-Gene ray 

Boutros GhaJi has recom- 
mended sending in 3,000 to 
5,000 troops to secure the 
Zaire camps where refugees 
are at the mercy of armed 
followers of Rwanda's ousted 
government. 

He told the Security Coun- 
cil this would be more realis- 
tic than a 10,000- to-12.000- 
member enforcement opera- 
tion to separate followers of 
the former regime from the 
other refugees. 

Aid workers who backed 
the idea said the force would 
need a sweeping mandate 
and heavy firepower to en- 
sure law and order and would 
require financial and material 
backing from rich western 
nations. 

The workers, already bur- 
dened by the dilemma of 



disgusted mat the current in- 
security was actually shoring 
up the power of Hutu leader! 


-l. 

who masterminded and car- 
ried out the genocide of up to 
one million Tutsis and mod- 
erate Hutus between April 
and July. 

“It will be pointless to have 
the force if it will not be 
backed by an aggressive man- 
date under the U.N.’s Chap- 
ter Seven.” said an aid work- 
er. 

“We need a force that will 
go into the camps and restore 
order, a force which by its 
sheer presence should be 
strong enough to intimidate 
the militia and intervene for- 
cefully if there is a crisis in 
the camps," another aid 
worker added. 

But workers from some of 
the more -than 70 other agen- 
cies which did not publidy 
demand the force three 
weeks ago said sending in 
troops was doomed to fail 
and called for talks instead. 

Although they agree that 
power in camps is held by 
militias and their chiefs, a 
collection of Hutu mayors 
and regional party bosses of 
the ousted government which 
fled into exile in July, they 
said only dialogue with re- 
fugees could solve the prob- 
lem. 

They warned that the war- 
rens of blue plastic tents on a 
plain between volcanoes and 
Lake Kivu are awash with 
guns, brought into Zaire by 
thousands of defeated Rwan- 
dan soldiers and militiamen. 

They said any U.N. force 
would have to be prepared to 
be fragged into battles an<) 
would inevitably take casual- 
tics. 

J he Hums :i Minorities have 
murdered camp inmates, 
skimmed off food aid meant 
for vulnerable civilians and 
prevented refugees from 
going home to Rwanda, 
where the victorious, main tv 

Patriotic Front 
has sent up a new 
government. 
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Deregulation of air transport business is key to industry’s future 
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THE WINDS of change that 
swept the airline industry in 
recent years were indeed gus- 

3 /. Change was neither gra- 
tia! nor incremental, but was 
forced on the world commun- 
ity by U.S. deregulatory ac- 
tion. The U.S. was in a hurry 
and could not wait, deeply 
embedded to principles of 
laissez-faire. The U.S. felt 
cocksure of itself because of a 
built-in self-adjusting 
mechanism in its economy 
that ailowed-and promoted- 
free entry and free exit, and 
therefore the well-being, and 
for that matter, the fate of 
any one particular airline was 
not of any primary concern. 
Western Europe took time to 
absorb the shock, and reluc- 
tantly responded — and 
adapted — to change. In 
retrospect, the European 
Community’s resistance to 
change was misguided, bear- 
ing in mind the fact that the 
Treaty of Rome all along 
provided for increased com- 
petitiveness in the realm of 
civil aviation that was be- 
latedly exercised. 

Today, the ’European Un- 
ion on the one hand and the 
U.S. on the other, are two 


giants sharing a common de- 
nominator and subscribing to 
principles of free enterprise. 
They have set the pace, yet 
there are more chapters to 
unfold. The contagion is 
spreading. Asian annd Latin 
American nations have 
already formed their own 
groups and are reacting posi- 
tively. It is not without sig- 
nificance that the prime 
minister of Thailand, Mr. 
Giuan Leekpai, in opening 
last September the 26tn 
meeting of economic minis- 
ters from member countries 
of the Association of South- 
east Asian Nations, said: “A 
united ASEAN will be in far 
better position to face both 
the challenges and opportuni- 
ties of our age than its indi- 
vidual member countries 
striving on their own." The 
swing and orientation to- 
wards free market forces are 
gaining the upper hand since 
trade and investment are in- 
creasingly being viewed as 
the twin engine of develop- 
ment and growth. 

In the Third World, except 
for the newly industrialised 
countries, the situation looks 
somewhat different and 


perhaps less reassuring. His- 
torically, these countries 
whose leaders were imbued 
with socialist ideals at the 
hands of Harold Laski et al at 
the London School of Econo- 
mics and similar renowned 
institutions in the aftermath 
of World War II, were bent 
towards command economies 
or quasi-planned regimes. 
This, of course, invoked ele- 
ments of protection. The 
national carrier, the symbol 
of statehood and nationalism, 
was singled out for preferen- 
tial treatment. With the wis- 
dom of hindsight, these ac- 
tions could now be viewed as 
having retarded rather that 
accelerated economic growth 
of which tourism has been 
and still is, a significant arm. 
However, it is only fair to 
postulate that context is vital 
in judging history. 

In Third World countries, 
the airline today is not any- 
more the sacrosanct institu- 
tion it once was to be main- 
tained at all costs. Nowadays, 
there are more overpowering 
considerations and impera- 
tives to reckon with. Unem- 
ployment, poverty and dis- 
ease, let alone internecine 
fighting amongst many na- 
tions, combine together to 
debilitate the national eco- 
nomy. 

As a corollary, and helped 
by the demise of commun- 
ism, politically, socially and 
economically. Third World 
countries open up on the 
Western world and look for- 
ward to the promises of free 
enterprise. In the realm of 
civil air transport, they do so 
with some reservations and a 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Belgium next week by key 
players in the Middle East, 
including Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. 

“The focus on Brussels (for 
the Middle East) is intense 
and comprehensive,” Prince 
Hassan said, adding that his 
trip to Brussels was Ionian’s 
first high-level visit after it 
signed a peace treaty with 
Israel on Oct. 26. 

There has been some 
ooposi don to the accord. The 
Crown Prince said the Jorda- 
nian government would toler- 
ate verbal criticism, but vio- 
lence could not be condoned. 

Prince Hassan praised the 
opposition and described it as 
national, committed and 
consri rational ly-bound . 

He said Jordan had always 
. been against violence and ex- 
tremism. 

He called on Arab media 
to demonstrate better under- 
standing of Islam and to 
avoid mixing between Islam 
and extremism and to avoid 
issuing judgements based on 
past positions. 

On the issue of Jerusalem, 
Prince Hassan said sovereign- 
ty on the Holy Gty should be 
an Arab one. However, he 
said, Jordan will continue to 
shoulder its religious man- 
date towards the holy places 
to prevent the “creation of a 
state of vacuum.” 

Prince Hassan also urged 
Arab countries to reconsider 


their relations and called for 
pooling Arab efforts to deal 
with the new reality in the 
Middle East. 

He said progress achieved 
an the Syrian-Israeli and 
Lebanes e-Israeli tracks of 
negotiations would be very 
important to achieving peace 
in the region in view of 
Syria’s importance in the 
peace process. 

Prince Hassan said the 
peoples of the Middle East 
should plan the future of 
their region and should not 
only implement foreign in- 
itiatives. 

Any Middle Eastern order 
should include Iran and Iraq, 
he said. 

He said the Iraqi people 
should no more be punished 
by the international commun- 
ity, especially if Iraq imple- 
ments United Nations resolu- 
tions. 

He also reviewed Europe’s 
role and the Jordanian- 
European relations, stressing 
the need for the Amman 
economic conference next 
year to be a main element in 
these relations. 

The Mediterranean region, 
he said, should continue to 
build contacts between the 
European and Arab civilisa- 
tions on the basis of common 
understanding and should 
look for ways to enhance 
cultural dialogue between 
faiths and peoples. 

Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath later left Brussels for 
Luxembourg. 

Prince Hassan met Thurs- 


Gaza tension cools down 


day evening at the EU head- 
quarters with EU President 
Jacques Delors, who hailed 
Jordan’s role in the Middle 
East peace process and open- 
ing new scopes of coopera- 
tion between Jordan and the 
Arab countries on the one 
hand and Europe on the 
other. 

Prince Hassan discussed 
with Mr. Delors Jordanian- 
European relations and pros- 
pects for enhancing Europe's 
role in the Middle East. 

Discussion at the meeting, 
which was attended by the 
delegation accompanying 
Prince Hassan and senior EU 
officials, also focussed on 
prospects for developing the 
region after the peace process 
and issued raised between the 
Crown Prince and Mr. Delors 
at the Casablanca economic 
summit. 

The talks also centred on 
the economic summit which 
ffill be hosted by Jordan in 
the first half of 1995 and 
Jordan’s vision of partnership 
between Europe and the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Delors stressed the 
ElTs determination to offer* 
special programmes to de- 
velop the Middle East and to 
actively participate in pro- 
jects in die region. 

Also on Thursday, Prince 
Hassan met with die ElTs 
vice-president for foreign re- 
lations with the countries of 
the Mediterranean region, 
the Far East, the Middle East 
and Latin America, Manuel 
Martin. 

Prince Hassan outlined at 
the meeting Jordan's views of 


(Continued from page 1) 

The angry sermons went 
ahead. Prayer leader Sheikh 
Said Siyam told worshippers 
that they must turn their an- 
ger against Israel rather than 
provoke a civil war. 

» "We want our hands to 
. . remain white and our bullets 
* will be destined for the chests 
of the Zionist enemy. We are 
saying this not because we 
are weak but we don’t want 
brother to fight brother,” he 
said to widespread manners 
of approval and shouts of 
“God is great.” 

A leading Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
activist suggested that Mr. 
Arafat’s police was ready to 
confiscate weapons from 
militants displaying them on 
the street. But Diab Abu 
Louh. a senior leader of Mr. 
.Arafat’s Fateh organisation, 
said: “There is no decision to 
disarm these groups. The 
weapons are holy.” 

“But we don't want armed 
militias in the street,” he 
said, adding that attacks on 
the fledgling institutions of 
Palestinian self-rule would 
not be tolerated. 

The inside of Palestine 
Mosque was plastered with 
black flags of mournings. 
Huge banners proclaimed, 
“Arafat you lolled national 
unity” and “Arafat after you 
destroyed Lebanon, you are 
making Gaza a second Leba- 
non.” That referred to the 
clashes between right-wing 
^militias and Palestinians that 
helped spark the Lebanese 
civil war. 

In his sermon Sheikh 
Siyam demanded th 3 t the 


PLO leader drop his claims 
that Hamas members pro- 
voked the fighting by firing 
on police and by shooting 
Fateh activists inside the 
mosque. 

“I ask you worshippers: Is 
it credible that four people 
were killed inside the mos- 
que?" Sheikh Siyam said, de- 
manding that Mr. Arafat pro- 
duce evidence. 

In Stockholm, a senior 
PNA official said on Friday 
the PLO needed to open 
consultations with Hamas to 
help rescue the Mideast 
peace process. 

“We don’t want a civil 
war,” Nabil Shaath, head of 
planning for the Palestinian 
self-rule authority, told a 
news conference during a 
three-day visit to Sweden. 

“In order to avoid that, 
things have to be done by 
Israel. But from our side we 
?iy» have responsibility. We 
need to open up consulta- 
tions with Hamas," he said. 

Dr. Shaath said they had 
not been prepared to deal 
with the violence that broke 

out with Hamas. 

“For the first rime ever our 
Palestinian police found 
themselves facing other 
Palestinians in the streets. 
We never expected to face 
our people in the streets. We 
have not been prepared to 
deal with agitated demonstra- 
tors." he said. 

Dr. Shaath said the PLO 
needed to engage in long- 
term consultations with 
Hamas. 

-*We need to make an 
agreement on sharing politic- 
al decision-making power,” 

he said. 


feeling of trepidation. They 
fear becoming exposed to the 
ravages of the forces of the 
'marketplace without being 
able to influence the course 
of events. These fears, while 
deeply (and understandably) 
rooted in the past, need not 
prevail today and can be 
allayed with relative ease. 
Mistrust, once overcome, 
gives way to self-confidence 
and hope. 

ICAO, it is heartening to 
note, is not an organisation 
for one particular segment of 
the world population, but an 
instrument of international 
cooperation capable of pro- 
viding a modus vivendi that 
can elicit consensus if not, 
hopefully, unanimity. The 
new regulatory arrangements 
that are being proposed by 
ICAO are ICAO’s attempt 
towards the reform of the 
world’s air transport market 
regime. 

While I readily accept the 
definition of structural im- 
pediments propounded by 
GEFRA, I would go one step 
further to suggest that, in my 
view, structural impediments 
amount to institutionalised 
constraints that are seen to 
provide die practicing state 
vis-a-vis its opposite number 
a competitive edge. Since 
state aid/subsidies, and for 
that matter, full or partial 
state ownership of an airline, 
do not of themselves and by 
themselves invariably and 
necessarily constitute structu- 
ral impediments to increased 
competitiveness, no infer- 
ence can be readily and ob- 
jectively drawn whether 
state aids/subsidies are good 


the concept of developing the 
Middle East after the peace 
process. 

Mr. Martin voiced the 
EU’s appreciation of Jor- 
dan's role in the peace pro- 
cess and lauded the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty and His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s efforts in this regard. 

He also stressed the EU's 
support for Jordan and its 
keenness to promote coop- 
eration in economic, political 
and cultural fields. 

The Crown Prince 
answered questions by EU 
officials present at the meet- 
ing on prospects for Euro- 
pean investments in Jordan 
and the Middle East opening 
new scopes of cooperation 
between Europe and the re- 
gion. 

Prince Hassan, who was 
the guest of honour at a 
breakfast hosted Friday by 
senior EU official Hans van 
der Brock, met with the Bel- 
gian foreign minister on 
Thursday for talks on bilater- 
al relations and cooperation 
between Jordan and the EU. 

Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath were also the guests 
of honour at a lunch hosted 
by Belgium's King Albert II 
and Queen Paula. 

Prince Hassan was accom- 
panied on his visit to Belgium 
by a delegation comprising 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal Al Hassan, 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Rima Khalaf, Minister 
of Planning Hisham Al Kha- 
rib, the Crown Prince’s advi- 
sors and the Jordanian 
ambassador in Brussels. 
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or bad, beneficial or de- 
trimental. The issue is a 
tendentious one, and there is 
plenty of room to equivocate. 
In the final analysis, situa- 
tions will have to be consi- 
dered strictly on their own 
merits, as to whether or not 
they distort trade in interna- 
tional. civil air transport. 
Those states which are fearful 
that the push for removal of 
impediments could be inimic- 
al to their own interests could 
take comfort in the Chicago 
Convention in which princi- 
ples of sovereignty and recip- 
rocity are deeply enshrined. 

In _ historical perspective, 
and if I may draw on the 
experience of Jordan with 
which I am very familiar, 
structural impediments were 
seen not as a modality of 
providing a competitive edge, 
but as means of providing a 
counter-balance to the rela- 
tive might of its opposite 
number. For example, Jor- 
dan in its bilateral agreement 
with the united Kingdom 
had, with a great sense of 
resignation, to put up with 
the limitations on frequency, 
capacity and aircraft-type 
that the British at the time 
imposed. In this context, the 

J 'referential treatment that 
ordan accorded its national 
carrier could not be seen as 
providing a competitive 
advantage that is unfair but 
as an attempt to partly com- 
pensate for the economic 
nonsense of a commercial 
agreement, paradoxically, 
freely negotiated and agreed 
to. How else a small country 
like Jordan could have 
reacted? I dare say that Jor- 


dan’s experience in this re- 
gard was not at all unique. 

Hence, and again in histor- 
ical perspective, structural 
impediments could be seen as 
peculiar to Third World 
countries suffering from rigid 
and bureaucratic regimes. 
The situation is somewhat 
different today as developing 
nations' airlines are encour- 
aged. in a changing world, to 
adapt to change with minimal 
distortion or dislocation. In 
today's world, aviation is in- 
creasingly being viewed, eco- 
nomically, as a component of 
one whole and not a separate 
entity to be protected or de- 
fended at all costs. In my 
view. Third World countries 
can look forward to becom- 
ing full partners in this new 
challenging endeavour by be- 
coming more productive and 
efficient in order to reap the 
benefits of new opportunities 
that the new environment 
provides, which they felt they 
had always been denied. I 
wish to remind you that 
structural impediments 
whether in bilateral agree- 
ments or elsewhere militated 
against Third World coun- 
tries because of the obvious 
imbalance in relative 
strength. And for this reason, 
civil air transport in the Third 
World did not develop to its 
potential. Notwithstanding 
any lingering doubts, 11111 x 1 
World countries have much 
to gain from participation be- 
cause the overall benefits that 
will accrue from tourism and 
ancillary services are neither 
confined to, nor contingent 
upon, the operation of a 
national airline. In any event. 


those states which fear the 
removal of structural impedi- 
ments could seek refuge in 
the clauses pertaining to safe- 
guards and safety nets that 
are being proposed. 

In the developed countries 
structural impediments such 
as state aid/subsidies must 
and will go. Within the Euro- 
pean Union the machinery is 
there to deal with them, 
although politics comes into 
play to temper economic 
sense. It is not surprising that 
in an article in the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune of 
Sept. 5 this year entitled, 
“Good Money After Bad?” 
Conrad de Aenlle, in discus- 
sing the French and Greek 
governments' aid to their 
state airlines that the Euro- 
pean Commission has 
allowed, goes on to say 
“many believe the aid will 
buy European carriers time, 
but not much else.” Pressure 
is building up within and out- 
side the European Union. Sir 
Colin Marshall, chairman of 
British Airways, is said to 
have stated that the Euro- 
pean Commission’s action 
was “a serious setback for the 
development of a genuine 
free market in air transport.” 
Similarly, the U.S. Trans- 
portation Secretary. Federico 
Pena, is said to nave stated 
that “access by state enter- 
prises to money of this sort is 
flatly unfair to competing, 
private airlines, which cannot 
draw from the coffers of gov- 
ernment.” Notwithstanding 
these actions and reserva- 
tions, I believe that both the 
EU and the U.S. are not set 
on a collision but com- 


plementary course. 

On the other hand, “slot 
allocation” is a serious issue 
that has belatedly come to 
the forefront. It is deemed as 
a structural impediment, 
complex and intricate, that- 
cannot be dealt with over- 
night. It stands at the core of 
the infrastructure of commer- 
cial aviation, necessitating vi- 
sion, forward planning and 
huge investments in airport 
building and expansion. 

However, until such time a 
solution is devised to cope 
with the present situation, 
the concerned organisations, 
should innovate measures for 
a fair allocation of slots. For 
the time being. International 
Air Transport Association 
(IATA’s) procedures cur- 
rently in force seem to be 
working, but are hampered 
by the physical limitations 
that cannot be overcome ex- 
cept by airport expansion and 
improvement to cater for pre- 
sent needs and future growth. 

On a final note, and in 
spite of the misgivings which 
we entertain from time to 
time, a bright future awaits 
civil air transport as a whole. 
We need to cast our pre- 
judices, overcome the bar- 
riers of ignorance, and join 
bands together so that we 
may climb to even greater 
heights. We do set ourselves 
great goals as we invariably 
do, but they are certainly 
within attainable horizons. 
We are spirited men and 
women; we have always 
been. And today we have a 
chance to build our heritage 
for tomorrow. 


Jordanian team goes to Iraq 

(Continued from page 12) ** was b . u y ei 


3 banks to launch operations 


goods involved floating in the 
middlemen’s market also dis- 
suaded many genuine Jorda- 
nian businessmen who sought 
to do business, market 
sources say. 

“If one were to make a 
calculation at any given point 
in time, he would have come 
up with staggering figures — 
millions of tonnes of sugar, 
rice and wheat and hundreds 
of thousands of tonnes of 
other items,” said a Jorda- 
nian who specialises in 
brokering commodities. 

The . reality, according to 
the broker, was that every 
inquiry originating in Iraq 
grew ten- or 20-fold by the 
time it reached the market 
through self-assumed middle- 
men and agents who claimed 
to have “iron-clad” contacts 
with “well-placed” people in 
Baghdad. 

But as people followed up 
the inquiries and provided 
offers, it slowly dawned that 
most of the middlemen were 
among the hundreds if not 
thousands who were circulat- 
ing such inquiries, with no 
one knowing with any accura- 


cy who was the actual buyer. 

“Many Jordanians 
travelled to Iraq to find out 
what was actually going on, 
but came back none the wis- 
er,” said the banking execu- 
tive. “They simply gave up, 
and told inquirers they were 
not interested in doing busi- 
ness with Iraq.” 

The see-sawing Iraqi dinar 
and the Baghdad govern- 
ment's move last year to 
withdraw part of the pre- 
crisis currency were also 
other factors that discour- 
aged many Jordanian 
businesses from pursuing 
trade with Iraq, traders say. 

The situation was largely 
limited to middlemen and 
agents since Jordanian manu- 
facturers of many consumer 
items and medicines con- 
tinued to do business with 
Iraq. 

Now that indications are 
that an end/easing of the 
sanctions could be only six 
months away, Jordanian 
businessmen are trying to get 
a clearer picture of what is 
going on in Iraq and what the 
business climate is like, and 
hence the visit that begins 
today. 


(Continued from page 12) 

vided for in the April accord 
on economic ties between 
Israel and the Palestinian 
lands. However, the CBJ has 
to be prepared for such an 
eventuality despite all econo- 
mic reason that argue against 
such a move by the PNA. 

No accurate figures are 
available on the amount of 
Jordanian dinars in circula- 
tion in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. The CBJ esti- 
mates it to be around JD 350 
million. 

Senior Jordanian officials, 
including CBJ Governor 
Mohammad Nabulsi. have 


said that Jordan is aware of 
the pitfalls and is prepared 
for any eventually, including 
the issuance of a Palestinian 
currency. 

The flow of dollars from 
Jordan from the Palestinian 
lands in exchange for dinars 
has remained so far under 
safe limits, and a $200 million 
depletion in the foreign cur- 
rency reserves of Jordan ear- 
ly tins year was attributed to 
reasons that had little to do 
with Palestinians from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
coining .to. Jordan and .car- 
rying with them foreign cur- 
rency in exchange of dinars 
that they brinfc in. *’• 


PLO, Israel to set date 

(Continued from page 1) tions as a way t 


8 killed in ’Ain Al Hilweh 


(Continued from page 1) 
the camp where they had 
started from, Palestinians 
here said. 

Col. Ainain, the head of 
Fateh loyalists in Lebanon, 
blamed the takeover attempt 
on “groups and individuals 
linked to outride parties,” 
which he did not name. 

“An investigation will be 


launched,” he added. 

Col. Maqdah accused Ara- 
fat loyalists of bringing in to 
4 Ain Al Hilweh 100 to 150 
extra fighters from outride 
the camp. 

.For the loyalists to main- 
tain their presence in the 
camp, they would have to 
punish die initiators of Fri- 
day’s clashes, he said. 


mediately rejected the prop- 
osal saying it violated the 
accords launching autonomy 
in May and was unrealistic. 

The army would return la- 
ter as if nothing had hap- 
pened, he complained. 

Other differences have 
arisen over how much au- 
thority to grant the council. 

Mr. Arafat wants the body 
to be endowed with legisla- 
tive powers like a parliament, 
while Israel wants to restrict 
it ro administrative functions. 

Under the declaration of 
principles signed in Washing- 
ton by Israel and the PLO on 
Sept. 13, 1993, elections were 
to have been held in July 
after Israeli forces pulled 
back from Palestinian popu- 
lated areas. 

In Spain on Thursday Mr. 
Arafat called for such elec- 


tions as a way to bolster the 
peace process. 

PLO officials rejected the 
idea of a three-day withdraw-; 
al during the election period { 
saying it violated the auton- 
omy accord that details ah 
Israeli redeployment in th£ 
West Bank before Palestinian 
elections are held. > 

“Elections are a Palesti-; 
nian goal, and we hope to 
hold them as soon as posri-{ 
ble. but redeployment in thq 
West Bank is also important 
and I don’t think it is practic-i 
al for the Israeli army tc| 
withdraw for three or fouv 
days and then return,” said 
Mr. Abu Zayda, a senioij 
PLO official in Gaza. | 

44 Arafat's status in Gaza 
important, but it is also im- 
portant that Israel redeploy 
in the West Bank,” he addeq 
on army radio. ! 
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ACEKMATE 
the / Spectrum/ of 

Choice/ 


ACER 486SX /33MHz 

- Intel 486SX-33MHz 

- Energy Star Complient / Green PC 

- Upgradable to higher Intel OverDrive Processor 

- VESA Local Bus Architecture 

- 4MB RAM 

- VESA LB IDE controller 

- VESA LB SVGA adapter 

- 260MB Hard disk 

- 3.5* 1.44MB disk drive 

- Windows Graphics Accelerator 

- ACER 33D SVGA .28m Color display 

- Acer PS/2 Mouse with Pad 

- Windows 3.1 /DOS 6.2 
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Arab monetary officials 
discuss bank reforms today 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab monetary officials meet 
in .Abu Dhabi Saturday to 
review progress in bank re-’ 
forms they launched to meet 
international adequacy stan- 
dards, an official statement 
said Friday. 

The meeting will bring 
together members of an au- 
diting committee created by 
the central banks in the 22- 
member Arab League to 
oversee reforms in the more 
than 400 commercial banks 

and financial situations in the 
region. 

"The meeting will cover the 

* 

latest developments in bank 
reforms and auditing activi- 
ties in the Arab countries in 
1994," said the Arab Monet- 
ary Fund (AMF), which acts 
as the secretariat of the Arab 
central banks. 

It is part of the committee's 
periodical meetings to review * 
progress in reforms aimed at 
boosting capital adequacy in 
Arab [banks to at least eight 
. per cent, the floor set by the 
Bank for International Settle- 
ment (BIS). 

The Basle Committee, cre- 
ated by BIS to supervise such 
a process, outlined adequacy 
rules for banks worldwide as 
a measure to protect deposi- 
tors and ensure all banks 
have enough funds to face 
any financial crisis. 

The comm ittee has also 
classified all developing na- 
tions, except Saudi Arabia, 
as high risk countries in lend- 


ing operations on Che 
.grounds, they have low capit- 
al adequacy, the ratio, be- 
tween shareholders' equity 
and assets. This means loans 
from industrial states to those 
countries will be costlier. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
leading oil producer and ex- 
porter, was exempted be- 
cause it was the fifth biggest 
creditor to the International 
Monetary Fund. 

The classidanson drew cri- 
ticism from several Arab 
states mainly those in the 
Gulf, which argued their 
bank adequacy met BIS re- 
quirements. But the rule has 
also triggered bank reforms, 
in most member states. 

The reforms included in- 
centives for mergers, stron- 
ger intervention by monet- 
ary authorities, upgrading au- 
diting activities and setting 
aside more funds for reserves 
while cutting risky assets. 
Some members are akn plan- 
ning to set up funds to 
guarantee deposits. 

« 

The reforms also followed 
bank crises in Egypt; Jordan, 
Lebanon, Sudan and the Un- * 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE), 
where several banks were 
affected by the collapse of the. 
UAE-controlIed Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Inter- 
national. 

■ 

According to the Beirut-, 
based Arab Banks Union, 
the reforms which were laun- 
ched in 1990 have produced 1 


results in most member 
states. 

Total assets surged to 
around $526 billion in 1993 
from $444 billion in 1992 and 
deposits to 5326 billion from 
$286 billion. 

Shareholders' equity, 
which include the capital and 
provisions, increased by 
around eight per cent to S84 
billion. This pushed their 
average adequacy to 15.9 per 
cent, nearly doable the BIS 
level. 

Bankers said most of the 
increase came from the oil- 
rich Gulf states, where re- 
forms are gaining momen- 
tum due to weak oil prices. 
They said several banks in 
Sudan, Somalia, Iraq and 
other countries are still far 
below the BIS limit. 

"Arab states are con- 
tinuing measures to streng- 
then the financial position of 
their banks and most of them 
are now in line with capital 
adequacy requirements set by 
Basle,” said AMF Chairman 
Jassim AJ Manai, who will 
open Saturday’s auditing 
meeting at the fund’s head- 
quarters. . „ 

"But some members are 
still lagging behind. They 
need more effort. We are 
explaining ail these develop- 
ments to Basle Committee ” 
he added. 


VACANCY 

The British Bank of the Middle East is seeking to employ 
Quality Services Officers 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate that they have 
a successful track record in selling. 

They should be outgoing personalities wjth marketing 
skills and be effective communicators in both written and 
spoken English. They should be under 35 and possess a 
suitable university degree with an above average grade. 
Candidates who have had relevant experience in banking , 
or another customer sen/ice industry will be favourably •. • 
considered. Interested parties should submit their ap- 
plication along with the following: 

1. Curriculum vitae. 

2. Copies of educational certificates & academic trans- 
cript. 

3. Proof of ability to sell. 

4. Recent photograph 

To: 

Quality Services Officer Post 
The Human Resources Executive 
The British Bank of the Middle East 
P.O. Box: 925286 
Amman-Jordan 

Telephone calls are not acceptable 





GCC states 

to invest 

$15b in 
chemicals 


DOHA (R) — Arab Gulf 
petrochemical producers plan 
to build new plants worth $15 
billion in the next six years 
and are expected to finance 
$9.4 billion of the cost 
through loans, a financial ex- 
pert said. 

The loans will come from a 
mixture of local and interna- 
tional banks, governments, 
export credit agencies and 
regional institutions, said 
Ahmad NabD, a project fi- 
nance officer with Arab Pet- 
roleum Investments Corn 
(APIC). 

APIC, owned by 10 Arab 
states, is a pan-Arab body 
that funds petroleum pro- 
jects. The six member states 
of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) have a 64 per 
cent equity stake in it. 

Mr. Nabil told a petroche- 
mical conference in Qatar 
that producers in Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain Oman, United 
Arab Emirates, Qatar and 
Kuwait had announced 
$15,675 billion worth of pro- 
jects which were at different 
stages in the various states. 

The final figures might turn 
out to be lower than This 
because of delays, changes in 
policy or market movements, 
he said, listing the following 
projects. 

Bahrain — total $200 mil- 
lion, comprising $200 million 
for a plant with capacity for 

600 .000 tonnes per year 
(TPA) of urea (Gulf Pet- 
roleum Industries Corp), 
start up in 1998. 

Kuwait — total $2.4 bil- 
lion, comprising $23 billion 
for 650,000 TPA ethylene, 

450.000 TPA polyethylene 
and 340,000 TPA ethylene 
glycol, (Petrochemical Indus- 
tries Company (PIQ-Union 
Carbide Corp. U.K. joint 
venture), start up 1997. 
(Note; Kuwaiti analysts have 
pm the cost at about $1.9 
billion) $100 million for 

80.000 TPA polypropylene, 
(PIC only) start up 1996. 

Oman — tc'al $1.6 bil- 
lion), comprising $7QQ mil- 
lion for 300,000 TPA olefin 
■cdnfjJlex,' start' np ' 1998. 

' $90p,000 for two ammonia/ 
'urea plants, total capacity at 
least one million TPA (Oman 
Oil Company and partners), 
start op 1998. 

Qatar — total $1.44 bil- 
lion, comprising $500 million 
for 825,000 TPA methanol, 
start up 1997. $750 million for 

500.000 TPA metyl tertiary 
butyl c i :i e r (MTBE)/ 
methanol, start up 1997. $80 
million for 20,000 TPA mela- 
mine start up 1996.' $50 mil- 
lion for 30,000 TPA thermal 
black carbon, start up 1998. 
$60 million for. 20,000 TPA 
maelaic anhydride, start up 
1998 1 (Qatar General Pet- 
roleum Corp and partners).- 

Saudi Arabia — Total 
$5,335 billion. 
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International observations: CanU.S. 
continue as world’s largest capital exporter l 


Tbe following report is provided by Naser Nabulsi , 
private client group at Merrill Lynch-Dubai 

Global economics & currencies 

In a remarkable development, America has become the 
world’s largest capital exporter in recent years, far surpassing 
Japan in foreign direct investment and overseas portfolio 
investment alike. Last year, for example, Americans ex- 
ported nearly $180 billion of capital to the rest of the world 
on a net basis, with roughly one third in the form of direct 
investment and the remainder in the form’of stock and bond 
purchases overseas. That was nearly triple tbe amount of 
comparable capital exports from Japan, and occurred despite 
the fact that America runs a massive current account deficit 
while Japan, as the surplus nation, is'the more natural capital 
exporter. 

This year, America's capital outflows have moderated, but 
are still running at an annual rate of around $140 billion, 
when both direct investment and portfolio investment are 
taken into account. Some important questions now are 
(1) Are outflows on this scale sustainable; and (2) Could a 
sharp curtailment of American outflows result increased 
instability in global financial market? 

Of immediate interest in the wake of a sharp downdraft in 
American equity prices is what the impact might be if 
American investors some day suddenly decide to bring 
substantial amounts of their international “money" back 
home through phone switching via mutual funds — or if 
Japanese institutional investors decide to do the same. A 
broader issue is whether America is well-suited to be the 
world’s major financial intermediary, when it suffers from 
chronic trade deficits and a currency that appears to be in a 
long-term downtrend against other major currencies. 

The pronounced weakness of the dollar against the yen 
this year, which has surprised so many market participants 
and policymakers, can be onderstood in this context. 
Consider how America has emerged as the world’s largest 
exporter of long-term capital, despite its low savings rate and 
huge trade and current account deficits?. This could only 
have been accomplished by borrowing massively, either 
directly or indirectly, from Japan, the only nation in the 
world with substantial surplus savings. 

In that sense, the yen-dollar exchange rate has become the 
linch pin of the international financial system, one that has 
buckled under the strain of Americans trying to finance 
deficit nations in Asia, Europe, and Latin .America when 
America itself is short of funds. Unlike the years immediate- 
ly following World War n, when America enjoyed a massive 
trade surplus and was therefore a natural creditor nation, the 
nation's chronic trade and budget deficits make an unlikely 
choice to be a major capital exporter. 

In effect, America's external payments position now 
resembles that of a large, unregulated savings and loan, 
which is borrowing short-term funds from its “depositors” — 
i.e. foreign private banks, institutional investors, and (in- 
creasingly) foreign central banks — while it lends long-term 
funds to foreign governments and corporations. This situa- 
tion appears to have developed partly because the more 
natural creditor nation, Japan, has been less willing or able 
to directly finance deficit nations elsewhere since the 
collapse of its real estate and stock market severely 
weakened the capital position of its major financial institu- 
tions. 

America's evolution into a large international financial 
intermediary has so far undoubtedly had benign effects on 
the world economy, by channeling growth capital to de- 
veloped and developing nations alike. The accompanying 
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Canadian warned of tough times 
told not to be complacent 


OTTAWA (AFP) — Cana- 
dians were warned that while 
their country may be one of 
the best places in which to 
live, they can no longer be 
complacent about their stan- 
dards of living. 

The warning came from 
Auditor General Denis De- 
sautels in an annual report to 
parliament. 

The report, as usual, 
pointed out areas of govern- 
ment inefficiency. 

But this time it was as 
much a warning to Canadians 
that the government of Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien, in 



office for just over a 

was right in preparing 

dians for tougher economic 
times. 

"While Canada remains 
one of the best places in the 
world in which to live,” said 
Mr. Desautels, “Canadians 
cannot afford to be compla- 
cent." 

"The country faces a ttiffi- 
' cult, challenging situation 
amid political, economic <qnd 
social changes that reverber- 
ate throughout the world," 
said Mr. Desautels. 

“The tough choices are 
now.” 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“I found my old love poems in 
the attic. Why on earth did you 
ever marry a doofus like me???? 



Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

0 by H«csr! Amdd md ftHka Arglrton 


fifi never listens 


LOJYL 




□ 


MOPET 



c 

□ 


TERVID 






c 

c 

l _> 



CAPELA 







WHAT 5^ CONSIDERS? 

HSRQo&e obedience 

TRAINING. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterdays I Jumbj es: CRIME JUMBO KIMONO FIASCO 
I Answer What he loved most on the radio — 

-rock: music 


charts show (1) how energetic this financial intermediation 
has become, particularly with respect to capital flows to 
Europe and the emerging markets; and (2) how it contrasts 
with a relatively less aggressive and declining investment 
from Japan. 

But what are the systemic implications of the current 
pattern of global capital flows? Students of banking history 
may recall that a classic issue in banking theory is the 
incompatibility between banks as managers of the payments 
mechanism and their role as financial intermediaries. As a 
systemic issue, this would now appear to apply to America's 
role as the centre of the international payments mechanism 
and its role as the world's largest financial intermediary. 

The dilemma which now fares American monetary author- 
ities is this: On the one hand, in theic role as managers of the 
international payments mechanism, they are under intense 
pressure to raise interest rates aggrosivdy to protect the 
purchasing power of the dollar and all the currencies whose 
value is dosely tied to the dollar. The intensity of this 
pressure may explain why the authorities opted for a more 
aggressive- than -expected rate hike of 75 basis points at the 
Nov. 15 FOMC meeting. 

On the other hand, as overseers of a complex web of 
global financial intermediation — which has become domin- 
ated by American firms — they need to avoid raising rates to 
an extent that might trigger a collapse of intermediation. 
That could conceivably occur if interest rates were to rise 
enough to prompt retail investors to tty to liquidate 
substantial amounts of tbeir domestic and international 
mutual fond shares hi favour of the relative safety of bank 
certificates of deposit or other forms of conventional money. 

In other words, if the authorities do not raise interest rates 
aggressively, they/ risk a run of the dollar as foreigners yank 
funds from dollar-linked markets to avoid further erosion of 
their purchasing power through either inflation or currency 
depreciation. But if they do raise rates aggressively, they risk 
a rapid liquidation of mutual fund assets and a sharp drop in 
asset prices as fond managers are forced to sell large amounts 
of assets into domestic and foreign markets that could 
become quite illiquid. 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY NOVEMBER 26, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Asirotoger. Canon Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES; hand in saining some highly de- 
This test day of Libra finds your — sirabfc desire that you have. 

evening to be the best time to out ( , RD .. „ 

across your ideas or products as - 5 ^ , i^ pten l 5 e . r J 10 0c, °' 
you aquire a well rounded under- “ fc .l The world is your oyster 
— “ — * today if you get dotted up m your 


standing of exactly what it is that 
the general public wants. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19} 
Now your heme should certainly 
be the centre of your activities so 
even though you are obligated to 
spend pan of the day owside. 
think of basic interests. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your own personal aims now 
have a good chance to come to 
fruition and especially where 
seeing the persons of whom you 
like recreational outlets are con- 
cerned. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You are today interested in 
doing whatever will bring you 
more articles of value or beauty 
into your life as well as improve 
appearance of propercty. 

.MOON CHI LDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21 ) You exude so much 
diarm and magnetism now that 
you cad get almost anything you 
want by approaching potential 
benefactors with a smile. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Put 
aside that extraven quality that is 
so a pan of your character and 
withdraw within yourself, con- 
sidering what you can do to have 
more of lifes goodies. 

fAugust 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Whatever loyal friends 
are available are the once now 


w wm m — f ^ sa 

best bib and tucker and venture 
forth into the world* letting your 
ambit tons be known. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Make as many 
now and exciting contacts wjth 
fascinating persons as you can 
and get mem to release to you 
some knowledge that can smooth 
your pathway. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You are not apt 
to be as emotional as your 
attachment would like you to be 
but today is one of those times' 
when yon can. would benefit 
from a romantic attitude. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to* 
January 20) An overly sensitive 
associate is the best one ro help 
you to get a bener awareness, of 
how to bring a benefit that is 
important into your life. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to 
February 19) Whatever your 
activities are today be sure you 
do not hasten through them but 
organise a sensible schedule by 
which to perform and to do 
them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You want (ohm a good time 
but you also want it to have some 
special meaning in your life so 
choose the recreations you de- 
cide upon to extract toe greatest- 
results. 




Who win give you a very helpful 

Mrthstone of November: Topaz-Tiger's Eye 


J 



THE Daily Crossword bywimamcanino 


ACROSS 

t To (jn 

addition) 

5 Rugby formation 
10 In a rupseo 

14 Gwe the 
once-cver 

15 Country on 
Hispaniola 

16 Hevakfc border 

17 Conrad novel 

20 Whtstie-blowor 

2 t Hasten 

22 Devour 

23 Small amounts 

24 Eastern servant 
26 Denc&fv; erf the 

deep 

29 Siia of Yaounde 

33 Slangy 
turndowns 

34 News souca 

36 Medicated 
compross 

37 Baftoro 

36 Typed soprano 

40 Darlene to DJ 

41 Fooling o! 
anxiety 

44 Thraai fo 
C a t arva 

45 Intimation 

46 B«g cate 

46 Spreads rumor 

50 Appro feo 

51 Worker and 
soldier 

52 Use I ho slopes 
54 Country 

monogram 
56 Stretchers 
60 Swesnow 
stopper 
60 breve 

64 H JJLS. 

(Capl. 

HomMower’s 

ship) 

65 Eugene's 
daughter 

66 Drive) 

67 Art Hem 
66 Swil 

DOWN 

\ Nob« pnyaitta. 
Niets 

2 SHfce curvo 
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3 Norwegian kmg 

4 Stapwoims 

5 Wading hrd 

6 Restaurants 

7 Make free 

8 Home of Tho 
Jazz 

9 Sister of Mo&t*S 

10 Family member 

11 Tho Grevsuiic 
manors* 

12 Noted foness 

13 Punier 
Benjamin 

16 Deadfall 
*9 Evelyn m 
"GWTW 

25 Garfirtccl 

26 Actor Ryan 

27 Chit can 

28 Ritz Brasher* 
fence 

29 Tumbrels 

30 Beta led 

31 Siajpose 

32 Hotbeds 
J5 Gazed ui 



47 

49 

Si 
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Markets 


Jordan Times 

In co-operation with 
Cairo Amman Bank 
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New Voik 
CZox. 

Tokyo 

Clot c 

**24/11/94 

XcrtUg Pound 

1 . 5699 

l $AA 5*" 

Dpntafhr Mark 

!.S5*A 

\ .5563 

Kruse 

1-3195 

I -3JS2*" 

t'rrorh Franc 

5.3405 

5.3439** 

Japanrir Vcn 

48.46 

96.47 

Gtfopna Currcnj Unit 

■ Inil IV# vis: 

K22S0 



24/11/7994 


Comncy 

1 kfTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. D«Bar 

5.51 

5.68 


6-45 

Staffing Pound 

5.57 

5.75 

6.25 

6.75 

Dctitsritt Mark 

4.67 

5.00 

5.M 

5.43 

Swiss Franc 

3.43 

3.75 

5-93 

4.37 

French Franc 

5- ?I 


5.6: 

6 . 12 

Jtptnv Yen 

2.06 

2. n 

:,:s 

2.50 

European Currency Unit 

S.6? 

5 .SI 

6.06 

6.63 


= M/n/rm 


Metal 

USD'Oz 

JO/Gm* 

Metal 

USD'Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

5S4.75 

7.60 

Saver 

5. 17 

0.117 


of Jordan Fwjhangi 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

US. Defer 

0.6990 

0.70/0 

Sterling Pound 

7.0944 

7.7005 

Deutsche Mark 

0.-MS7 

0.4509 

Swiss Ftamc 

0.5?9d 

0.5312 

French Franc 

0. F307 

0.1314 

JapuiM Yen 1 

0.7095 

0.7130 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4004 

0.4014 

Snedhh Krou 



Into Llrf 

0.0455 

0.0457 

Belgian Franc 




hr 100 


Dm: ?4.Tr 1994 


| Currency 

Bid 

<HTei“ 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.6570 

7.85/0 

Lebanese Lira 

0.04113$’ 

0.042420 

Su4 Riju! 

0.J55C 

G.iw 

ktrkdU Dinar 

:.jii>£7 

1.3650 

Qauri R1 >a) 

0.1904 

0.1920 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2/50 

Orafkl Rljal f 

l . 1000 

1.8170 

U.\E Dirham 

0.1897 

• 

0.7906 

Greek Drachma 

0.:?4l’ 

0.5225 

Cypr*w round 

7.5970 

7.4980 


hr m 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
Tates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at mldsessonjon_tbe London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


13734/44 

13572/82 

1.7452/62 

13190/00 

32.04/08 

53515/65 

1615.4/6.4 

98.60/70 

7.4550/50 

6.8350/50 

6.1005/55 

$13622/32 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemariks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
P arrish crowns 


One ounce of gold $384.70/385.10 



Compiled by Samir Shafiq Ghawi 

** The management of the Pepsi Cola company has 
agreed to reinstate all workers it recently dismissed. 
The workers dismissed from the Jordan Batteries 
Company in Marka will be given wages for the months 
of November and December and will be provided with 
suitable jobs elsewhere with the help of the Ministry of 
LalSour and the Association of the Workers in 
Petroleum and Chemical Industries. The ministry was 
successful, however, in persuading the Jordan-Gulf 
Bank to return the employees it dismissed to their jobs 
as usual. (Sawt A1 Shaab). 

** The Central Bank has not yet issued any 
regulations concerning the price or the legality of the 
shekel which Israeli authorities consider it a local 
currency and do not allow it to be taken abroad or 
brought into Israel. Moneychangers say trading the 
shekel in Jordan is not acceptable (Ad-Dustour). 

'fr* French industrial and technological products will 
be exhibited from Nov. 26 until Dec. 1, 1994 (Ad- 
Dustour). 

** The Chamber of Commerce and car dealers hail 
the reduction in tariffs as a right step that would serve 
the national economy, ease the burdens on citizens 
and encourage them to buy cars (Ad-Dustour). 

Bankers do not see any harm to the Jordanian 
dinar as a result of the increase in interest rates on the 
U.S. dollar. They note that the Central Bank's policy 
is to give the Jordanian currency a two per cent 
interest edge over that given to the dollar to avert an 
outflow of capital. However, the general manager of 
ANZ Grindlays Bank and Philadelphia Bank said 
banks should raise interest rates on the dinar as an 
incentive to depositors in the. local currency and to 
prepare for the coming era .that will require large 
investments (Ad-Dustour). 

☆* The Jordan Poultry Processing and Marketing 
Companay denied responsibility for flooding the 
market with frozen chicken, destabilising the local 
poultry market and causing losses to farmers. The. 
company accused the Ministry of Supply of the act and 
noted that the ministry had large stocks of French 
chicken for a long time and with an expiry date in 
February, the ministry decided to dump it in the 
market before the end of the year (Ad-Dustour). 


☆☆ A large investment group which owns many 
factories and companies is suffering from a severe 
financial crisis that may lead to its bankruptcy. Due to 
managerial reason and the slow business cycle, the 
group has accumulated JD 60 million of losses 
equivalent to three times the value of its assets. 
Owners of the holding group have been prevented 
from travelling as eight banks got judicial clearance to 
confiscate the assets of the group which had a total 
indebtedness of JD 60 million to the eight banks. One 
of the many properties seized by the banks was the 
factory which manufactures cans used in soft drinks 
industries (A1 Ra'i). 

☆☆ Rajab AI Saad will succeed Taher Kanaan as 
general manager of the Industrial Development Bank. 
Mr. Saad joined the bank in 1965 and since 1973 has 
been holding the post of deputv general manager (Al 
Ra'i). 

☆fr A senior official at the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation said the government cannot go on bearing 
and subsidising water costs. Noting that the cost of 
water for irrigation was only three to five per cent of 
the total agricultural production costs, the official said 
that the revenue from water charges does not cover 
more than 25 per cent of the cost of operating and 
maintaining water projects and that farmers will have 
to gradually bear the full cost. The latest increase in 
water charges has covered 60-70 per cent of operation- 
al costs (Al Ra'i). 

The recommendations of a regional, seminar on 
optimisation of water in agriculture said that raising 
water charges for irrigation water is a difficult decision 
for the government but this decision has to be taken if 
conserving water was a national priority (Al Ra'i). 

☆☆ Vegetable oil factories have stopped production 
and are demanding the Ministry of Supply to allow 
them to raise prices due to the recent increase in the 
international prices of vegetable oils. The scarcity of 
oil and ghee in the market has led to prices rising by 
about 30 per cent over the normal levels (Ad- 
Dustour). 

*rir Total bank assets rose bv seven per cent to reach 
JD 7,249 million ($10.38 billion) at the end of 
September from a year earlier. It is expected that real 
economic growth this year will be around 5.5 per cent 
(Ad-Dustour). 


Gaza unrest scrambles AFM trading 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Just as market 
watchers were sitting back 
after seeing a revival of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) after several months 
of stagnation, last week's vio- 
lence in the Gazaf ,% 5trip 
scrambled all expectations 
and sent trading and stock 
prices on downward spiral, 
brokers said Friday. 

The weekly report of the 
AFM showed that turnover 
for last week was JD 9.5 
million, down 393 per cent 
from the previous week’s JD 
15.8 million. 

The general price index 
based on stocks of 60 major 
companies dosed at 147.8 
points, down 13 points one 


per cenr from the week’s 
opening of 148.7 per cent. 

Forty-six companies whose 
shares were traded during the 
week dosed with losses as the 
week ended, while 21'showed 
gains an cHO reita&necfcstable , 
the AFM report said. 

Commercial bahks and 
financial institutions 
accounted for JD 4 million or 
42.1 per cent of the turnover, 
followed by the industrial 
sector with JD 3. IS million or 
333 per cent, the services 
sector with JD 2.26 million or 
23.8 per cent, and insurance 
stock with JD 60,000 or 0.6 
per cent. 

The AFM report said 3.8 
million shares changed hands 
under 4,500 contracts during 
the week. 


Brokers said last week's 
violence pitting the Palestine 
self-rule authority’s police 
and opponents of the peace 
process that left 14 people 
dead and more than 200 
wounded and raised' the spec- 
tre of a _J*alestiman civil war 
had taken its toll on the 
market. 

“Once again, the Jorda- 
nian stock market has shown 
how susceptible it is to any 
serious development m the 
region,” asserted a broker. 
“The situation is likely to 
remain the same until peace 
takes hold in all its dimen- 
sions in the region, whether 
in the context of the Palesti- 
nians or any of the neigh- 
bouring countries.” 

The AFM was stagnant 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
(umished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and building tots 

FOR SALE 

Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 81 0605/81 0609 
810520 
810520 


A SECURE 

IF LAT.OTEL 
Swelfiyeh 




STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoof Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO ptoof 


Flat-OTEL 

SECURITY 
^-HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


Yt 


863944 - 816690 


SELECT HOTEL 




Hamburgers + Pizzas 
ELITE CAFE' 

Swelfiyeh 



THE 

ADCSFHEU 

mum 


TAUT OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 
MondayLqrinksjgg Ni ght L ong 

HiSre 

A Menu of Delicious Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shm*»iffanl 





& Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families &-its 


* Frmm •alarfff 
20 x 30 


NeGrEsCo BaR 


® Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Shmdsani - Opp. Gr 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Svefieh tel: 823891 


. Grindlays 





atity Furnished Flai 

& 





labal Al Webdeh/Tel.637 101/637102 


One and two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Raxes For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 

674563 - 674551 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


for further details please call 



Tel. 864230 

Fj 
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863 


SWe'rfiyoh 
9 44 n 




vis.a.vis 

" DAtJCc PUS ' 

f := C D ^ i o it t p 


parties a 

FUNCTIONS 
DaHy 



/f's fuf7^^St/CT 
Music £ Lights^ 


/ CHEN’S 
< CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia Basque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 330 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

Conditioned Hall 





since April this year, and 
stock prices as well as turnov- 
er took a heavy bearing be- 
cause of uncertainties of the 
peace process coupled with 
fears that capital gains were 
no longer going to be exempt 
from income, iax. 

Pan of the uncertainty 
over the peace negotiations 
was cleared with the signing 
and formalisation of the 
Jordanian- Israeli peace trea- 
ty over the last five weeks 
and fears of taxation were 
alleviated with a government 
assurance that any such move 
was not immediate. 

“Just as investors and the- 
market in general were tak- 
ing a deep <breath, getting 
ready to resume normal busi- 
ness, the Gaza business stuck 
and scrambled the situation,” 
said the broker, who cannot 
be identified under standing 
AFM guidelines. 

However, “it should be 
noted that despite the 
plunge, the turnover last 
week was far higher than the 
four or five million dinar 
volumes that we saw since 
April,” added the broker. 
“There is enough confidence 
in the market to see the 
situation through unless 
something else happens.” 

However, several brokers 
expressed fear that in the 
absence of clear indications 
that the Palestine self-rule 
authority is not in full control 
of the situation in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho, year-end 
dealings that traditionally set 
the trend for the first quarter 
of the new year may be 
seriously set back. 



g KurdiStores 

■i^^uwaifiah Tel. S27105. 





The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle Jaha! Amman, near 
Ahlyyah Girls School 




% 


SZECHWAN GARBENS/i 
EHINESE RESTAttRAJW 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7.-00 — Midnight 

T*l.63$96$ 


\ Qwfiua-aaoaeflB-Mtt^n 


Take jway fa 

Star At-Arab Stmet 
Urn Utafcub Common®/ Caret 

Tel- 861174 
iMtTuttd AhuysUtcd 



A 


K- s 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3&0 p.m. 
6£0 - 1130 pjn. 
Tel.: 861838 






TeL692505, 691146 /ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 , Wasfi AJ-Tel St 
Abu Harb commercial center 
Second floor 


V alentino 

▼restaurant 



Jiibal Amman -first circle 

opposite IRAQ EMBASSY 

- TEL.: 654205 
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Indiana 
Pacers 
defeat 

m 

■ • 

Golden 

: State 

■ 

; . INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 

. ..Though the NBA season is 

■ still very young, the Indiana 

! - Pacers seem' to have turned 

things around while the Gol- 
. den State wamdrs . have 
stumbled after an impressive 
' start. 

Indiana has won four of its 
last five, holding opponents 

■ - to an average of just 88 points 
. a game in that stretch. The 
^ latest victory came Thursday 
"night, a 123-96 drobbing of 
. the Warriors. 

Golden State, after starting 
the season with five straight 
' victories, has lost two straight 
and three of five. The War- 
riors have also failed to score 
100 points two straight games 
— a rare occurrence for the 
league's second-ranked 
offense. 

The performance Thurs- 
day, the only game in the 
NBA, left Warriors coach 
Don Nelson looking for posi- 
tives. 

“There is some sort of 
crazy way you become closer 
when things like this hap- 
pen," Nelson said. “When 
we tried to match up with 
them, we got our teeth kick- 
ed in." 

Nelson is trying to blend 
- two new players, Rony Seika- 
iy who Tom Gugciotta, into 

- his high-scoring offense. He 

- knows the transition will take 
: some time. 

; “We have too many new 
players and too many young 
I players," Nelson said. “We 
: won't be the team we want to 

- be until mid-season, and we 
• understand that." 

Still, Nelson didn't under- 
estimate the Pacers. 

“I think when you look at 
their tenacity on defence and 
their offensive patience, it's 
really a credit to their 
coaches and players," he 



Cleveland Cavaliers’ Michael 
89-86 (AFP photo) 

said. 

Pacers coach Larry Grown 
couldn’t agree more. 

“There were so many posi- 
tive things out there," Brown 
said. “We were really good. 
Defensively, we did a good 
job of staying in front of 
people. You win defending in 
this league." 

Brown singled out centre 
Rik Smits for praise. 

“Rik was terrific at both 
ends," Brown said after smits 
scored 28 on 12-of-14 shoot- 
ing, he added four rebounds, 
and forced Seikaly out of the 
game with first-quarter foul 
trouble. 

Brown, who had ques- 
tioned his team's commit- 
ment after an up-and-down 


j tm. 

Cage fords the arm of the Charlotte Hornets Kenny Gattison (right). The 




start, found plenty to praise 
this time. The Pacers logged 
a season-high 14 steals, and 
forced the Warriors into 23 
turnovers and 42 percent 
shooting — both season lows. 

The Pacers also held Gol- 
den State 18 points under its 
season average, and domin- 
ated them on the boards, 
48-31. 

Reggie Miler and Byron 
Scott combined to shot down 
Latrell Sprewell, the league's 
number-three scorer. 
Sprewell, averaging 28.1 
points, managed just 11 on 
4-of-ll shooting. 

__ MilleT went scoreless in the 
first half, and ended with a 
season-low 10 points, all 
coming in the third period. 
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Paradise 
Creek at 
No. 3 in 
Japan 

Cup draw, 

• • 

FUCHU, Japan (AP) — 
Favourite Paradise Creek 
of the United States drew 
the No. 3 post position in a 
drawing Friday for Sun- 
day's Japan Cup, the 
world's richest horse race. 

“Good, it's an inside 
position, but I like it," said 
its trainer. Bill Mott. 

The 5-year-old horse 
won eight of 10 starts this 
year but finished third in 
the 116-mile (2,400-metre) 
Breeders' Cup Turf Nov. 5. 

Another Mott entry, 
Fraise. drew the No. 2 slot, 
just inside the Paradise 
Creek. 

Sunday's 391.5 million 
yen (S4.03 million) race 
will be held over the 2,400- 
metre Tokyo Race Course 
at Fuchu, on Tokyo's out- 
skirts. The winner's share is 
169 million yen ($1.74 mil- 
lion). 

Johann Quatz and Sand- 
pit, both of the United 
States, drew the No. 9 and 
10 post positions, respec- 
tively. 

Two other U.S. entries. 
Grand Flotilla and Rain 
Trap, also will break side- 
by-side, from the No. 12 
and 13 spots, respectively. 

“It’s a good post posi- 
tion,'' Sandpit's trainer 
Richard Mandeila said. 
“My horse has tactical 
speed, so I don't think it 
would matter too much 
where he comes from the 
gate.” 

Last year, Mandeila en- 
tered Kotashaan in the 
race, which came second to 
Japan’s Legacy World. 

Sandpit, who has raced 
impressively in the United 
States this season, is the 
first Brazilian-bred horse to 
enrer the Japan Cup. The 
5-year-old beat Grand Flo- 
tilla in the Oak 1 Tree invita- 
tional on Oct. 9, which was 
his latest outing. 

Starting from the favour- 
able No. 7 position will be 
Australia's Jeune, winner 
of the Melbourne Cup ear- 
ly this month. 

“Fm very happy that we 
can get a good post posi- 
tion,” Jeun.e's jockey, 
Wayne Hants, said. “I 
want to keep my horse in 
the middle of the field dur- 
ing the race, so 1 think this 
is a good post position." 

French challengers Ap- 
ple Tree and Hemanao 
drew the No. 1 and 12 post 
positions respectively. 


Man. United fall back on youngsters 


LONDON (AFP) — Man- 
chester-United manager Alex 
Ferguson' will again -have to 
rely on his youngsters against 
Arsenal at Highbury Satur- 
day. 

None of the senior players 
who missed the 3-1 midweek 
European Champions 
League defeat in Gothenburg 
have recovered from their 
injuries. 

Skipper Steve serves the 
second game of a three- 
match suspension, which 
means David May switches to 
central defence with Gary 
Neville slotting in at right- 
back. 

Lee Sharpe will be out of 
action for at least another 
month after an X-ray re- 
vealed a hairline ankle fract- 
lure. 

Paul Parker, who had a 
successful operation on bis 
ankle injury this week, could 
be missing for around 12 
weeks. 

Gordon Strachan and Tony 
Dorigo return to the Leeds 
squad for the Elland Road 
clash with Nottingham 
Forest. 

Stradhan, who retires at 
the end of the season, is 
poised to return after a back 
injury which threatened to 
end his career. Dorigo has 
shaken off a hamsting injury 
that has kept him out for 
three matches. 

But versatile South African 
Lucas Radebe faces a five- 
week lay-off after damaging 
knee ligaments at Queens 
Park Rangers last week. 

Nottingham Forest could 
be without leading scorer 
Stan Collymore. He suffered 


a recurring ankie injury in 
Wednesday’s county cqp final 
against Notts County and will 
have a late fitness test. Jason 
Lee stands by. 

Striker Bradley Allen is 
back in Queens Park Ran- 
gers' squad for the clash with 
Blackburn at Ewood Park 
after coming off the transfer 
list at his own request. 

Defenders Colin Calder- 
wood and Dean Austin face 
fitness tests as Tottenham 
seek their first victory under 
Gerry Francis at Liverpool. 
The pair picked up injuries in 
Wednesday's goalless draw 
with Ghelsea — Spurs’ first 
clean sheet of the campaign. 

Crystal Palace are set to 
recall Bobby Bowry for the 
home clash with South- 
ampton. 

The 24-year-old could re- 
turn in midfield with John 
Humphrey switching to full- 
back in place of Darren Pat- 
teison. 

Southampton defender 
Simon Charlton is set to re- 
turn to first-team action after 
shaking off a virus. 

Bruce Grobbelaar, who 
kept a dean sheet against 
Arsenal last week, will con- 
tinue in goal for his first 
match away from The Dell 
since match-fixing allegations 
were published. 

Central defender Ken 
Monkou is still suspended so 
Francis Benali will continue 
alongside Richard Hall. 

Manchester City manager 
Brian Horton will keep faith 
with the side which won at 
Leicester Sunday for the 
home game with Wimbledon. 

Norwich manager John 


Dee ban has added 19-year- 
old forward Jamie Cureton to 
his squad for their home 
matc(i against Leicester, in an 
attempt to improve the 
Canaries' strike rate. 

Mike Sheron has recovered 
from a hamstring injuzy and 
will also challenge Mark 
Robins and Rob Newman for 
a place up front. 

Basement club Ipswich 
have midfield pair Stuart Sla- 
ter and Gavin Johnson back 
after hip injuries for the trip 
to Newcastle. 

Merson reveals cocaine habit 

Arsenal and England strik- 
er Paul Merson admitted Fri- 
day to having used cocaine 
for most of this year. 

The 26-year-old star, 
quoted in the Daily Mirror 
and Sun newspapers, said: 
“It’s almost ruined my life. 
I've jeopordised my career 
and my marriage. 

“Now I want everyone to 
know what's happened to put 
it all behind me and to start 
with a clean slate.*' 

He claims Highbury mana- 
ger George Graham has 
given him a week to sort 
himself out. 

■ ■ 

■ 

The four-miilion-rated 
player said he spent up to 
150-pounds a night snorting 
the drug marathon drinking 
sessions. 

But he insisted he knew of 
no other players who us e 
cocaine and said he decided 
to quit the drug during a 
marathon binge on Novem- 
ber 10. 


Kenya withdraws from hosting 

Africa * Nations’ Cup 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya offi- 
cially withdrew on Friday 
from hosting the Africa Na- 
tions’ Cup in 1996 because of 
a shortage of hinds. 

Culture and social services' 
minister Hussein Maalim 
Mohammad told reporters 
that Kenya decided to pull 
out because the cost of the 
enterprise had risen itom an 
initial 40 million shillings 
($856,000) to 265 million 
shillings ($5.67 million). 

"With the current econo- 
mic situation, and given that 
hosting costs have gone up ... 
the Kenya government finds 
it impossible to upgrade its 
facilities in readiness for the 
1996 Africa Cup of nations," 
Hussein said. 

He said that Kenya bad bid 
to host the tournament be- 
cause it had thought that the 


Confederation of African, 
Football (CAF) would allow 
matches to be held in one 
city. 

But CAF made clear that it 
also wanted some matches to 
be held in the coastal port 
city of Mombassa, he said. 

“Given chat we have to . 
base some matches in Nairobi 
and others in Mombassa, and 
with the fact that CAF wants 
Mombassa stadium to be of a 
20,000 capacity, the govern- 
ment is unable to secure 
funds to upgrade the Momba- 
sa stadium,” he said. 

Last week officials said 
that authorities in Mombassa 
had estimated it would cost 
115 million .shillings $2.46 
million) to renovate its sta-, 
dium. 

The government pledged 
three months ago to provide 


the uw out work had not yet 
begun. CAF officials warned 
they were returning for a 
final inspection trip Decem- 
ber 9. 

The Kenya Football Fed- 
eration (KFF) said it bad no 
' money and Mombassa coun- 
cil offered only five million 
shillings ($107,000) towards 
renovation costs. 

Kenya will automatically 
be barred from the 1996 
championships whose qual- 
ifying rounds are in their 
preliminary stages, sports 
officials said. 

The minister said that he 
did not know whether the 
government would be able to 
pay any fines that might be 
imposed on Kenya by CAF. 

South Africa is now tipped 
as a candidate to host the 
tournament. 


Abedi Pele 

on show 
In S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Sooth Africa will see Gha- 
na's midfield magician Abedi 
Fele perform his tricks for the 
first time on Saturday in the 
opening round of a four- 
nation tournament. 

Loftns Versfeld rugby sta-. 
dium in Pretoria hosts an 
appetising double-header in 
which Cameroon play Ivory 
Coast and South Africa con- 
front the legendary Black 
Stars. 

The football feast moves to 
another rugby sjte, Boet 
Erasmus stadium in the coas- 
tal city of Port Elizabeth, on 
November 30 where South 
Africa face Ivory Coast and 
Ghana meet Cameroon. 

In the final round on De- 
cember 4 at Ellis Park m 
Johannesburg, venue of the 
1995 World Cup rugby final. 
Ivory Coast tackle Ghana 
and South Africa oppose 
Cameroon. 

Pele, who left France for 
Italian dub Torino, appeared - 
tired when the Black Stars 
arrived, and offered few com- 
ments. 

Arguably one of the 
greatest footballers produced 
by Africa, Pele was the undis- ' 
puted king until Nigerian for- 
ward Rashidi Yekmi burst 
into the limelight last year. 

Aston Villa midfielder Nii 
Udartey Lamptey, branded 
the ‘new Pele* when he led' 
Ghana ■ to the world junior 
title three years ago,' is 
another major attraction in a' 
formidable squad. 

But South African coach 
Clive Barker seems uncon- 
cerned about faring a team*- 
which has made a superb 
start to its qualifying cam- 
paign for the 1996 African 
Nations’ Cup. 

“I do not care whether 
Ghana bring Pele, or even 
Romano," be told reporters 
at the national training camp 
outside Johannesburg. 

“We are going to win this 
tournament." 

Barker will lack his un- 
available ‘Foreign Legion,' 
notably Leeds United pair 
Lucas Radebe, a comman- 
ding central defender, and ■ 
frequent scorer Philemon 
Masraga. 

Turkish-based captain 
Steve Komphela also misses 
out after playing in every 
match since South Africa re- 
turned to the world stage in 
1992, following decades of 
apartheid-induced isolation. 

Although Cameroon and 
Ivory Coast are ranked 
among the top six African 
national teams, neither has 
impressed recently with the 
Indomitable Lions suffering a 
humiliating loss in Lesotho. 


Comaneci receives warm 
welcome in home town 


ONESTl (R) — Nadia 
Comaneci, the first gym- 
nast to score a perfect 10 in 
the Olympics, returned to 
her Romanian home town 
Wednesday, five years af- 
ter fleeing communism for 
the west. 

“Five is my lucky num- 
ber and I said to myself: 
“Now T can go home,” the 
32-year-old triple Olympic 
gold medallist told crowds 
in the small town of Onesti, 
in the province of Moldo- 
va. 

Comaneci returned to* 
Romania on Monday night 
with the Romanian 
women's gymnastics team 
after it won its third world 
championship at a tourna- 
ment in Dortmund, Ger- 
many. 

In a country withdittle to 
shout about since its 1989 
anti-communist revolution 
toppled dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu, Comaneci re- 
mains a national hero. 

Onesti celebrated her 
visit by* renaming her old 
school the Nadia Commun- 
ed High School, giving her 
a large symbolic wooden 
key to the town as well as 
the title of citizen of hon- 


our. 

Deputy mayor Ionel 
Mu mean u was overcome 
with emotion when he pre- 
sented Comaned with the 
■ key to Onesti. 

“Nadia belongs to gym- 
nastics, she belongs to the 
world, but first and fore- 
most she belongs to this 
place," he said. 

Comaned said: “I am 
very, wry happy to be here 
this is one of the greatest 
days of my life.” 

Much has changed since 
the 14-year-old Comaned 
enchanted the world at the 
1976 Montreal Olympics, 
whining three gold medals 
with seven 10s — an unpre- 
cedented achievement. 

In those days Onesti was 
called Gheorghe 
Gheorghiu-Dej — the 
name of the first commun- 
ist posT-war dictator. 

Outside her old school 
some 300 people chanted 
“Nadia, Nadia, Nadia” and 
stretched for a glimpse of 
'their idol. 

“I dream of becoming a 
star like Nadia" said a little 
girl named Anca. 

Before the ceremony. 
Comaneci visited her 


father's humble flat in a 
working class district of the 
town. Gheorghe Comane- 
ci, 61. was moved to tears 
when his daughter received 
the award. 

Comaneci fled into seif- 
imposed exile five years 
ago this week, less than a 
month before Ceausescu — 
who regarded her as a 
national hero — was over- 
thrown and executed in the 
bloodiest of the eastern 
European revolutions of 
1989. 

President Ion lliescu wel- 
comed Comaneci home 
when he met her and the 
victorious gymnastics team: 
“Across time, from Nadia’s 
generation to today, we 
have another gold genera* 
non." 

Comaned said she would 
donate $100,000 to help the 
development of Romanian 
gymnastics. 

‘‘The -national team's 
success at Dortmund was 
the perfect opportunity -to 
make this visit and for me 
to donate $100,000 to the 
Romanian Federation as 
my partidpation. and 95 a 
sign of thanks for what I 
have received." she said. 



Chinese world efiampion banned for 2 years 

LAUSANNE (R) — World champion Yang 
Aihua of China was suspended for two years 
following a positive dope test, the Interna- 
tional Swimming Federation (FIN A) said in a 
statement Wednesday. Yang won the 
women's world title in the 400 metres frees- 
tyle in Rome in September. 

Swindon’s Waddle bid rejected 

SWINDON (AFP) — Swindon, who sacked 
manager John Gorman Monday, have failed 
in thier attempt to secure Sheffield Wednes- 
day's former England star Chris Waddle to 
take over as player-manager here Wednes- 
day. Wednesday manager Trevor Francis 
confirmed that his club's chairman had re- 
ceived an approach from Swindon but that the 
player is staying at Hillsborough. Francis said: 
“I have spoken to Chris, who is under 
contract for another 18 months, and would 
like him to stay and that is what he wants. He 
has worked very hard to get fit again after his 
injury and is looking no further ahead than 
[playing again and getting back into our side. 

Tag Heuer signs for America’s 
Cup challenge 

AUCKLAND (AFP) — Swiss watchmaker 
Tag Heuer announced Friday it would be the 
main sponsor of one of two New Zealand 
syndicates competing for next year’s Amer- 
ica's Cup in San Diego. New Zealand skipper 
Chris Dickson initially attempted to float his 
bid as a sharemarket company but it failed 'to 
attract enough subscribers and now his 75- 
foot (22 metre) Bruce Farr-designed racer will 
be called Tag Heuer and the campaign, once 
known as Win New Zealand, is now Tag 
Heuer Challenge. 

Marseille official under judicial control 

MARSEILLE (R) — Former European soc- 
cer champions Marseille were in more trouble 
after their financial director Alain Laroche 
was placed under judicial control in an inquiry 
over the French dub’s accounts. Laroche, 
who bad already been placed under investiga- 
tion in the same case, has been ordered to pay 
300,000 francs ($56,391) bail, judicial sources 
said. Former Marseille president Bernard 
Tapie has already been placed under inves- 
tigation in the inquiry, launched in 1992, for 
1 the same charges of irregularities in the 
payment of players' transfer fees. Marseille 
play in the second division after being rele- 
gated over allegations they bribed opponents 
Valenciennes to throw a key-league match in 
May last year. 

Advocaat quits Dutch national team 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch national soccer 
coach Dick Advocaat is to join former league 
champions PSV Eindhoven, with Guiis Hid- 
dink taking over as manager of the national 
side next year, the National Soccer Federa- 
tion (KNVB) said Friday. Hiddink, himself a 
former PSV coach, has signed a contract with 


the KNVB from January 1 to the European 
Championships in England in 1996. Advocaat 
has signed a two and a half year contract with 
PSV, European Champions in 1988. He will 
quit as national coach after the European 
championship qualifier against Luxembourg 
December 14, the KNVB said. 

Olympic champion In emergency surgery 

ROME (R) — Olympic cross-country skiing 
dual gold medallist Manuela Di Centa was 
recovering after emergency surgery for an 
intestinal complaint. Italian team officials said 
the current World Cup titleholder underwent 
a two-hour operation during which doctors 
removed part of a perforated lower intestine. 
She had returned to Italy from training for the 
new season in Sweden after complaining of 
stomach pains and was taken to a hospital in 
the northern town of Ferrara. The Italian 
enjoyed a haul of five medals from five races 
at the Winter Games in Ullehammer. taking 
gold in the 15 and 30 kilometre events, t 
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China’s Zhou se$ women’s world jerk record 

ISTANBUL (R) — China’s Zhou Meihotig 
set a world jerk record in the women’s 70kg 
category at the World Weightlifing Cham 
pionships, lifting 128.5 kg. Zhou beat the 
previous mark of 128.0 kg set by compatriots 
Tang Wei fang last month at the Asian Games 
in Hiroshima. German Marc Huster broke the 
world combined record in the men’s S3 kg, 
totalling 382.5 kg after a 210 kg record- 
equalling jerk. The previous combined mark 
was a world standard of 380. Then,. Turkey's 
Sunay Bulut broke the world jerk record in 
the men's S3 kg with 210.5. beating Huster's 
210.0 set at last year's world championships in 
Melbourne and equalled by himself earlier in 
the day. , 

m — 

Sharpe blow for United 

LONDON (R) — Manchester United . 
England winger Lee Sharpe will be out 
action for at least another month after an 
X-ray revealed a hairline ankle fracture. 
Sharpe, 23, was injured in United’s 2-0 third 
round League Cup defeat at Newscastle Octo- 
ber 26. United’s 30-year-old full-back Paul 
Parker, who had a successful operation on his 
ankle injury this week, is likely to remain 
sidelined for about 12 weeks. 

French youngsters use drugs in sport 

PARIS (AFP) — Up to eight per cent of 
French schoolkids could be using perform- 
ance enhancing drugs in sport, it was claimed 
Friday. A survey showed that 2.2 per cent of 
those interviewed knowingly took banned 
substances. By adding those who took pro,' 
ducts which they thought “perhaps" boosted 
ESP™™*- the total rose to 7.7 per cent. A- 

uih!? ^ )er - Gtmt they had friends' 

Eft do P in S In sport. The survey, carried 
^ hy.?!;®sports doctors in the Toulouse 
region in 1992, had originally been published 
as a scientific paper in 1993. ^ 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
Q.I — As South, vulnerable, you you "hold; 


hold: 

*6 71095 v 10752 4AK762 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
1 V Dbl ST? 

What action do you take? 

A- — There would be no problem if 
you were sure partner had four 
dubs- Still. you don't want Blast's 
preempt to scare you out of the 
auction end there might be some 
lead- directional value to a bid of 
four dubs. That would be our 
choice- 

Q»2 — -As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AQ02 *AQ +AK10742 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 ? Pass 4 t 7 

What action do you take? 

A- — Preempts were designed to 
make life difficult and this one haa 
succeeded. If you do anything but 
double, naturally for takeout, you 
ran the risk of missing four spades, 
which might be the only xnakable 
game. 

Q *3— Both vulnerable, as South 


T hfwSf 10 ? 2 ° K7 N1 »< 
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■ — Two-suited takeout 
What do you bid now? 

A.— If you chow to bid three dubs, 
do ona could accuse you of taWni 
your life in your hands. However 
that is not likely to stop OwmruL' 
neats from bidding, nor will 
y™ srfe tognme. W* would 


no 
chan cos. 


trump and take 
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gj*j[imroiiuw al **■ Km-! 

SSSr.*!?" of ****** Qi 

?okT~’ JUi Suuth - vulnerable, 

S-kEsa- 

l * N ® plh 

i v i ; p £ 

JTiat do you bid now? 
trumps u,. lth four gi 
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PSG hope to narrow gap with Nantes 
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PARIS (R) — Paris St Ger- 
'■ . "jj’J main, fresh from their Euro- 
| pean conquests, have every 
! hope of moving up on the 
, ; : .J shoulders of leaders Nantes 
as the French League reaches 
’ the halfway stage at the 
weekend. 

The Parisians, who beat 
Bayern Munich in Germany 
; in the Champions' League 
- . Wednesday to give them- 

selves a seventh successive 
' ■ i.-.. \ win in the European Cup this 
*■■ ■ season, should prove too 

‘ strong for Bordeaux at the 
■> T! pare Des Princes. 

"'I;-. P^G have hit peak form 

: ; after an erratic start to their 

' league campaign and won in 
| Munich despite resting sever- 
*’:S 4 S & ; al of their regular first team. 
r Brazilians Valdo and Rai 

I are likely to be back against 
'- ! Bordeaux and Liberian strik- 
- - . er GeOTge Weah and midfiel- 
• • det Paul Le Guen, both 
- ■'1. second substitutes in Ger- 


many, should line up from 
the start. 

Only Brazilian stopper 
Ricardo is expected to be 
unavailable through injury. 

Trainer Luis Fernandez 
was understandably full of 
pride on Wednesday night. 
“Only three teams have ever 
won a European match here 
before,” he said. “I have to 
pay homage to my players. 

What they did was great.” 

■ 

Fernandez was particularly 
pleased with the form of 
Weah, who scored a brilliant 
individual goal, and his strik- 
ing partner David Ginola, 
back for his first game after a 
month's absence with a groin 
injury. 

Nantes, who are four 
points dear, risk going down 
to their first defeat of the 
season when they travel to 
the Riviera to play (bird- 
placed Cannes. 


The western French club 
are hoping to come through 
their UEFA Cup game with 
Sion of Switzerland Thursday 
without injuries before play- 
ing such a crucial game. 

The bad news for trainer 
Jean-Qaude Suaudeau is that 
winger Reynold Pedros is still 
suffering from an ankle in- 
jury sustained in last week's 
international for France in 
Poland and may be unable to 
play. 

Suaudeau are already with- 
out goalkeeper David Mar- 
raud for the rest of the season 
with a serious knee injury. 

Should Nantes falter, there 
are other teams who hope to 
narrow the gap. Lyon, who 
are fourth, should beat visi- 
tors Martigues and fifth- 
placed Strasbourg will be 
looking for an away win in 
the eastern French derby 
with Metz. 
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■ LONDON (R) — Drugs will 
- feature prominently on the 

; agenda of the three-day In- 
-r. temational Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF) Council 
meeting starting in Barcelona 
:? V£' Sunday. . 

■ ' The council is likely' to 
reinstate American hurdler 

' Danny Harris, banned for 
lour years in 1992 after test- 
- ing positive for cocaine, and 
'• make significant adjustments 
to the present doping regula- 
1 tions. 

It will also consider rein- 
". stating five times world cross 
country champion John Ngu- 
gi. banned for refusing to 
take a dope test, under its 
.1 exceptional circumstances 
. . _ regulations. 

IAAF sources said the 
council would consider a 
proposal under which one 
< positive urine test would be 
sufficient to ban an athlete. 

At present two samples are 
taken and an athlete is not 
^ banned until laboratory tests 
. - confirm the second, or B 
sample, is also positive. 

. In practice there has never 
been a case where a B sample 
was clean when the first sam- 
ple was positive and the 
sources said only a small per- 
centage of athletes even 
bothered to turn up for the 
test on the second sample. 

Under the proposal, results 

of positive tests will be 
”•'1 announced after the first 

v . sample unless the athlete spe- 
■’* tcifically requests that the 

second sample be also tested. 

.. “This recommendation has 

. j_ - been under consideration for 
2Vs years." the sources said. 
“It ha& been brought to the 
‘council and if it is approved it 
should help simplify what has 
occasionally been a confusing 
progress.” 

Tne council is also ex- 
pected to respond to a call 

horn Britain's Olympic and 
world 100 metres champion 
Linford Christie urging more 
testing of top athletes. 

"A greater effort will be 
made to test top international 
athletes." the sources said. 
“There have been rumours 
and suspicions that the top 
athletes arc not touched by 
our tests." 


The Harris case is likely to 
be first on the agenda with 
the council almost certain to 
respond favourably to the 
19S4 Olympic 400 metres sil- 
ver medallist's submission 
that he has overcome his 
addition ‘to cocaine. 

Harris was reinstated by 
the U.S. Federation this year 
and ran in four European 
meetings before the IAAF 
belatedly discovered he was 
running while still officially 
banned. He was pulled out of 
the London Grand Prix July 
IS 1 only hours before the start 
of the meeting. 

The Kenyan Federation 
has appealed to the council to 
lift a four-year ban imposed 
on Ngugi. the 1988 Olympic 
5.000 metres champion, after 
he refused to take a random 
test. 

The lAAF’s arbitration 
panel rejected an appeal by 
Ngugi this month against the 
ban which does not end until 
1997. 


IAAF spokesman Christ- 
opher Winner confirmed this 
week that the federation was 
also committed to ensuring 
financial support for the U.S. 
.Federation in the runup to 
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. 

The support was foresha- 
dowed in a speech by IAAF 
President Primo Nebiolo in 
Mar Del Plata, Argentina, 
last month. 

“The council will hear new 
ideas from the president of 
, what the IAAF fan do to 
assist U.S. A. Track and 
Field.” Winner said. 

The pledged assistance 
should not be affected by 
some provocative remarks 
from U.S. A. Track and Held 
chief Ollan Cassell, who has 
accused “forces outside the 
United States, maybe within 
the IAAF,” of seeking to 
discredit him. 

Cassell, an IAAF vice- 
president, is actively seeking 
votes to unseat Nebiolo in 
next year’s elections. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

1. Deluxe furnished apartment. 3 bedrooms. 2 bath- 
rooms. modern kitchen. L-shaped salon with glassed- 
in veranda, colour T.V. video, and satellite, telephone, 
central hearing & intercom (2nd floor). 

2. Two & one bedroom available also. 

Location: Jabal Amman, quiet & safe residential area. 
3rd Circle near Khalidi Hospital. No water problem 
Call tell.: 641345 from 8-10 a,m. and from 4-8 p.m. 
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written by the world's 
foremost authority on the 
mosaics of Jordan, this 
comprehensive 383-page 
volume details the 
country's rich heritage in 
Roman, Byzantine and 
Umayvad mosaics. 303 
pages in full color, S24 
illustrations including 
many plans and aerial 
photographs. Large format 
(24 by 33 cm), doth bound. 
103 J.D. Printed by the 
Jordan Press Foundation. 
Available from ACOR- 
Call $46-117 or 841-132. 
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2nd round of basketball championships begins 




By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With hardly 
enough time to heal their 
injuries or alter their tac- 
tics, the Kingdom’s top 
basketball teams return to 
action Saturday for the 
second- round of the First 
Division Basketball Cham- 
pionship. 

After a mere tworday 
break, three matches are 
lined-up today. A1 Watani 
take on A1 Jazireh, fol- ■ 
lowed by A! Ahli- 
Homentmen match at the 
Sports Palace, while A1 
Hussein meet A1 Orthodo- 
xy in Irbid. 

A1 Ahli enter the second 
and final round at the top 
of the standings with a 12 
point lead after scoring a 
79-70 win over former 
champions A1 Orthodoxi 
Thursday. 

The titleholders did not 
appear in their usual form 
against their all-time rivals 
and relied on a small num- 
ber of players. Stars Mar- 
wan Ma'touq and Samir 
Murqus played for a few 
minutes as did Mohammad 
AJ Shamali who had excel- 
led in last year’s final. 
Walid Badran, Taimour A1 
Shamali and others did not 
play. 

However, it is not yet 
known why Murqus and 


Ma'touq were not key play- 
ers against A1 Orthodoxi 
and also missed some ear- 
lier matches. 

The team’s undisputed 
star was Naser Bushnaq 
who was joined by Zeid 
Alkhas, Marwan A1 
Saeedi, Ramez Ham- 
moudeh, and Yousef Zagh- 
loul. 

On the otheT hand. A1 
Orthodoxi had a very effec- 
dve defence and limited 
their opponents’ usual fast 
attacking game as scoring 
remained dose. 

After A1 Ahli ended the 
first half 37-35 they man- 
aged to take matters into 
their hands only after out- 
scoring A1 Orthodoxi 12-5 
at the beginning of the 
second half. 

Hilal Barakat and Jihad 
Saliba scored 41 of A1 
Orthodoxi's 70 points. 
Muntaser Abultayyeb’s 
absence was greatly felt. 
Although the team's young 
lineup proved they were no 
easy prey, they will have to 
win their second round fin- 
al to force a best-of- three- 
round for the title which 
they last won in 1991. 

A1 Orthodoxi were led 
by former star Murad Bara- 
kat as bead coach. Barakat 
retired last year after lead- 
ing his team in an undis- 
puted reign on the coun- 


try's basketball scene from 
1976-1989. 

Thursday's match was 
the third in which the title- 
holders were held under 
the 100-point mark. As 
Ahli were led by their 
Ukrainian coach Alexan- 
der Sasha who was in- 
strumental in altering their 
style that enabled them to 
clinch the title away from 
AJ Orthodoxi in 1990 and 
win it again in 1992 and 
1993. 

Last year A1 Ahli beat Al 
Orthodoxi 75-69 and 70-60 
to clinch the title. 

Al Jazireh came third af- 
ter the first round. They 
are sex to retain their stand- 
ing for the third year unless 
they beat Al Orthodoxi by 
over 17 points in the second- 
round. Al Orthodoxi won 
their first round encounter 
92-75. 

Al Jalil. a fourth place 
finisher for the past two 
years, also seem set to stay 
in fourth position after los- 
ing 73-69 to Al Jazireh. 
They might however take 
third place if they beat Al 
Jazireh with over 4 points 
in the second round. 

On the other hand the 
other three teams in the 
competition seem to be 
content with keeping their 
place among the presti- 
gious group. 


The Jordan B.asketball 
Federation last year prom- 
oted only one team from 
the second division instead 
of the usual two, making 
the number of competing 
teams seven for the first 
time. However, this year 
two teams will be rele- 
gated, and only one will be 
promoted reducing the 
number to six as of next 
season. 

This year, Homentmen 
became the first of the two 
teams to be relegated after 
flailing to score the neces- 
sary number ' of at least 
three wins. 

Homentmen will have to 
defeat Al Hussein with a 
score difference of over 14 
points and Al Watani with 
26 in order to avoid relega- 
tion, which is a difficult feat 
to achieve. 

AJ Hussein pushed Al v 
Watani to the brink of re-’ 


legation after scoring a vital 
79-76 win. The Irbid team 
will have to repeat their 
wins over Homentmen and 
Al Watani to secure their 
place in the division. 

_ Al Watani, a fifth place 
finisher after defeating Al 
Hussein in double overtime 
last year, had hoped to 
advance their standing af- 
ter a good training prog- 
ramme with theft new Iraqi 
coach Mohammad Al Naj- 
jar, who was previously at 
Al Orthodoxi. 

However the ream . now 
finds itself fighting for their 
place in the division rather 
than achieve an advanced 
standing. With only one 
win over Homentmen, Al 
Watani will have to repeat 
that result and overcome 
Al Hussein with over 4 
points in the second round 
to avoid relegation. 


STANDINGS 



P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts. 

Ahh 

6 

6 

— 

650 

348 

12 

Orthodoxi 

6 

5 

1 

558 

351 

11 

Jazireh 

6 

4 

2 

489 

454 

10 

JalU 

6 

3 

3 

465 

426 

9 

Hussein 

6 

2 

4 

364 

5J9 

8 

Watani 

6 

1 

5 

416 

545 

7 

Homentmen 

6 

— 

6 

279 

582 

6 


Triathletes warned of hypothermia 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — 
Hypothermia is the main 
enemy confronting athletes in 
Sunday's Triathlon World 
Championships, the race 

medical director warned Fri- 
day.. 

Ruth Higher, a doctor and 
a former member of the New 
Zealand triathlon team, said 
athletes would be pulled out 
of the race if they showed 
signs of clumsiness, confusion 
or were unable to stay on 
their bikes. 

“Some athletes will have to 
be taken out if it's dangerous 
to their health, and to others, 
to cany on. It will be 3t the 
discretion of medical staff." 
Highet said. 

Some may be -allowed to 
get back on their bikes once 
they had wanned up. 

Highet advised athletes to 
wear two swim caps and a wet 
suit to reduce risk of 
hypothermia from swimming 
in Wellington Harbour. The 
temperature was unlikely to 
be more than 15 degrees Cel- 
sius (59 degrees Fahrenheit). 

The hypothermia risk 
would significantly decrease 
if the day were sunny and 
there was little wind. The 
wind chill factor could cause 


problems if winds were 
strong. 

Bleak Owhjro Bay at the 
southern end of the race on 
the wild Cook Strait coast, 
could be a problem. 

“At the speeds they are 
cycling, particularly ' at 
Owhiro Bay. they can get 
more cold. The problem is if 
they are a bit clumsy or un- 
coordinated they may fall off 
their bike." 

Sharp comers, and areas 
like Owhiro Bay appeared to 
be the' most likely spots for 
bike crashes and several 
ambulances would be placed 
around the course. 

Planning for the cham- 
pionships has been in prog- 
ress for a year and The main ' 
focus was hypothermia, 
Highet aid. * 

“We have never had a 
championship of this length 
at this time of the year be- 
cause normally it's too cold: . 
usually they are in December 
and are only one-third of the 
1500 metre swim distance." 

During the annual national 
triathlon, competitors got 
hypothermia despite the 500 
metre swim being two-thirds 
shorter "and competitors in 
that are much more well- 
endowed in terms of fat and 


insulation than these -world 
class triathletes,’' she said. 

Two medical centres would 
treat athletes with eight doc- 
tors, 25 nurses, one intensive 
care specialist: and 60 phy- 
siotherapists and masseurs 
plus ambulances would be on 
hand. 

Other problems antici- 
pated could include athletes 
collapsing at the end of the 
race, cariac: arrests, kidney 
failure, dehydration, sprains 
and strains and road trauma 
from crashing off bikes. 


Samer Rent A Car 

Winter Discount Rates 

Daify 

19.500 129 


495 J.D, 


Telefax. 689645 


FURNISHED FIRST FLOOR FLAT 


Location: Abdoun 300m from Fifth Circle. 3 main bed- 
rooms, 2 Vfe bathrooms, one maid's room with bathroom, 
laundry room, washer-drier. Central A/C, tel., video, TV 
and satellite stn. Free hot and cold water. Can use garden 
for parties. 

Contact owner Tel. 818960 


ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
■ WATER AUTHORITY 
OF JORDAN 

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

Date: 
Loan No. 


26/11/1994 

KfW/L&G 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is in the process of concluding a loan and a gram 
agreements with Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau (KfW) in Deutsche Marks 
towards the Sector Programme Water Supply II. It is intended that part of the 
proceeds of the loan and the grant will be applied to eligible payments under the 
contract(s) for which this IFB has been issued. 

■ 

The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from bidders in the Federal Republic 
of Germany (eligible bidders) for the supply of the following: 


Jordan Times Tel: 667171 


NEW VILLA FOR RENT 

Composed of the following: 

' 1. Ground floor of 2 bedrooms, bathroom and a master 
bedroom with bathroom and living hall, dining hall and 
kitchen with store room and side terrace with a 
car-park along with surrounding garden and ground 
water tank 

2. Basement floor of a shelter room and boiler-room. 
Super deluxe, newly designed finishings. 

Location: Al Jandaweel, Wadi Aseer. 

1 Annual rent: JD7.000 

Tel. 822640 


Contract No. 

Material to be Supplied 

Amount of non- 
refundable fee In 
JD for Each 
Tender Documents 

83/94/WM/L 

1/2" Water Meters 

300 

84/94/HSP/L 

Horizontal and Submersible Pumps 

300 

85/94/HGV/L 

Dump Trucks, Flat Beds, Cranes and 
Water Tankers 

300 

86/94/TBP/L 

Plumbing Tools, Bearings and Spare Parts 

150 

87/94/S M/G 

Source Water Meters 

100 

88/94/VLV/G 

Valves 

150 

89/94/SP/G 

Submersible Pumps 

250 

90/94/4WD/G 

Off-Roads 4WDVehicles 

150 

91/94/AW/G 

Air Compressors and Welding Machines 

100 

92/94/WEL/G 

Well Control Tools and Equipment 

100 


= J\ew .jFall Collection <= 

Y S L ( VARIATION ) , F. KAREL , V. NOM 

.jfllso Sales On ... 

.Cast winter Collection 

(SADIA BOUTIQUE 

JABAL AMMAN.NEAR SAFAD1 MOSQUE 
RAINBOW STREET, TEL: 657094 


■ 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from, and inspect the 
bidding documents at, the office of the Secretary General, Tenders Division, 
Water Authority, P.O. Box 2412 Amman, Jordan, Tel. 680100, Tlx. 22439 
WAJ JO, Fax. 679143. 

4. All bids must be accompanied by a security in the amount of 2.5% of the offered 
total and must be delivered to the office not later than 1330 houn, Jordan local 1 
time, on Tuesday 10 January, 1995. Public opening will lake place on the same 
day at 1600 hours, Jordan local lime. 

5. Tuesday 3rd January 1995, is the last day set for the purchasing of tender 
documents. 

Eng. Koussai Quteishat 

Secretary General 

Water Authority 




- Tel.: 699238 Cinema 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


. . . Najlaa Fathi & 

The film which won Mahmoudi Hamideh in: 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “T” 

Tom Hanks — in 


Shorn: 12:30. 3-30. (k30. XJU. 10:30 


Show*: Ji30. 3:30. n.VU. .VI5. IO:3» 

CONCORD M 2” 


Show*: 5:15. 5;U) 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Presents 

“Water is a Gift of Life" 

A family and children play pro- 
duced and directed by: 

Akram Abu I Ragheb 

Daily at 10 a.m. 

The Arabic Movie 

The Immigrant 

Show 1230, 3:30. 6:15. &30. 10-J0 * 


Tel.: 6755711 Nabil & Hisham's 


Tel.: 625155 


NabH Al Mashini Thaatra 

Thursday ...Thursday 

1.12.1994 

a 

You have a date with Abu Awad at 
the opening of the new perform- 
ance of the comedy: 


(Qirbeh Makhzonqa) 

Ticket window is open all day 


AHLAN THEATRE 

Presents: 

The political satire; 

Al Salem Ye c * l rm 

Dally at 8:30 pm. 

Saturday ft Sunday la 
.theatre's holiday. 
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3 banks 


poised to 


launch 


W. Bank 


branches 


- -By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


* ~ AMMAN — Three Jorda- 

niao banks are awaiting 
"■-Israeli penmsaon to open 

- -branches in the occupied 
-'’’West Bank and the auton- 
■'-omous Palestinian territories 
"‘Of Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
“'.marking the second phase of 
-"agreements reached among 
■'"the Kingdom, Israel and the 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
-"msation (PLO). 

-'' The expected opening of 
■“•branches by the Housing 
“ Bank, the Arab Investment 
■•Corporation and ihe 
-Jordan-Kuwait Bank would 
■'-mark the first time that 
' Jordanian banks which did 
'-•-hot have a presence in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
•"■Start operations there. 

Five other Jordanian banks 
%-are operating in the temtor- 
• : -ies today. But they bad 
'"'actually reopened their bran- 
dies there after dosing them 
‘-down in the wake of the 

• Israeli seizure of the lands in 
«: the 1967 war. 

!- '■ Agreements that Jordan 
'-■reached with Israel in De- 
cember 1993 and with the 
,-PLO in January (updated in 
. September although not yet 
^.ratified by the PLO lead- 
ership) and an Israeli- PLO 
^•accord signed in April gave 
"..priority to reopening the 
■•^branches of Jordanian banks 
. closed in 1967. The second 
^ phase called for banks which 

- did not have brandies in 1967 
^ to start ope rations. 

. Officials of the Housing 
V ;-Bank, the Arab Investment 
Bank and the Jordan-Kuwait 
JBank said they had received 
v preliminary licenses from the 
■ -Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) and were not waiting 
-. -Jot Israel to issue its permis- 
-’sion, which is expected to 
'•.come through without diffi- 
culty soon. The branches 
could start functioning in ear- 
ly 1995. 

Three other , Jordanian 
hanks 'have said they would 
stair ’operations' in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip soon. 
The status of their applica- 
tions for permissions was not 
immediately known. 

All Jordanian banks oper- 
ating in the territories will be 
governed by rules and regula- 
tions laid down by the PLO- 
' led Palestine National Au- 
thority (FNA) in Gaza and 
Jericho and supervised by the 
CBJ in line with amendments 
to the Jan. 7 agreement 
signed by the Kingdom and 
.the PLO. 

The presence of Jordanian 
commercial banks operating 
m die territories, where the 
Jordanian dinars remains one 
of the main currencies in 
circulations is strategically 
important for Jordan. 

' A recent World Bank re- 
port entitled “peace and the 
Jordanian economy" noted 
that Jordanian banking op- 
erations in the Palestinian 
lands bad advantages and dis- 
advantages, and advocated 
caution particularly that they 
would be engaged in operat- 
ing multi-currency accounts 
and in an uncertain environ- 
merit. 

- On the one hand, the pre- 
sence of the banks would 
alfow Jordan to ensure a 
share of the expected growth 
' in "banking for the Palesti- 
nians, who have had little, if 
any, first hand dealings with 
banking and credit under 
Israeli occupation. Bat in the 
absence of law enforcement 
regulations, the banks would 
be restrained from extending 
any significant level of credit 
despite the availability of col- 
lateral such as land, said the 
World Bank. 

; “Tbe opportunities to lend 
safely in the West Bank and 
Ga$a are lower than in Jor- 
dan; .so that banks could easi- 
ly . end up with a glut of 
deposits that they would not 
be ..able to lend," said the 


report. 
. The 


CBJ, through Jorda- 
nians banks in the Palestinian 
territories, is in a relatively 
better position to monitor the 
currency situation there and 
adept accommodative mea- 
sures whenever necessary, 
given that the PNA might 
decide, for political reasons 
rather than economic logic, 
decide to issue a Palestinian 
currency. 

Agreements between Jor- 
dan-~and the PLO as well as 
the 'Kingdom and Israel 
preempt the possibility of the 
FNA -taking the CBJ by sur- 
prise by issuing its own cur- 
rency through the Palestine 
monetary authority as pro- 


(Coatinued on page 7) 


■ a 


Crown 


Prince in 
Brussels 


THEIR ROYAL High- 
nesses Crown Prince 
Tfascan and Princess 
Sarvath pose for photos 
with Belgian King 
Albert H and Queen 
PaoLa (left) prior to 
their meeting in Brus- 
sels on Thursday. At 
right is Belgian Princess 
Astrid. (See page one) 
(AFP photo) 



Jordan businessmen seek 


to stake positions in Iraq 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A team of 
Jordanian businessmen heads 
for Iraq today in a bid to 
renew trade links and stake 
positions ahead of an ex- 
pected easing/lifting of the 
four-year-old international 
sanctions against Jordan's 
eastern neighbour and one- 
time largest trade partner. 

The visit of the team, orga- 
nised by the Jordan Business- 
men's Association (JBA) and 
coordinated with the Iraqi 
government, comes amid a 
definite international trend to 
seal contracts with Iraq in 
anticipation that the interna- 
tional sanctions would be on 
their way out in about six 
months. 

Hie team, beaded by Ham- 
di Tabbaa, president of the 
JBA and a prominent 
businessman himself ,_ will 
have Talks with Iraqi govern- 
ment officials as well as tine 
private sector in a bid to 
streamline what many Jorda- 
nian traders and exporters 
describe as confusion and 
abnormalities in trade with 
Iraq. 

The Jordanian private sec- 
tor owes it to itself to take the 
initiative in renewing the 
trade links as businessmen 
from all oyer the world are 
flocking to Baghdad in search 
of business, JBA officials 
have been quoted as saying. 

The “once-bitten-twice 
shy" approach seemed to 
characterise many Jordanian 
businessmen's zeal to do 
business with Iraq over the 
past two years after they 
found themselves sidelined in 


the scramble for orders from 
Iraq, Jordanian exporters 
and middle men say. 

“European businessmen 
proved that they could easi'y 
adapt to the many unconven- 
tional forms of doing business 
with Iraq, said a prominent 
Jordanian trader and agent. 
“They could accommodate 
Iraqi terms and conditions 
such as deferred payments 
guaranteed by frozen bank 
accounts and oil and gold 
bonds, while Jordanians pre- 
ferred iron-clad letters of cre- 
dit and more conventional 
means of business." 

One of the reasons behind 
the Jordanians’ inability to 
adjust ' themselves to the 
changing rules of the game of 
business with Iraq was the 
rules and regulations of the 
Kingdom's banking system, 
which did not allow local 
banks to accept many of the 
credit guarantees and col- 
lateral offered by Iraqi im- 
porters — mainly state-run 
organisations in various sec- 
tors. 

Jordanian businessmen cite 
the “frozen" assets and 
accounts as an example. The 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solution imposing sanctions 
on Iraq m August 1990 in- 
cluded a mandatory freeze on 
all Iraqi bank accounts and 
assets abroad. The manda- 
tory freeze was lifted follow- 
ing the end of the war over 
Kuwait in early 1991, but not 
many governments moved to 
life tiie .freeze, obviously in 
anticipation that they could 
be used to meet some of the 
demands for compensation 
from Iraq or payments due 
from Iraq prior to the crisis. 


Shortly after the Gulf war, 
the Central Bank of Iraq 
issued letters of credit worth 
billions of dollars for the im- 
port of foodstuffs, medicine 
and other consumer pro- 
ducts. but very few of them 
passed through Jordanian 
hands and got executed if 
only because those docu- 
ments hinged on guarantees 
of payment issued by any of 
the “prime banks" in Europe 
which held some of those 
“frozen” accounts and assets. 

For one reason or another 
such guarantees were 
obtained by many Europeans 
and Far Eastern businesses 
— accounting for part of the 
flow of goods to Iraq since 
1991 — while Jordanian 
businessmen were frantically 
searching for some mechan- 
ism that would satisfy local 
banking regulations for the 
execution of the orders, 
businessmen say. 

Another factor that dam- 
pened Jordanian business- 
men’s enthusiasm for trade 
with Iraq was an artificial 
flooding of the market by 
import orders and trade in- 
quiries from Iraq. 

"The situation was chaotic 
during 1992,” noted a Jorda- 
nian banker. “People used to 
come into my office and say 
they had confirmed Iraqi 
orders and asked whether I 
could raise financing. But, 
more often than not, a dose 
reading of the documents 
they had showed that no pru- 
dent bank would accept 
them." 

Similarly, the number of 
inquiries and volume of 


(Continued on page 7) 


Water experts 


familiarisation 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A field trip to 
the Jordan Valley on Thurs- 
day gave participants of a 
seminar on the “ Optimisa- 
tion of Water in Agriculture'* 
the opportunity to see water 
sources and irrigation 
methods available to farmers 
in the area. 


Experts from eight Arab 
countries, Germany, France, 
Italy, Spain, Turkey, the Un- 
ited States and Britain who 
had participated in the three- 
day seminar got q first-hand 
view of what they had been 
told during the lectures and 
presentations held at the 
Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion. 

Having visited Umm Qais 
in the north, the group of two 
busloads passed along the 
King Abdullah Canal into 
which,' during the winter sea- 
son (November to April), ab- 
out 800 litres of water pours 
per second, discharged from 
four artesian wells collective- 
ly known as AI Mekebah 
well. 


The King Abdullah Canal 
conveys water from the Yar- 
monk River, • AI Mekebah 
Well, various springs and tri- 
butaries into the Jordan Val- 
ley for irrigation which is 
supervised by the Jordan Val- 
ley Authority (JVA), a JVA 
official explained. 

At the Wadi Araba pump- 
ing station, which, during the 
winter season pumps 15 mil- 
lion cubic metres of water, 
participants were reminded 
of the facts and figures they 
had previously heard in 


theory. 

Despite the incessant rain 
and partial road flooding, 
participants continued unde- 
terred to a privately owned 
nursery. 

A handful of nurseries ex- 
ist in the country which satis- 
fy local market demands and 
still manage to export to 
neighbouring markets. 

The owner of the nursery 
said that business had thrived 
since the governments' deci- 
sion in 1986 to ban importa- 
tion of domestic plants into 
the Kingdom for commercial 
purposes. 

According to the owner, 
each of the 100 plastic co- 
vered greenhouses is equip- 
ped with heating, fan cooling 
and water sprinkler systems 
to ensure that a “tropical" 
climate suitable for the plants 
is maintained. 

He also said that no che- 
mical insecticides were 
spread through the water 
sprinkler systems although 
fertilisers were, and that the 
plants were grown in pitrnus, 
an organic matter. 

A senior official of the 
JVA, Avedis Serpekm, said- 
that development and subse- 
quent irrigation of the east- 
ern side of Jordan Valley, 
below the hills, will be dealt 
with by the JVA’s stage two 
project whereby water from 
the proposed AI Wahdah 
Dans on the River Yarmouk 
will be used. 

Part of this project is to 
secure water for domestic use 
to all villages and to prevent 
the respective municipalities 
from constructing on agri- 
cultural land, Mr. Serpekin 
said. 


The final stop of the day 
was at a citrus farm where 
participants saw French elec- 
tronic equipment in action. 

The first piece of apparatus 
depended on sensors and 
probes to detect the humidity 
and the salinity of the soil. 

The information collected 
is fed to a small solar- 
powered computer . which 
produces a printout and is 
also able to activate irrigation 
networks to ensure optimisa- 
tion of water with maximum 
benefits to fruit trees. 

Farms of any size require a 
minimum of eight sensors to 
maximise the apparatus’ 
potential L and beyond that it 
is the choice of the farmer 
and the physical area of the 
farm which dictates the need 
for more sensors and probes. 

Although the actual cost of 
this piece of equipment was 
not disclosed, the insinuation 
was that it was expensive. 

The second apparatus was 
neither so sophisticated nor 
so expensive and depends on 
sensors attached to either the 
tree or the fruit. These sen- 
sors provide information on 
the shrinkage of the fruit and 
the tree trunk to a digital 
display unit. 

The amount of shrinkage 
tells the fanner the availabil- 
ity of water in the soil, in- 
dicating whether greater or 
lesser watering is required. 

The objective of the rerri- 
iiar and the field trip was to 
provide a general assessment 
of the water situation in the 
Middle East and how the 
fanners of the region could 
make optimum use of water, 
which despite political- agree- 
ments. is still in short supply. 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


British chief of staff ends visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — British Chief of Staff Peter Ainge left 
Amman on Friday at the end of a two-day visit to Jordan 
during which he met with Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majau and chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General 
Abdul Hafez Mirai and visited military and cultural sites. 
Dr. Majali Thursday received Mr. Ainge and reviewed 
with him the situation in the region and means of enhancing 
cooperation in light of the latest changes and developments 
in die region. Field Marshal Ainge voiced his country’s 


support for the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty, saying that it 
will contribute to the stability ana to the estab 


the establishment of a 
just, comprehensive and durable peace. 


Bomb scare on Emirates flight to Singapore 


COLOMBO (AP) — More than 200 passengers were 
evacuated from an Emirates airline flight at Colombo 
airport Friday after intelligence reports said a bomb was 
aboard, officials said. Air force security men used sniffer 
doss, but failed to locate any explosives on the Airbus 
A300, which was on a stopover from Dubai to Singapore, 
said an airport official. The military has been on alert in Sri 
Lanka fearing Tamil rebels may mount attacks to drama- 
tize their separatist campaign ahead of the guerrillas' 
self-declared martyrs day on Saturday. The rebels from the 
minority Tamil community, are fighting an 11 -year-old war 
for an independent homeland in the north and east. 


Ghali begins tour of western Sahara 


ALGIERS (AFP) '- 4 * U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali arrived Friday in Algiers ai the start of a regional 
tour aimed at overcoming obstacles to a referendum on 
self-determination in Western Sahara, officials said. Dr. 
Ghali is on Sunday due to go to Laayone, capital of the 
disputed territory annexed by Morocco, where the Polisar- 


io Front movement has declared independence recognised 

U.N. chief executive on 


by some African countries. The 
Friday met Algerian Foreign Minister Mohammad Sal ah 
Dembri and was on Sunday also due go to Tindouf, a 
centre for Sahrawi refugees in the deep desert south of 
Algeria, for talks with Potisario leaders. He goes on to 
Morocco on Tuesday evening. Laayone is the headquarter 
of the U.N. mission which has been seeking to organise the 
Sahara referendum to enable the local people to choose 


whether they want independence. Early this month, the 

e first time, 


United Nations postponed the poll, not for the 
until Feb. 14, amid difficulties in registering voters and a 
continuing dispute between Morocco and 
who should take part. 


isano over 


Algerian group says deported imam well 


PARIS (R) — An Algerian group on Friday denied Muslim 
fundamentalist charges that an Algerian preacher deported 
home from France this month was tortured to death and 
said he was alive and well. "Relatives of out brother Nafa 
Zahareddine, unfairly expelled to Algeria on Nov. 6, have 
confirmed to us that he is well, contrary to what has been 
announced," the Algerian Fraternity in France (FAF) said 
in a statement. The exiled leadership of the outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), which fights Algeria's 
military rulers, said on Thursday Mr. Zahareddine, 32. 
died after being tortured for 12 days. The French interior 
ministry, which expelled him as a threat to public order for 
allegedly spreading Islamic propaganda, said it was not 
aware of his fate. 


Eritrea: Sudan is training ‘terrorists’ 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — The newly independent state of 
Eritrea has accused neighbouring Sudan of training 'ter- 
rorists" to undermine its security and said it would have 
grave consequences. A statement distributed by the Erit- 
rean embassy in Addis Ababa on Thursday accused the 
government in Sudan of training over 400 “terrorists" from 


August this year and said it had just recruited a further 300. 
“The government of Eritrea wSi no 


not be responsible for the 
consequences of these acts of subversion,’' said die 
statement. It also denied Khartoum's allegations that 
Eritrea has trained 300 Sudanese opposition forces for 
similar cross-border operations. The Red Sea state, which 
became independent last year after fighting the Ethiopian 
government in a three-decade war for self-rule, has in the 
past accused Sudan of supporting Islamic fundamentalist 
insurgents but said it had crushed them. 


Council wants to block pyramids motorway 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Egyptian High Council for Anti- 
quities \rili ask authorities to stop construction of a 
motorway through the site of the Giza Pyramids, a semi 
official newspaper quoted Egyptian Cultural Minister 
Faruq Hosni as saying Friday. “The council members voted 
unanimously to stop construction of the road," until they 
complete a study on the effects it will have on the site, Mr. 
Hosui told AI Akhbar. Mr-. Hosni, who was speaking after 
the council met to discuss the motorway, said the requests 
would be submitted to the construction ministry and the 
Cairo govemorate, the Al Akhbar said. The 90-kilometre 
road circling the Egyptian capital will cut the Giza site in 
two. That wilt threaten the plateau’s monuments with 
further deterioration due to fumes and vibration from 
traffic, as well as the spread of urbanisation, Saied Zulficar, 
Cal* kli from the U.N. Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), told AFP earlier this 
week. The site, which is home to die three pyramids and 
the Sphinx dating from between 2680 to 2565 B.C., is also 
believed to hold other important, undiscovered artefacts. 
Construction of the road began in 1985, despite a law 
passed in Egypt in 1983 to protect the site, and is almost 
complete. 


Egypt 

defends 


crackdown 


on militants 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
on Friday defended his gov- 
ernment's crackdown on Isla- 
mic militants, and said their 
two-year campaign of vio- 
lence did not amount to civil 


W3JT- 

“If there are terrorist acts 
and the use of violence, the 
government must respond 
severely” to protect the 
population, Mr. Musa told .a 
Saudi newspaper. ■ 

“If the attacks are aimed at 
terrorising society and tar- 
nishing Egypt’s image, then 
those who commit the acts 
should be punished," he 
added. 

Fifty-eight militants have 
been sentenced to death since 
fundamentalists launched 
their bid to topple the secular 
government of President 
Hosui Mubarak in October 
1992. 

Most attacks take place in 
the southern Minya and 
Assiut provinces, and are 
largely directed at policemen. 
The violence has claimed 
more than 500 lives. 

Mr. Musa told the London- 
based Al Sharq Al Awsat 
dailv: 1 “A civil war is com- 
pletely different. 

“If a part of .a state is 
subjected to certain tensions 
and certain crimes, this does 
not mean there is a civil 


war. 


t* 


He added: “A civil war is 
between two sides. Can one 
say there is a civil war when 
the police chase killers?" 

Suspected militants killed 
an auxiliary policeman and 
wounded another in two 
separate attacks in southern 
Egypt on Friday, including a 
shooting at a mosque, police 
said. 

Gunmen shot dead Ahmad 
Abbas Hassan outside the 
village mosque of Munshat 
A> Mogbalqa in Minya. 240 
kilometres south of Cairo. 

Earlier Friday gunmen 
shot and seriously wounded a 
policeman in front of a hos- 
pital in Manfalout m Assiut 
province. 


Support for Palestinians 


Egypt will stick by the 
Palestinians in their auton- 
omy negotiations with Israel 
until they have established a 
state of their own, Mr. Musa 
said. 

“The Palestinians are the 
weakest link and we will not 
leave them alone. We will 
not abandon the Palestinians 
until they achieve self- 
determination and a state," 
Mr. Musa said. 


“The Syrians can achieve a 
balance (of forces) with 
Israel, but on the Palestinian 
side there are many difficul- 
ties and weak points,” he told 
Al Sharq Al Awsat. “Ev- 


ery Arab party should try to 


M 


make up 

Mr. Musa dismissed sug- 
gestions that Palestinian lead- 
er Yasser Arafat had lost 
control of the self-rule areas 
m the face of opposition from 
Islamic hardliners such as 
Hamas. 

But the Egyptian foreign 
minister warned that failure 
for Mr. Arafat would also 
spell failure for Israel and its 
self-rule deal with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). - 


“The (peace) process must 
be given a chance ... by sup- 
porting Arafat until we reach 
the next stages,” Mr. Musa 
said, referring to elections for 
a self-rule council. 

Mr. Arafat’s control over 
the territories fame into 
question on November 18 
when clashes between 
Palestinian police and Hamas 
supporters in autonomous 
Gaza City killed 14 people. 

“Israel should respect what 
they have agreed upon con- 
cerning the redeployment of 
its troops and Yasser Arafat 
must also respect what he 
signed,” with the Israelis 
Mr. Musa said. 

Palestini&a-Israeli talks on 
elections and an Israeli army 


redeployment in the West 
ik are due 


Bank are due to resume here 
on Nov. 29. 


Arafat, Peres to 


Mr. Arafat and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres will meet European 
Union (EU) foreign ministers 
Monday in Brussels, di- 
plomatic sources said Friday. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Pern 
were invited by the current 
German EU presidency and 
are to attend a meeting of all 
12 EU foreign ministers. 

The two men were also to 
haye bilateral talks concern- 
ing aspects of the Istaeli- 
Palestinian peace accord, 
Israeli sources said. 



Mission 

impossible 


WARSAW (AFP) — Zaire's 
envoy to Poland spent his 
night’s among the homeless 
people who bunk down .at 
Warsaw station because he 
has not been paid for more 
than a year, the Polish For&. 
ign Ministry said- Stupefied 
police discovered the di- 
plomatic status of Em any 
Mata Likambe. the Zairean 
charge d’affaires after his 
glasses were stolen from him 
at the central railway station. 
“We can't finance embassies 
or foreign diplomats in Po- 
land. but for humanitarian 
reasons we couldn’t let the 
Zairean envoy go on sleeping 
at the station, forgotten by 
his government," a senior 
official told AFP. “He now 
has a modest apartment and 
we have him invited to all 
official receptions to help him 


to eat." he added, saying that 

ted 1 


Mr. Likambe conducted him- 
self "with great dignity". 
Police said Mr. Likambe had 
“very often been seed at the 
station" over several weeks 
recently. The charge d’af- 
faires could not be reached 
for comment- For more than 
a year, unpaid Zairean 
embassy bills have been pil- 
ing up at the Foreign Ministry. 
Complaints to the Zairean 
government by the Polish 
embassy in Kinshasa proved 
to no avail. Mr. Likambe was 
forced to sell his car and 
other personal belongings. 
He was finally driven out of 
his Warsaw flat because he 
could not pay the rent and 
went to the station because 
he could not afford a hotel. 


Charles attacked 
by Camilla’s 
family 
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LONDON (AFP) — The 
family of Camilla Parker 
Bowles lashed out at Prince 
Charles for publicly revealing 
his love affair with her. call- 
ing the heir to the British 
throne “very mixed up". 
British papers reported. 
Camilla's brother-in-law 
Simon Parker-Bowles and his 
Australian wife Carolyn not- 
ably attacked the prince's 
cooperation with writer 
Jonathan Dimbleby for the 
“authorised" biography on 
Prince Charles. In the book. 

The Prince Of Wales: A 
Biography, Prince Charles 
confirmed that he had had ^ 
three separate affairs with v 
Camilla, the last starting in 
1986 when the prince realised 
his marriage to Prince Diana 
had irretrievably broken 
down. Carolyn Parker 
Bowles was quoted from an 
interview' with the Australian 
Women's Weekly attacking 
the prince for going public.. 

"It is all right to talk to 
Camilla, but to tell the worid 
is aii entirely different mat- 
ter," she said. Simon, the 
brother of Camilla’s husband 
Andrew Parker Bowles,, 
meanwhile said Prince 
Charles' confessions had been 
"hurtful’’ to Camilla. He cal- 
led the prince "verv mixed 
up” and said he “dropped 
Camilla in a heap." Simon 
Parker Bowles said he had no 
sympathy for the prince fol- 
lowing the publicity over the 
affairs. "You can’t go back 
and blame your upbringing 
on your parents, as he has 
done. That is wrong and very 
hurtful. I’d be more inclined 
jo sav, -poor old Camilla’,"., 
he said. They were not the ’ 
nrat comments to the press by 
Simon and Carolyn Parker 
Bowles on the scandal. 
Already in 1993. the couple 
affirmed that Camilla and her 
husband had an “unrange- 
nenrand led separate love 
lives. The Evening Standard 
meanwhile said the familv’s 
attacks would never have 
been made public if Camilla 
nad been opposed. Camilla 
Parker Bowies has never 
made any public statement 
on her relations w,rh Prince . 
Charles: The British press 
has reported that Prince 
Charles gave Mr. Dimbleby 

L* £°'u he: ! d ro question heir 

for the book but she refused. 
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